PROGRAM

International Association of Relationship                        Research Conference, Providence, Rhode Island

THURSDAY, JULY 17
	Time & Location
	                                                 Event

	9:30 – 4:00pm
Executive Boardroom 
	IARR Board Meeting

	12:00 – 6:30pm 
	Registration in Westin Lobby

	3:30 – 5:00pm
Providence 1
	Business Meeting, Editor and Associate Editors of Journal of Social and Personal Relationships 

	5:00pm

	Social Hour in Narragansett Ballroom Lobby

	6:00pm

	Dinner and Opening Keynotes in Narragansett Ballroom:  
Beverly Fehr:   Intimacy in Same-Sex Friendships
Sandra Petronio:  What's the Matter with Privacy?

	8:30pm

	New Professional “Mixer” (Meet in the lobby to walk to a nearby establishment.)


FRIDAY, JULY 18
	Time & Location
	                                                 Event

	7:30 – 8:30am
Bristol
Kent
	Continental Breakfast in Narragansett Ballroom Lobby
Breakfast Discussion: Senior/Junior Scholar Dialog 
These mentorship dialogs, held each day, offer the chance to discuss issues such as career direction, teaching and research strategies, the job hunt, publication, family life, etc. 
Senior Scholars: Phil Shaver, John Caughlin, and Wendy Samter
Breakfast Discussion: Researching Tough Relational Encounters
Discussion Leaders: Julie Yingling and Maureen Keeley

	8:00 – 6:00pm
	Registration in Westin Lobby

	8:30 – 10:00am 

Providence 1
8:30 – 10:00am, continued
Newport
Washington
Waterplace 3
	Symposium:     The Caregiving System in Adulthood: Theory to Application
Chair: Judi Walsh

Attachment, Caregiving and Depression: An Exploratory Study     
Judi Walsh and Abigail Millings 

Attachment, Partner Caregiving, and Parenting Styles
Abigail Millings, Judi Walsh, and Margaret O’Brian

                              FRIDAY
Adult Caregiving Quality and Priming Representations of Received Care

Fay Julal and Katherine Carnelley

Discussant: Angela Rowe
Roundtable:         International Cooperation in Relationship Research
Chair:  Agnaldo Garcia

Participants: Agnaldo Garcia, Lesley Verhofstadt, and Jacki Fitzpatrick

Roundtable:         Writing and Reviewing for an Interdisciplinary Journal
Chair: Rebecca Adams

Participants: Rebecca Adams, Susan Boon, Rodney Cate, Mario Mikulincer, Denise Solomon, and Rosemary Bliezner

Paper Session:      Relationships Over Time

Developmental Trajectories of Marital Happiness: Predictors and Outcomes

Jared Anderson, William Doherty, and Mark Van Ryzin

Marital Quality, Representations of the Parental Marriage, and Conflict Strategies: A Longitudinal Analysis

Melissa Curran and Brian Ogolsky
Diverse Trajectories of Newlyweds’ Marital Satisfaction

Justin Lavner and Thomas Bradbury

Changes in Marital and Parenting Rewards and Concerns Over Time

Eve-Anne Doohan and Sybil Carrere
Refining Our Tools: Cross-Sectional and Longitudinal Precision of Relationship Satisfaction Scales
Ronald Rogge, Janette Funk, and Soonhee Lee

	10:00 – 10:30am 
	Coffee Break in Narragansett Ballroom Lobby

	10:00 – 3:30pm
	Book Exhibit in Providence 2/3

	10:30 – 12:00pm
Narragansett C
Providence 1
10:30 – 12:00pm   continued
Providence 4
Waterplace 3
Waterplace 2

	Invited Address:    Stephen Marks 

Roles, Relationships, and Life Balance: An Intellectual Journey 
Symposium:      Applying Relationship Theories to Social Issues
Chair: Louis Medvene

On the Interdependence of Contraceptive Behavior: The Project on Partner Dynamics

Christopher Agnew

Being Stuck in a Bad Relationship: An Interdependence Theory and Consistency Theory Analysis of Partner Violence Victims 
Ximena Arriaga, Nicole Capezza, Wind Goodfriend, and JulieAnn Miller
Inclusion of Community in the Self:  Applying the Self-Expansion Model in       Jail and College Settings

Debra Mashek 
                              FRIDAY
Towards Person-Centered Caregiving: An Interdependence Theory Perspective
Carissa Coleman and Louis Medvene

Symposium:    Attachment Across the Life Span
Chair: Gery Karantzas

Attachment and Social Networks in Young Adulthood

Omri Gillath and Emre Selcuk

Predicting Maternal Perceptions of Attachment Bond for Children Diagnosed with Autism
Zoe Pearce and Emma White
The Role of Attachment in Adult Children and Older Parents’ Perceptions of Carer Burden

Gery Karantzas
Discussant: Patricia Noller
Paper Session:    Parenting 
Why Love Matters to Our Physical Health: Maternal Prenatal Attachment and Infant Illness

Elaine Scharfe

An Analogue Study of Parent-Adolescent Conflict: Processes and Outcomes 
Sharon Atkin and Patricia Noller
Relations of Maternal Parenting with Child’s Attachment in Middle Childhood 

Laura Brumariu, Ashley Seibert, and Kathryn Kerns

Toddlers’ Imitation and the Mutually Responsive Quality of the Parent-Child Relationship 
David Forman

Making Sense of the Gendering of Parenthood in First-Time Mothers’ Narratives 

Eija Sevón 
Paper Session:      Adolescence And Young Adulthood
The Impact of Family Communication Patterns During Adolescence on Emerging Adults’ Psychological Adjustment and Risk Taking Behaviors During Adolescence

Ascan Koerner, Alyssa Isaacs, and Heidi Croatt

Adolescent Mothers’ Adjustment to Motherhood: Links between Identity and Attachment 

Teresa Mendes, Isabel Soares, and Ines Jongenelen

Making College Feel like Home: The Role of Computer-Mediated and Face-to-Face Support in the Transition to College 

Andrew High and Denise Solomon
Identity Uncertainty, Subjective Well-Being, and Social Support During the Transition to College 

Amanda Goodwin and Denise Solomon

Commitment to Partner and College:  The Role of Romantic Relationships in College Student Achievement and Motivation 
Denise Bartell, Andrea Roets, Steven Wicks, Casey Hoffman, Caroline Benke, and Jenna Schafer

                                      FRIDAY

	12:00 – 1:30pm 

Bristol
Blackstone
	Lunch in Narragansett A/B
Lunchtime Social for LGBT Scholars and Allies
Business Meeting, Editor and Associate Editors of Personal Relationships


	1:30 – 3:00pm
Providence 1
Providence 4
Newport
Waterplace 3
1:30 – 3:00pm,          continued
Waterplace 2
	Symposium:    Capitalization: Enthusiastic Processes Strengthen Relationships, If They Are Perceived
Chair: Shannon Smith

Interpersonal Benefits of Capitalization

Shannon Smith and Harry Reis

Are You Happy for Me? The Role of Active-Constructive Capitalization Responses for Immediate and Long-Term Relationship Well-Being
Amy Strachman

The Link between Capitalization and Social Support

Shelly Gable, Natalya Maisel, and Amy Strachman

What Makes a Partner Responsive to Capitalization Attempts?

Gian Gonzaga

Symposium:       On The Dynamics of Non-Marital Relationship Dissolution
Chair: Christopher Agnew

Non-Marital Relationship Commitment, Dissolution Consideration

and Leave Behaviors

Laura VanderDrift, Christopher Agnew, and Juan Wilson

It’s All About Me: Attachment, Language, and Cardiovascular Reactivity Following Romantic Relationship Dissolution

Rita Law and David Sbarra

Assessing the Romantic Commitment-Reducing Influences of Alternatives External and Internal to the Dyad

Christopher Agnew, Juan Wilson, and Laura VanderDrift
On The Benefits of Being Friends for Non-Marital Romantic Partners

Juan Wilson, Christopher Agnew, and Laura VanderDrift

Roundtable:      Relationship Research: Applications to Couples Therapy
Chair: Susan Hendrick

Participants: Susan Hendrick , Allison DeFinis, and Kasi Howard

Paper Session     Relationships and Health
Exploring the Association between Obesity and Relationship Quality across Four Types of Relationships 

Sarah Novak, Tatiana Andreyeva, and Rebecca Puhl

Effectiveness of Partner Support Predicts Distress among Survivors of Hematopoietic Stem Cell Transplant 

Christine Rini, Katherine DuHamel, Christine Dunkel Schetter, Yeraz Markarian, Larissa Labay, Jack Burkhalter, and William Redd

                                      FRIDAY 

Social Support in Romantic Relationships: Effects on Physiology and Health
Kathryn Brooks and Theodore Robles

Can Developmental Trajectories Predict Young Adult´s Health Status? 

Carla Alexandra Paiva and Bárbara Figueiredo

Marital Happiness and Sleep in a Multi-Ethnic Sample of Midlife Women 

Wendy Troxel, Daniel Buysse, Martica Hall, and Karen Matthews

Paper Session       Early Love
Love and the Nature of Self-Other Inclusion

John Rempel and Christopher Burris

The Neural Correlates of Long-term Romantic Love 

Bianca Acevedo, Arthur Aron, Helen Fisher, Irena Tsapelas, Suzanna Katz, and Lucy Brown

The Universality of Love and the Neural Correlates of Relational Outcomes: An fMRI Study of Early-Stage Intense Romantic Love in China with Follow-Up Relational Data

Xiaomeng Xu, Arthur Aron, Guikang Gao, Tingyong Feng, Helen Fisher, Lucy Brown, and Xuchu Weng

Interpersonal Chemistry and Relationship Initiation

Heather Setrakian and Gian Gonzaga

ERP Evidence of Greater Processing Cost for Rejecting Partner Behaviors in Attachment-Relevant Contexts
Vivian Zayas, Yuichi Shoda, and Lee Osterhout

	3:00 – 3:15pm
	Break


	Hierarchical Mapping Technique:  A Research Tool

Katherine Carnelley, Fay Julal, Erica Hepper, and Angela Rowe
Attachment and Group Identification
Harriet Rosenthal, Richard Crisp, Claire Farrow, Judi Walsh, Jacqueline Blisset, and Nicole Penn


Paper Session        Jealousy, betrayal, forgiveness
Not Forgiven, Not Forgotten: An Exploratory Investigation of Accounts of Unforgiven Interpersonal Offenses

Susan Boon, Debra Rapske, Alishia Alibhai, and Megan Kheong

Communicative Responses to Jealousy: Previous Research Findings and Future Theoretical Directions 

Jennifer Bevan and Stephen Yoshimura

Building, Living, and Breaking the Bonds of Trust: Pivotal Moments and Individual Differences in the Development of Intimate Relationships 

Stacey MacKinnon and Amy Douglas

To Be or Not to Be in a Romantic Relationship: Factors Involved in the Decision to Forgive Following Infidelity 

Kenneth Sheppard, Nancy DeCourville, and Michelle Green

Jealousy Expression in Marriage: The Effects of Satisfaction, Investment, and Commitment 
Lindsay Timmerman and Malynnda Johnson

Paper Session         Same-sex Relationships
The Vulnerability-Stress-Adaptation Model in Same- and Opposite-Sex Couples

James Graham

Legally Recognized Same-Sex Marriage and Families-of-Origin:  Relationships in a New Social Context

Pamela Lannutti
The Daily Interplay of Stress, Closeness, and Relationship Satisfaction in Gay and Lesbian Couples 

Casey Totenhagen, Carl Ridley, and Emily Butler

Coming Out and Perceived Relational Effects 

Jimmie Manning

Experiences of Same-Sex Couples Who Have Made Legal and Public Commitments 
Natalya Maisel and Adam Fingerhut
	

	4:50 – 6:20pm
Providence 2/3
4:50 – 6:20pm, 
continued

Providence 1
Providence 4
Waterplace 3
4:50 – 6:20pm,
continued
Newport
	POSTER SESSION 1
                                      FRIDAY 

Symposium:       Sex, Conflict, Insecurity, and Death
Chair: Gurit Birnbaum

Working Models of Attachment and Reactions to Different Forms of Caregiving from Romantic Partners
Jeffry Simpson, Heike Winterheld, W. Steven Rholes, and M. Minda Oriña
What Does "Make up Sex" Make Up For? Attachment Orientations and the Effects of Relationship Conflict on Sexual Motivation

Gurit Birnbaum, Mario Mikulincer, and Michal Austerlitz
Relational Insecurities and Sexual Motives

Yanna Weisberg, Gurit Birnbaum, and Jeffry Simpson
Terror Management, Attachment, and Sexual Motivations: A Test of Three Theories

Gilad Hirschberger and Gurit Birnbaum
Discussant: Phil Shaver
Symposium:   Perceived Partner Regard: The Importance of Feeling Loved
Chair: Jennifer Rodden

Relational Focus of Attention and Communal Responsiveness

Margaret Clark

Will You Be There When I Need You? Perceived Partner Responsiveness Regulates Support-Seeking Motivations, Perceptions, and Behavior

Nancy Collins, Heidi Kane, Lisa Jaremka, AnaMarie Guichard, and Marie Ford
You Think You Reap What You Sow: The Functional Projection of Communal Responsiveness

Edward Lemay, Jr. and Margaret Clark

Inclusion of the Self in the Other: A Key Construct for Perceived Partner Regard

Jennifer Rodden and Arthur Aron

Does It Matter If Partners Are Aware of How They Are Regarded?

Harry Reis and Cheryl Carmichael 
Paper Session:       Maintaining Relationships         
Testing the Relationship Maintenance Behavior Cycle Using Multilevel Modeling

Erina Lee

Relationship Maintenance Activities in Identity Renegotiation: An Examination of Male-to-Female Transsexual and Natal Female Couples 

Christine Aramburu Alegria and Deborah Ballard-Reisch

Putative Secrets: How and Why Are They Kept, and the Relational Implications

John Caughlin, Allison Scott, Laura Miller, and Veronica Hefner

Only a Matter of Time?  Explaining the Relationship between Spouses’ Time Alone Together and Marital Satisfaction

Jeffrey Dew

The Paradoxical Effect of Feeling Sexual Desire for One’s Partner on Affiliation with Attractive Others

Andrew Galperin, Gian Gonzaga, and Martie Haselton
                                      FRIDAY 

Roundtable:          Research Collaborations From and Within IARR
Chair: Dawn Braithwaite

Participants:  Dawn Braithwaite, Anita Barbee, Mark Fine, Susan Hendrick, Sandra Metts, Sandra Petronio, Rowland Miler, and Valerian Derlega      

	6:30pm

	Dinner in Narragansett A/B, followed by DANCE and “Chocoholic” dessert reception!


SATURDAY, JULY 19
	Time & Location
	                                                 Event

	 7:30 – 8:30am
Bristol
Kent
	Continental Breakfast in Narragansett Ballroom Lobby
Breakfast Discussion: Senior/Junior Scholar Dialog 
Senior Scholars: Brian Spitzberg, Dan Perlman, Kostas Kafetsios, and Sandra Metts 
Breakfast Discussion: Research Productivity at Teaching Institutions
Discussion Leader: Greg Morrow

	8:00 – 1:00pm
	Registration in Westin Lobby

	8:30 – 10:00am 
Providence 2/3
Providence 1
Providence 4
8:30 – 10:00am,
continued
Waterplace 3
Waterplace 2
Newport

	Poster Session 2

Symposium:       Social Network Influences on Romantic Relationships
Chair: Colleen Sinclair
Differential Dynamic Duos

Diane Felmlee

The Influence of Social Networks on Romantic Relationships: Through the Lens of the Social Network

Susan Sprecher

Why Source Matters: Consequences of Self-Construal for Source Differences in the Association between Social Network Opinion and Relationship Dynamics
Colleen Sinclair

Family Ties and the Odds of Divorce for Black-American and White-American Married Couples

Terri Orbuch and Edna Brown
Marginalized Romantic Relationships: New Findings

Christopher Agnew and Justin Lehmiller

Discussant: Jacki Fitzpatrick
Symposium:     Innovative Methods for Studying the Influence of Emotions on Couple Relationship Processes
Chair: Marc Schulz
Heart Rate Variability and Intimate Partner Violence

Robert Waldinger and  Marc Schulz 
                                      SATURDAY 

Effects of Inducing the Emotional Experience of Gratitude on Intimate Relationship Outcomes and Processes
Jean-Philippe Laurenceau, Amber Belcher, and Elana Graber 

The Influence of Emotional Arousal on Interpersonal Sensitivity: Modeling Within-Partner Covariation Across Time

Emily Weiss, Marc Schulz, and Robert Waldinger
Discussant: Harry Reis
Paper Session:       Relationships in the Virtual World
“What’Chu Talkin’ About?” (and How Are You Talking About It?): Self-Disclosure Over Instant Messenger and Other New Communication Tools
Nancy Frye and Michele Dornisch


Hanging by a Text: Connectedness and Autonomy through Mobile Phone Text Messaging

Jonathan Pettigrew

Couples' Online Cognitions During Conflict: Links between What Partners Think and Their Relational Satisfaction
Anita Vangelisti, Ashley Middleton, and Diane Schroeder

The Effects of Social Support from a Significant Other in an Immersive Virtual Environment

Heidi Kane, Cade McCall, Nancy Collins, and Jim Blascovich

Paper Session:       Sexuality                   
Sexual Communication of Married People: A Qualitative Study of Sexual Communication in Marital Maintenance

Jon Hess and Tina Coffelt

Prototypes of Intimacy and Sexual Intimacy

Carolyn Birnie and John Lydon

Is Sex with a Condom Different? Interpersonal Consequences of Condom Use

Veronica Smith

Factors Influencing Condom Use among Women Whose Partner Was Recently Released from Prison.

Kristina Wilson, Megan O’Grady, and Jennifer Harman

A God Shaped-Hole: Evangelical Women’s Strategies for Romantic Restraint
Jessica Henderson

Roundtable:     Exploring Antecedents of Forgiveness in Romantic Relationships
Chair:  Jeffrey Volkmann

Participants:  Jeffrey Volkmann, Susan Han, and James Maddux



	10:00 – 10:30am
	                                         SATURDAY 
Coffee Break in Narragansett Ballroom Lobby

	10:00 – 1:00pm
	Book Exhibit in Providence 2/3

	10:30 – 12:00pm
Narragansett C
Providence 1
Providence 4
Bristol
Waterplace 3

10:30 – 12:00pm,
continued
	Invited Address:    Denise Solomon
Turbulence in Relationship Transitions
Symposium:         Routine, Habits, and Boredom in Romantic Relationships
Chairs: Cheryl Harasymchuk and Greg Strong
Predicting Satisfaction from Relationship Engagement Over 9 Years in African American and White couples
Irene Tsapelas, Arthur Aron, and Terri Orbuch
Relational Boredom: Correlates and Unique Contribution to Relationship Satisfaction
Cheryl Harasymchuk and Beverley Fehr
Affect and Motivation as Predictors of Relationship Boredom 

Greg Strong and Arthur Aron

Repeated and Meaningful Couple Behaviors: A Comparison of Competing Constructs
Kelly Campbell, David Wright and Kostas Kafetsios

Symposium:  To Be or Not to Be Responsive: Why Responsiveness Matters
Chairs: Peter Caprariello and Madoka Kumashiro
Unresponsiveness as a Form of Control:  Attentional Disengagement, Emotional Countercontagion, and Empathic Inaccuracy in Maritally Aggressive Men

William Ickes and William Schweinle 

Understanding and Validation as Key Components of Perceived Partner Responsiveness

Peter Caprariello and Harry Reis 

Partner Responsiveness and the Michelangelo Phenomenon

Madoka Kumashiro, Caryl Rusbult, and Harry Reis
A Secure Base:  Relationship Influences on Goal Striving and Exploration in Adulthood

Brooke Feeney 
Roundtable:      Integrating Relationship Research and Sexuality Research
Chair: Greg Morrow
Participants:  Greg Morrow, Lisa Diamond, F. Scott Christopher, John Harvey, and       Pamela Regan

Paper Session:       Attachment Style
Attachment Style and Sexual Experience: Does Emotion Regulation Mediate Their Link? 
Kostas Kafetsios and Lida Karagiannopoulous
                                      SATURDAY 

Attachment-Related Avoidance Predicts a Preference for Non-Diagnostic versus Diagnostic Social Situations 

Lindsay Beck and Margaret Clark

Do Attachment Anxiety and Avoidance Undermine Accurate Partner Perception of Investment Model Variables? 

Silvia Macher

An Attachment Perspective on Human-Pet Relationships: Conceptualization and Assessment of Individual Differences in Attachment Orientations towards Pets 

Sigal Zilcha and Mario Mikulincer

On the Role of Proximity and Distance Goals in Adult Attachment 
Marieke Dewitte and Jan De Houwer

	12:00 – 1:30pm 
	Lunch (on your own)

	1:30 – 3:00pm
Providence 1 
Waterplace 3
1:30 – 3:00pm,
continued
Waterplace 2
Washington
	Symposium:      Thinking and Talking about Relationships 
Chair:  Jessica Moore
Reasons for the Perceived (Un)Importance of Disclosure about Relational History

Caroline Rankin and Stephanie Van Stee

The Relational Effects of Intrapersonal Communication: Thinking and Writing about Romantic Partners

Jessica Moore and Ashley Middleton 
Self Appraisals of Physical Attractiveness as Modified by Positive and Negative Interactions with a Romantic Partner: An Extension of Interaction Appearance Theory

Kelly Albada

Perceived Nonverbal Relational Indicators of Disclosive, Emotionally Intimate Friendships

Jonathan Bowman

Paper Session:       Friendships

Cultivating Fair-Weather Friendships: The Interpersonal Costs of Providing Social Support to Low Self-Esteem People
Justin Cavallo, Denise Marigold, and John Holmes

Friendship Contingent Self-Esteem as an Interpersonal Risk Factor for Depression 

Janelle Cambron, Linda Acitelli, and Lynne Steinberg

Support Seeking amongst Friends: The Shy Person’s Struggle in Seeking Social Support 

Analisa Arroyo and Susan Kline

Perceiving Support from Friends:  Effects of Message Quality, Perceived Support Availability, and Problem Severity on Message 

Brant Burleson, Graham Bodie, Jennifer McCullough, Amanda Holmstrom, Jennifer Rack, Jennifer Gill, and Lisa Hanasono

Are Four Better Than Two? An Experimental Investigation of Shared Friendships Between Couples 
Richard Slatcher
                                      SATURDAY 

Paper Session:       Family processes
Sibling Types:  The Influence of Genetic Relatedness on Affectionate Communication 

Melissa Tafoya

Stepfamily: A System Analysis of Family Relations

Aleksandra Lewandowska-Walter
So, When Are You Two Having a Baby? Managing Information about Infertility within Social Networks 

Keli Ryan Steuber and Denise Solomon

Family Obligations and Support Behavior: A United States – Netherlands Comparison 

Pearl Dykstra and Teresa Clooney

Social Relationships amongst New Polish Migrants to Britain 
Robin Goodwin and Kinga Kunowska

Paper Session:       Empathy and emotion 
Towards Intimacy in Marriage – The Role of Spouses’ Empathy 
Maria Kazmierckak

What Is The Role of Emotional Linkage and Empathic Accuracy in Marital Support: An Observational Study 

Lesley Verhofstadt, Williams Ickes, Mark Davis, Inge Devoldre, and Ann Bugsse.

Expression of Appreciation in Relationships 

Nathaniel Lambert  and Frank Fincham

Understanding and Couple Well-Being: Is It Knowledge or Responsiveness That Matters? 

Monique Pollmann and Catrin Finkenauer
Statistical Models for Dyadic Discrepancies

Joseph Olson

	* * * * * * * * * *   EXCURSIONS TO HISTORIC NEWPORT, RHODE ISLAND  * * * * * * * * * *

Longer tour departs 1:00pm, shorter tour departs 4:00pm; both tours return to the Westin approx 9:30pm.


SUNDAY, JULY 20
	Time & Location
	                                                 Event

	7:30 – 8:30am 
Bristol
Kent
	Continental Breakfast in Narragansett Ballroom Lobby
Breakfast Discussion: Issues in Mentorship
Senior Scholars: Sandra Petronio, Terri Orbuch, and Beverly Fehr
Breakfast Discussion: Strategies for teaching 
Discussion Leader:  Denise Bartell

                                      SUNDAY 

	8:30 – 10:00am
Providence 1
Waterplace 3

Waterplace 2

8:30 – 10:00am,
continued

Washington
Blackstone

	Symposium:   Change in Marital Relationships over the Life Course 
Chair: Rick Miller

Predictors of Marital Stability or Divorce: A Thirty-Five Year Longitudinal Study of Medical Marriage
Thomas Holman and Eric Walker 

Evaluating an Expanded Version of Gottman’s Model with Longitudinal Data      Dean Busby

Marital Power Over the Life Course: Results from a 35 Year Longitudinal Study   Rick Miller, Regan Housley, and Jeremy Yorgason 
Emotional Togetherness Over Time in Marriage: Predicting the Trajectory Among Medical Wives
Jeremy Yorgason and Rick Miller
Paper Session:       Partner selection
Sources of Discouragement in Partnering: Too Many Standards or Too Few Marriageable Mates? 

Carrie Bredow and Ted Huston

Wanting Someone Because Someone Else Does: Human Mate-Choice Copying 

Michael Cunningham, Lee Dugatkin, Stephen Shamblen, Anita Barbee, and Perri Druen

Strategic Partner Selection Model: Balancing Connectedness and Self-Protection When Choosing a Romantic Partner 

Sadie Leder and Sandra Murray

Identifying and Selecting a Supportive Partner:  Assessing the Roles of Knowledge and Motivation Using a Signal Detection Approach 

Bulent Turan, Borah Lee, and Leonard Horowitz

The Anxiously Attached at Speed-dating: Unpopular and Unselective 
Joy McClure, John Lydon, Jodene Baccus, and Mark Baldwin

Paper Session:       Caregiving
The Intra-Psychic Caregiving Framework:  Caregiver Transitions and Emotions 

Laura Donorfio, Nancy Sheehan, and Kathy Kellett

Drawing from the Social Exchange, Lifespan, Social Cognition, and Social Skills Perspectives to Understand Caregiving as a Communicative and Relational Phenomenon 
Jennifer Kam

Understanding the Role of Religious Coping in the Evaluation of Person-Centered Comforting Messages 

Kristi Wilkum and Erina MacGeorge

The Couple Dynamics of Offering and Receiving Support for Antiretroviral Adherence 
Judith Wrubel, Scott Stumbo, and Mallory Johnson

Widowed Mothers Living with Adult Children: Who Takes Care of Mom? 
Judith Seltzer and Esther Friedman
                                      SUNDAY 

Paper Session:       Violence and abuse
Effects of Partner Violence on Urban Women’s Relationship Characteristics and Love Styles 

Rebecca Weston and Linda Marshall

Testing a Relational Goal Pursuit Theory of Obsessive Relational Intrusion and Stalking 
Brian Spitzberg, William Cupach, Annegret Hannawa, and John Crowley

Decisions to Not Seek Help: Differences between Victims of Intimate Terrorism and Situational Couple Violence 

Janel Leone, Megan Lape, and Yili Xu

Female Partner Abuse:  Factors Related to Negotiating with and Psychological Abuse of Male Partners 
Jac Brown

Examining Romantic Attachment and Anger Management As Predictors of Psychological Violence in Same-Sex Relationships
Marie-France Lafontaine, Katherine Peloquin, Melody Matte, and Cathy Dandurand

Workshop:      Interdependence Problems, Relationships, and  Personality
Chairs: Harry Reis and John Holmes

	10:00 – 10:30am 
	Coffee Break in Narragansett Ballroom Lobby

	10:00 – 3:30pm
	Book Exhibit in Providence 2/3

	10:30 – 12:00pm
Narragansett C
Providence 1
Providence 4
10:30 – 12:00pm, 
continued

Blackstone
Waterplace 3
	Invited Address:    W. Andrew Collins
The Course of True Love(S)...  Longitudinal-Developmental Perspectives on Romantic Relationships
Symposium:         Relationships in the Context of Race and Gender
Chair: Terri Orbuch
Marital Well-Being Over Time for Black American and White American Couples

Terri Orbuch and Jose Bauermeister
Avoidance in Marriage: Dyadic Perspectives and Implications for Well-being

Kira Birditt 

Husband’s Character Friendship and the Transition to Parenthood

Lance Peterson 

The Experience of Divorce in the Context of Race and Gender

Edna Brown 

Symposium:       Making Mountains Out Of Molehills
Chair: Mark Leary
The Post-Romantic Relationship: A Longitudinal Study of Social Allergies in Dating 

Michael Cunningham, Stephen Shamblen, and Anita Barbee 
                                      SUNDAY 

When Friends Disappoint: Boys’ and Girls’ Desire for Revenge in Response to Friendship Transgressions
Julie Paquette MacEvoy and Steven Asher
The Role of Contingent Self-esteem in Jealous and Aggressive Responses          to Friendship Interference

Jeffrey Parker, Cynthia Campbell, Sarah Kollat, and Alysa Lucas
A Model of Overreactions to Trivial Relational Events

Mark Leary, Ashley Batts Allen, and Marie-Joelle Estrada 
Workshop:   Strategies for Helping Researchers from Non-English Speaking Countries Publish Their Work in English-Language Journals
Discussion Leaders: Phillip Shaver and Audrey Brassard

Paper Session:       Breaking up
Predicting Post-divorce Coparenting Communication Using the Theory of Planned Behavior 

Lawrence Ganong, Marilyn Coleman, Melinda Markham, and Tanja Rothrauff

“Get Over It”: Divorce Advice among Adult Children of Divorce 

Andrea Lambert

Breaking Up Is Hard to Do: How Attachment Style Influences Postrelationship Adjustment 
Christopher Fagundes

On-Again/Off-Again Dating Relationships: What Keeps Partners Coming Back? 

Rene Dailey, Gary Beck, Borae Jin, and Abigail Pfiester

Relationship-Specific Identification: “We” Will Stay Together Longer Than You and I
Lisa Linardatos and John Lydon


	12:00 – 1:30pm
Kent
	Lunch in Narragansett A/B
Have Lunch with the Editors!  Lorne Campbell (PR) and Paul Mongeau (JSPR)

	1:30 – 3:00pm
Narragansett C
Providence 1
1:30 – 3:00pm, 
continued
Providence 4

Waterplace 1

Waterplace 3

1:30 – 3:00pm, 
continued


	Invited Address:    Rand Conger
The Development of Early Adult Romantic Relationships: Findings from the Family Transitions Project
Symposium:          Rejection Sensitivity, Interpersonal Violence, and Health
Chair: Pat Noller

Rejection Sensitivity, High-Risk Relationships, and Women’s Health

Geraldine Downey, Kathy Berenson, Christine Paprocki, Devika Blushan, and              Nabila El-Bassel
Rejection Sensitivity, Attachment Insecurity, Hostile Attributions and Violence 

Pat Noller and Laurance Robillard 
                              SUNDAY 

Rejection Sensitivity and Decoding Bias in Violent Men 

Laurance Robillard and Pat Noller
Disscussant: William Ickes
Symposium:    Long Distance in Close Relationships: Communication, Coping, and Mental Health in Geographically-Separated Relationships
Chair: Andy Merolla

I Miss You, But I’m Coping: Long Distance Relationship Status Affects Reactions to Partner Absences

Erin Crockett, Timothy Loving, Benjamin Le, and Miriam Korn

Satisfaction, Stress and Loneliness in Commuter Relationships: The Effects of Distance, Separation Length, Children, and Relationship Quality

Andy Merolla

Separation during Incarceration: An Investigation of Causal attributions, Mental Health, and Relationship Quality 

Jennifer Harman, Kristina Wilson, and Megan O’Grady

“How Do I Tell Them?”: Wartime Disclosures Post Deployment and Their Effects on Family Members’ Well-Being

Erin Sahlstein
Distance Effects in Same-Sex Male Friendships: Conceptualizing Men’s Relational Closeness 

Jonathan Bowman 
Discussant: Laura Stafford
Symposium:     Learning to love: Viewing Romantic Relationships through a Social Developmental Lens
Chair: John Kim
The Long Arm of Childhood and Adolescent Relationships: Predicting Parent and Peer Contributions to Adult Relationship Competence

Sara Kempner, W. Andrew Collins, Minda Oriña, and Michelle Englund

The Impact of Multiple Negative Conflict Strategies on Couple Functioning: A Process Analysis of Romantic Conflict

Katherine Haydon, Jessica Salvatore, Sally Kuo, and W. Andrew Collins

How Relationships in Middle and Late Adolescence Predict Adult Romantic Relationship Outcomes

John Kim, Jessica Salvatore, and W. Andrew Collins

A Longitudinal Social-Development Approach to Understanding the Effect of Commitment on the Functioning and Stability of Adult Romantic Relationships

Minda Oriña, Jeffy Simpson, W. Andrew Collins, John Kim, Jessica Salvatore, and Katherine Haydon
Discussant: Harry Reis
Paper Session:       Diverse Relational Contexts
“You Had to Have Been in My Passage Group”: Group Cohesiveness and Inside Jokes
Emily Langan
                                      SUNDAY 

Romantic Partners Rule: Effects of Ostracism on Partner vs. Stranger Interactions 

Nicole Capezza, Ximena Arriaga, Kipling Wiliams, and Jason Reed

Diversity as a Relational and Not a Group Phenomenon 

Randi Garcia and David Kenny

Concerns with Acting Prejudiced: Two Diary Studies of Inter-Racial Roommates 
Tessa West, David Kenny, and Nicole Shelton

Are the Golden Years Golden Years of Marriage?  The Effect of Retirement on Marital Quality 
Kathryn Coursolle

	3:00 – 3:15pm
	Break

	3:15 – 4:45pm
Providence 1
Providence 4
Bristol
3:15 – 4:45pm,
continued

Waterplace 3
Waterplace 2
	Symposium:     The Motivational Underpinnings of Relational Processes
Chairs: Amy Brunell and Heather Patrick
Self-Determination and Sexual Experience in Dating Relationships

Amy Brunell

“Why” Matters in Matters of the Heart: Self-Determination and Pro-Relationship Behaviors
Heather Patrick

When I Am Oriented toward “We” Is This Really Good for Me?: Feeling Pressured vs. Willing to Care for and Integrate a Partner into One’s Life 

Jennifer La Guardia

“When Someone I Don’t Know Fulfills My Needs”: Relationship-Serving Bias Following Relationship Comparisons
Amber Bush and C. Raymond Knee
Symposium:            The Jekyl and Hyde Effect in Relationships
Chair: Steven Graham
Adult Attachment and Organization of Partner Representations: Idealization-Denigration Theory

Joan Monin, Steven Graham, Margaret Clark, and Frank Fincham
Predicting Variability in the Perceptions of Best Friends Across Days

Margaret Clark

The Effect of Social Threat Cues on Partner Evaluation in Low Self-Esteem Individuals

Erfun Geula

Attachment, Partner Representations, and Conflict in Close Relationships

Steven Graham and Frank Fincham

Segregation of Positive and Negative Views of Significant Others in Borderline Personality Disorder

Kathy Berenson, Eshkol Rafaeli, and Geraldine Downey

Roundtable:          The Logic of Privacy and the Management of Disclosure
Chair: Sandra Petronio

Participants:  Sandra Petronio, Skyler Hawk, Tamara Afifi, Dawn Braithwait, Kathleen Galvin, Lauren Grill, Paul Arnston, Karen Kinahan, Jean Ostrom-Bloningen
                                      SUNDAY 

Paper Session :       Daily Experiences
How Do We Make It Work?: Daily Co-occurrence of Conflict and Sex in Same-Sex Couples 

Carl Ridley, Pamela Payne, and Casey Totenhagen

Adult Attachment and Daily Feedback: Lability of Self-Esteem and Relationship Evaluations 

Erica Hepper and Katherine Carnelley

Stress And Reactivity to Daily Relationship Events: How Stress Hinders Adaptive Processes in Marriage 

Lisa Neff and Benjamin Karney

What's Attachment Got to do with it? The Role of Attachment in Daily Sexual Goals 

Amie Gordon, Emily Impett, and Amy Strachman

Making Our Relationship Good: The Roles of Compassionate and Self-Image Goals in Creating Responsiveness and Relationship Quality 

Amy Canevello and Jennifer Crocker
Paper Session :       Individual Difference Factors I
Impact of Self-Monitoring and Interpersonal Traitson Interpersonal Trust in Heterosexual Relationships 

Stanley Gaines, Jana Jenkins, and Kelly Butler

The Impact of Discordant Gender Role Attitudes in Married Couples 
Susanne Biehle and Kristin Mickelson

“Demure is a Lady, Yet Timid is a Guy”:  Shyness, Gender, and Marital Satisfaction 

Levi Baker and James McNulty

The Role of Ambivalent Sexism and Conflict Resolution Styles on Marital Adjustment 
Ayça Özen and Nuray Sakallurlu 
Male and Female Body Image and Dieting in the context of Intimate Relationships 

Alice Boyes, Garth Fletcher, and Janet Latner

	4:50 – 6:20pm
Providence 2/3
Providence 1
Bristol
4:50 – 6:20pm,
continued

Waterplace 3
Waterplace 2
Washington
	Poster Session 3
Symposium:         Conflict, Intimate Partner Violence, and Relationships 

Chair: F. Scott Christopher

The Effects of Conflict Strategies on Assessments of Communication Quality and Marital Satisfaction:  An Actor-Partner Interdependence Analysis

Jacqueline Pflieger, Daniel Canary, and William Cupach 

Physical Abuse and Mental Health: Considering the Roles of Sex and Control 

F. Scott Christopher, Jacqueline Pflieger, Daniel Canary, and Laura Guerrero  

Women’s Experiences of Intimate Partner Violence: Exploring Mental Health Issues

Tiffani Kisler, Shannon Johnson, and F. Scott Christopher

Seeking Justice: A Socioecological Model of Rape Survivors’ Prosecution Decisions

Mary Anders and F. Scott Christopher

Discussant: Brian Spitzburg
Roundtable: Relationship Neuroscience: What Are the Possibilities?

Chairs: Arthur Aron and James Coan
                                      SUNDAY 

Paper Session:       Individual Difference Factors II
Fearing Rejection and Craving Connection: The Social Threat and Reward Scales 
Geoff MacDonald

The Regulatory Function of Self-Esteem: Testing the Acceptance and Epistemic Signaling Systems 

Danu Stinson, Christine Logel, Joanne Wood, John Holmes, and Danielle Gaucher

Optimistic Expectations: A Resource or Vulnerability for Romantic Relationships? 

Elizabeth Broady, Lisa Neff, and Andrew Geers

Exploring the Bright Side: A study of Touch Avoidance, Warmth, and Relational Satisfaction in Romantic Dyads Over Time 

Lea Ciceraro and Peter Andersen

Paper Session :     Conflict and Communication
The Topic Avoidance Observational Coding System 

Walid Afifi and Tamara Afifi

Topic Avoidance in Close Opposite-Sex Relationships: Samples in Taiwan and China 

Shuangyue Zhang, Shu-Fang Lin, and Hengchao Liu

The Use of Humor During Conflict in Dating Couples: The Pros and Cons of Using Different Types of Humor 

Lorne Campbell, Rod Martin, and Jennie Ward

Regulation Processes in Intimate Relationships: The Costs and Benefits of Trying to Change Intimate Partners 

Nickola Overall, Garth Fletcher, and Jeffry Simpson

Initiator Style in Couples Coping with Major Depressive Disorder 
Wayne Denton and Paul Nakonezny

Paper Session :      Social Cognition 
Layers of Identity and Experiences of Hurt: A Theme Analysis 

Rachel McLaren, Jennifer Priem, and Denise Solomon

Examining the Unexamined Life: Impacts of Threats to Attachment Beliefs on Interpersonal Cognition, Behavior, and Emotion

Roxanne Thrush and Brooke Feeney

How a Disability Influences Perceptions of First Date Goals:  Wheelchairs, Activity Levels, and Sex Differences 

Melissa Tafoya and Paul Mongeau

The Warm and Fuzzy Feeling of Similarity: The Dynamics of Change in Similarity  Perception During Interpersonal Evaluations 

Kaska Kubacka, Catrin Finkenauer, Caryl Rusbult, and Monique Pollmann

Procedural Justice in Close Relationships: The Moderating Role of Gender 
Esther Kluwer, Maureen Tumewu, and Kees Van den Bos

 6:30 – Dinner Cruise and Awards Banquet!!
      Buses depart from the Westin at 7pm and will return at approximately 11pm


Poster

Slot # 


Poster Session #1    Friday, 4:50 – 6:20 pm
	01
	 
	The Tunnel of Love: Attentional Bias towards Mother in Middle Childhood,  Guy Bosmans, Caroline Braet, Ernst Koster, Rudi De Raedt

	02
	 
	Intimacy in the Daily Life of Couples: Fluctuations and Key Moments,  Kaisa Malinen, Anna Rönkä

	03
	 
	Friendship Quality, Perceived Mattering, and Happiness,  Fanita Tyrell, Andreea Nica, Meliksah Demir

	04
	 
	The Effectiveness of Daily Spousal Support: A Diary Study,  Inge Devoldre, Lesley Verhofstadt, Ann Buysse

	05
	 
	Differentiating Computer-Mediated Social Support from Face-to-Face Social Support,  Andrew High, Denise Solomon

	06
	 
	Spirituality in the Sexual Lives of Same-Sex Couples,  Pamela Payne, Carl Ridley

	07
	 
	Meta-Analysis of Feeling Close: Initial Results,  Po Ching Clara Li, Suzanne Riela, Arthur Aron

	08
	 
	A Relational Turbulence Model of Reactions to Sexual Intimacy within Marriage,  Jennifer Theiss, Mary Nagy

	09
	 
	The Importance of Family Relationships: Addiction Behaviours in Adolescents,  Mimma Tafà, Claudia Chiarolanza

	10
	 
	How Stress Mediates the Relationship between Income and Social Support Behaviors,  Daniel Hubler, Brandt Gardner, Brandon Burr, Jennifer Patterson, Emily Rolling, Stephanie Legako

	11
	 
	Maternal Secure Base Scripts, Parenting, and Children’s Emotion Regulation,  Ashley Seibert, Laura Brumariu, Kathryn Kerns, Shannon Siener

	12
	 
	Maturity of Defense Mechanisms as Predictors of Marital Satisfaction Across Three Decades,  Nadeem Hasan, Robert Bailey, Robert Waldinger

	13
	 
	The Accuracy of Recalling Relationship Quality after Dissolution: A Memory Bias Perspective,  Helena Martin, Ty Tashiro, Suzie Farhang, Lauren Anderson

	14
	 
	Social Support Networks of Native Whites and Foreign-Born Immigrants,  Chinyere Osuji 

	15
	 
	Improving the Adjustment and Coparenting Relationships after Divorce in Portugal: A Psychotherapeutic Group Intervention for Divorced Parents,  Diogo Lamela, Tiago Gonçalves, Maria Castro, Ana Pereira, Ana Luisa Guimarães, Ana Teixeira, Lucia Lopes, Teresa Freire, Bárbara Figueiredo 

	16
	 
	Assessing Romantic Attachment: An Item Response Theory Analysis of Four Measures of Attachment Strength,  Mary Campa

	17
	 
	The Impact of Positive and Negative Affect on Creativity and Avoidance in Interpersonal Problem Solving for People at Risk for Generalized Anxiety Disorder,  Sara Ericson, Lauren Krevet, Jason Belcher, Ty Tashiro,  

	18
	 
	Academic Stress, Perceived versus Received Social Support, and Mental Health Outcomes,  Shannon Johnson, Beth Babin Gallagher

	19
	 
	Mating Preferences and Strategies of the Machiavellian Personality,  Mathew Dussault, Mahzad Hojjat, Thomas Boone

	20
	 
	Relationship Functioning, Self-Esteem and Perceived Severity of Threat of Transgressions in Romantic Relationships,  Susan Han, Jeffrey Volkmann, James Maddux 

	21
	 
	Communicating Exclusivity in Best and Close Friendships,  Alysa Lucas, Ladori Risé Lara

	22
	 
	Language Expectations, Influence, and Relational Evaluations: Examining the Impact of Language Expectancies on Compliance and Predicted Outcome Values,  Jessica Moore

	23
	 
	Relational Goal Pursuit Theory and Its Relations with Relational Entitlement and Proprietariness Belief System,  Brian Spitzberg, William Cupach, Annegret Hannawa, John Crowley

	24
	 
	Romantic Expressions of Valentine’s Day Cards: Genuine Emotion or Social Influence Tactic?   Marie-Joelle Estrada, Mark Leary

	25
	 
	Responsiveness to Change: How Well Can We Detect Change in Relationships Over Time?  Ronald Rogge, Janette Funk, Soonhee Lee

	26
	 
	Developmental and Current Relational Influences on Academic Identity,  Elizabeth McFadden, Jennifer La Guardia

	27
	 
	Romantic Relationships on the Internet: Cultural Background and Personality Influences on Users’ Attitudes,  Rita D'Amico

	28
   29
	 
	Considering the Health Implications of Hookups: Safe Sex Practices and Sexual Coercion,  Christina Shaw, Beth Babin Gallagher, Paul Mongeau, Shannon Johnson, Kendra Knight
Matters of the Heart: Emotional Engagement in Patients and Spouses Affected by Cardiac Crises   Sharon So, Jennifer La Guardia


Poster

Slot # 

    Poster Session #1   Friday, 4:50 – 6:20 pm, continued
	30
	 
	The Effects of Motivated Sacrifice on Relationship Quality,  Brent Mattingly, Eddie Clark, Cassandra Yost, Nicolas LeFeve

	31
	 
	Do Maltreating and Non-Maltreating Parents Differ in How Frequently They Praise their Children? A Meta-Analysis of Observational Studies,  Steven Wilson, Elizabeth Munz

	32
	 
	"I Like It Like That:” Understanding Sexual Disclosures through a Message Production Lens,   Jennifer Gill-Rosier

	33
	 
	Couple Relationships in a Media World – A Study on Couple’s Communication Practices and Construction of Identity in Everyday Life,  Christine Dietmar

	34
	 
	The Balance of Work in the Initiation of Relationships,  Lindsey Guynn, Susan Sprecher, James Brooks

	35
	 
	What Does a Person Do to Stay in a Couple Relationship?  Lilian Vidal-Gonzalez, Sofia Rivera-Aragon

	36
	 
	Student Satisfaction with Varying Levels of Parent Involvement in Higher Education,  De'Sha Wolf

	37
	 
	Gender Moderates the Relations among Measures of Social Support and Adjustment in Transplant Patients,  Sandra Shallcross, Patricia Frazier

	38
	 
	Medical Students’ Promoting Disclosure about the Relational Component of Illness for Patients with Disabilities,  Ashley Duggan, Ylisabyth Bradshaw, Wayne Altman, Hilary Weismann, Colleen Coburn

	39
	 
	“Maybe This Is the Best Thing That Could Have Happened”: Explaining Poor Quality Support in the Context of Miscarriage,  Erina MacGeorge, Kristi Wilkum, Faith Bontrager, Heather Servaty-Seib, Lyndsey Warner, Jerilyn Mincy

	40
	 
	Jealousy, Anxiety, Depression, and Anger in the Mexican Couple,  Sofia Rivera-Aragon, Rolando Diaz-Loving, Nancy Montero-Santamaria, Gerardo Villanueva Orozco

	41
	 
	Desire for Change in One’s Spouse and Its Effects on Appraisals of Marital Problem-Solving Ability,  Ravinder Sidhu, Gelareh Karimiha, Uzma Rehman

	42
	 
	Perceptions of Partner Behaviours in Intimate Relationships: The Role of Depressive Symptomatology and Related Personality Traits,  Gelareh Karimiha, Ravinder Sidhu, Uzma Rehman

	43
	 
	Couple Relationship Characteristics and Their Association to Attachment Styles,  Sean Seepersad, Milia Mahfoud

	44
	 
	Social Support, Social Control, and Social Capital: Relational Implications and Considerations,  Jimmie Manning, Andrea Lambert

	45
	 
	Avoidant Attachment Style as an Evolutionary-Based Regulator of Sexual Strategies,  João Moreira

	46
	 
	Does Mom's Race Matter? Outcomes for Biracial Adolescents,  Sarah Schlabach

	47
	 
	Gender Differences in Attachment and Young Partners’ Intimate Relationships Dimensions: A Comprehensive Interpersonal Dynamic Model,  Carla Alexandra Paiva, Bárbara Figueiredo, William Henry

	48
	 
	What Is This Thing Called Love?  Keith Davis, Raymond Bergner

	49
	 
	Timing of Self-Disclosure in Existing Relationships,  Kate Magsamen-Conrad, Kathryn Greene, Smita Banerjee, Zhanna Bagdasarov  

	50
	 
	Case Study of Roles in a Lesbian Headed Household,  Jonathan Pettigrew, Shannon Lewis

	51
	
	To Delay or Not to Delay: The Effects of Timing and Manner in Disclosing a Same-Sex Sexual Orientation,  Sharon Dane, Geoff MacDonald, Barbara Masser, Julie Duck


                                         Poster Session #2     Saturday, 8:30 – 10am
	01
	 
	The Role of Deception in Romantic Relationships,  Allison DeFinis, Susan Hendrick, Clyde Hendrick

	02
	 
	Personality and Romantic Relationship Quality as Predictors of Happiness,  Fanita Tyrell, Meliksah Demir

	03
	 
	The Role of Positive Emotions in the Link Between Negative Emotions and Marital Interactions,  Meggan Donahue

	04
	 
	How Do You Really Feel? The Unique Predictive Validity of Implicit Attitudes toward Romantic Partners,  Soonhee Lee, Ronald Rogge, Harry Reis

	05
	 
	Mutual Commitment in Romantic Relationships,  Kristy Cahoon, Daniel Weigel

	06
	 
	First Borns Don’t Have It All,  Emily Hill, Margaret Clark, Edward Lemay

	07
	 
	“I Want to Stay” vs. “I Don’t Want to Go” Approach and Avoidance Relationship Commitment,  Amy Strachman, Shelly Gable

	08
	 
	How Do You Know When to Let Go? Factors Contributing to Continued Emotional Attachment to an Ex-Partner,  Stephanie Spielmann, Geoff MacDonald, Anne Wilson


Poster

Slot # 

              Poster Session #2   Saturday, 8:30 – 10am, continued
	09
	 
	Relationship of Social Constraints in Talking about Diabetes to Significant Others and Diabetes Self-Care: A Social-Cognitive Perspective,  Abby Braitman, Valerian Derlega, James Henson

	10
	 
	Coach-Athlete Positive Perceptions and Empathic Accuracy,  Ross Lorimer, Sophia Jowett

	11
	 
	The Roles of Autonomy and Control in the Day-to-Day Activities of a Romantic Relationship,  Graham Gaine, Jennifer La Guardia

	12
	 
	Filial Obligation and Anxiety of Adult Children: Effects of Parental Need,  Hsing-yi Chuo

	13
	 
	Relationship Ambivalence and Conflict Resolution in Overweight versus Mixed-Weight Couples,  Emily Butler, Melissa Curran

	14
	 
	Relational Expectations of Cohabiting Couples Compared to Married Couples,  Jennifer Rojas, Anisa Zvonkovic, Elizabeth Sharp

	15
	 
	Examining the Relationship between Romanticism and Relational Cognitive Complexity,  Cynthia Torppa

	16
	 
	Adult Children’s Care-Giving Behaviors in Taiwan: the Role of Filial Responsibility and Parental Affection,  Tsui-Shan Li

	17
	 
	Mediating Effects of Stress on the Adult Attachment and Relationship Satisfaction Connection,  Stephanie Legako, Brandt Gardner, Brandon Burr, Jennifer Patterson, Emily Rolling, Daniel Hubler

	18
	 
	I Try Not to Tell Them about It: College Students' Communication with Parents about Consumption and Purchasing,  Cindy White, Tonya Hill

	19
	 
	Towards a Dyadic and Developmental Model of Forgiveness,  Amanda Snook, David Kenny

	20
	 
	The Role of Exclusivity Ideals in College Students’ Dating Relationships,  Melinda Ciccocioppo, Irene Frieze

	21
	 
	Leaving The Door Half-Closed: Research about the Future of Romantic Relationships,  Claudia Chiarolanza, Ritagrazia Ardone, Giulia Del Gatto, Valentina Del Prete, Francesca Rongo

	22
	 
	Relational-Interdependent Self-Construal and the Use of Routine and Strategic Behaviors to Maintain Romantic Relationships,  Debra Oswald, Levi Baker

	23
	 
	Development of the Self-Expansion Opportunity Measure,  Hayley Fivecoat, Jennifer Rodden, Arthur Aron

	24
	 
	Emotional Expression and Respect in Romantic Relationships,  Kasi Howard, Susan Hendrick, Clyde Hendrick

	25
	 
	Avoidance in Attachment: Some Differential Issues
Reme Melero Cavero, Mª José Cantero López

	26
	 
	Humanizing Health Care by Teaching Therapeutic Interpersonal Relationship
Antonia Regina Furegato, Maria Cecilia M. Scatena

	27
	 
	Reasons for Hooking Up: Personal, Social, Relational, and (Of Course) Sexual Goals
Kendra Knight, Shannon Johnson, Paul Mongeau, Beth Babin Gallagher, Christina Shaw

	28
	 
	Pictorial Representations of Social Relationships: "Social Autographs" Generated by Insiders through Hand and Computer Drawings,  Catalin Mamali, Robert Adams

	29
	 
	Behind the Mask: The Role of Need-Fulfillment in Self-Concealment and Well-Being,  Helen Lee Lin, Ahmet Uysal, Raymond Knee

	30
	 
	Quality of Care during Childhood, Attachment, Style to a Partner and Abuse Relationships in Early Adulthood,  Carla Alexandra Paiva, Bárbara Figueiredo

	31
	 
	Interpersonal Needs and Psychological Health of Male and Female Prison Inmates Who Live in the Same Prison,  Rodrigo Carcedo, Félix López, Begoña Orgaz, Katalint Toth, Fernández-Rouco Noelia

	32
	 
	Factor Structure and Criterion Validity of the Meta-Perspective Version of the Coach-Athlete Relationship Questionnaire (CART-Q),  Sophia Jowett

	33
	 
	Marital Intimate Relationship before Divorce: Psychological Adjustment and Coparenting Relationship after Marital Dissolution,  Bárbara Figueiredo, Diogo Lamela, Ana Luisa Guimarães, Ana Rita Teixeira, Lucia Lopes, Maria Castro, Tiago Gonçalves, Ana Luisa Pereira

	34
	 
	The Meta-Analytic Structure of Love,  James Graham

	35
	 
	Taking a Closer Look at Inclusion of Other in the Self with Morphed Faces,  Suzanne Riela, Sarah Ketay, Arthur Aron, Julian P. Keenan

	36
	 
	Respect Makes a Difference,  Tammy Lowery Zacchilli, Clyde Hendrick, Susan Hendrick

	37
	 
	A Comparative Approach to Relationship Research: Relationship Style, Personality, And Demographic Variables in Captive Chimpanzees, Pan troglodytes,  Stephanie Schneider, James King


Poster

Slot # 

              Poster Session #2   Saturday, 8:30 – 10am, continued
	38
	 
	Development of Locus of Control Scale for Mexican Couples,  Nancy Montero-Santamaria, Sofia Rivera-Aragon, Rolando Diaz-Loving

	39
	 
	A Pain in the Arm: Attachment, Social Support, and the Tourniquet Procedure,  Carol Wilson, Charles Arayata, Ginelle Krummey, Erika Marshall

	40
	 
	Who Is a Bully? Student and Teacher Perceptions,  Karen Rothstein

	41
	 
	Naïve Reality in Marriage and Divorce Choice Behaviors: Perspectives on Marital Transgressions as “Divorceable Offenses,” Gary Beck

	42
	 
	The Content of Relational Uncertainty within Marriage,  Leanne Knobloch

	43
	 
	Predicting Relationship Satisfaction: Not All the Usual Suspects,  Erin Logue, Susan Hendrick, Clyde Hendrick

	44
	 
	The Relationship between Interpersonal Conflict and the Experience of Irritable Bowel Syndrome: An Exploratory Investigation,  Jennifer Bevan

	45
	 
	Close Relationships and the Need for Cognitive Closure, Randy Overbeek, Clyde Hendrick

	46
	 
	You Light Up My Life! The Energizing Effect of Positive Attachment Models,  Michelle Luke, Katherine Carnelley, Constantine Sedikides

	47
	 
	Understanding Young Adults’ Short-Term Relationship Strategies: The Roles of Gender, Romantic Attachment Styles, and Casual Sex Motivations, Thomas Pearson, Sherry Beaumont

	48
	 
	Negative Beliefs about Low Self-Esteem: The Consequences for Interpersonal Relationships,  Jennifer McClellan, John Holmes, Jessica Cameron

	49
	 
	The Role of Emotion Regulation and Coping in the Maintenance of Psychologically Abusive Relationships,  Christine Chang-Schneider, William Swann, Jr.

	50
	 
	Commitment and Relationship Maintenance during Short-Term Geographic Separations: The Mediational Role of Missing a Partner, Benjamin Le, Erin Crockett, Miriam Korn, Timothy Loving

	51
	 
	Predicting Relationship Satisfaction among Caucasians and Asians: Equity and Attachment Perspectives, Mie Kito, Marian Morry

	52
	 
	Romantic Attachment, Dyadic Empathy, and Relationship Quality: A Dyadic Approach
Katherine Peloquin, Marie-France Lafontaine, Cathy Dandrand, Melody Matte

	53
	 
	Division of Household Labor and Distress: The Role of Perceived Fairness and Spillover for Working Mothers
Sharon Claffey, Kristin Mickelson

	54
	 
	Commitment, Passion, and Intimacy: Testing the Attraction-Similarity Model in Dating Relationships
Marian Morry, Simmi Mann, Jessica Scholz, Mie Kito

	55
	 
	Relationship Issues at the End of Life
Maureen Keeley

	56
	 
	A Cross-Cultural Study of Perceived Spousal Support and Marital Satisfaction.
Sowan Wong, Robin Goodwin

	57
	 
	Adult Attachment Dimensions, Sex, and Romantic Relationship Status: How Each Predicts Scores on the Empathy Quotient and Its Sub-Components
Angela Rowe, Christine Mohr

	58
	 
	A Multi-Method Investigation of the Development of Effective Listening in Counselling,  Billy Lee, Sue Widdicombe, Liz Bondi, Seamus Prior

	59
	 
	Do Interethnic Couples Differ from Intraethnic Couples?: A Modification of the Investment Model,  Xinmiao Zhong, Duncan Cramer

	60
	 
	An Investigation of College Students’ Casual Sex Attitudes and Behaviours Using the Theory of Planned Behaviour,  Caroline Rankin

	61
	 
	An Evaluation of Current Remarriage and Stepfamily Self-Help Literature,  Marilyn Coleman, Lynette Nickleberry




                  Poster Session #3    Sunday, 4:50 – 6:20 pm
	01
	 
	Friendship, Attachment and Happiness,  Meliksah Demir, Andreea Nica

	02
	 
	Stages of Change and Advice Perception,  Sunkyung Kim, Carol Bishop Mills


Poster

Slot # 
                           Poster Session #3    Sunday, 4:50 – 6:20 pm, continued
	03
	 
	Seeking And Providing Social Support: The Impact of Attachment Style, Relationship Competence, and Perceptions of Partner,  Mina Sachdev, Barbara Winstead

	04
	 
	Revisiting Tucker’s (1966) Approach to Determining Growth Curves,  Renate Houts, Catherine Surra

	05
	 
	Depression as a Mediator of the Association between Parental Attachment Security and College Student Engagement in High Risk Behaviors ,  Stephanie Parade, Esther Leerkes

	06
	 
	An Examination of the Relationship between Former Partners’ Relational and Individual Functioning From a Multidimensional Point of View ,Olivia De Smet, Ann Buysse

	07
	 
	Authenticity and Secrecy: A Mediational Model,  Ahmet Uysal, Helen Lee Lin, Raymond Knee

	08
	 
	Marital Satisfaction in Families with a Handicapped Child,  Dagmara Budnik

	09
	 
	Perceptions of Jealousy Expressions in Intimate Relationships,  Megan O'Grady, Julie Maertens, Jennifer Harman

	10
	 
	A Gratitude Prototype Analysis: Varieties of Gratitude Expriences,  Nathaniel Lambert, Steven Graham, Frank Fincham

	11
	 
	Attachment Style of Parents and Parental Attitudes in Relation to Adaptation of Children to Kindergarten,  Ellie Neuman-Fligelman, Nurit Gur-Yaish, Ruth Sharabany

	12
	 
	Nonverbal Behavioral Indicators of Couples’ Transitions into Negative Affect,  Jennifer Patterson, Brandt Gardner, Brandon Burr, Emily Rolling, Daniel Hubler, Stephanie Legako

	13
	 
	The Convergence Communication Scale (CCS): Development and Evaluation of an Interpersonal Submission Assessment,  Michelle Miller-Day

	14
	 
	Attachment Insecurity, Social Cognition Deficits and Experience of Abuse as Predictors of Intimate Partner Homicide in Men in Panama,  José M. Causadias, Gabrielle Britton, Emelyn Y. Sánchez, Anilena Mejía, Angélica Motta, Johana Zapata, Genevieve Barb

	15
	 
	Attachment Anxiety and Avoidance and the Utilization of Support Networks in Times of Need,  Harriet Rosenthal, Judi Walsh, Richard Crisp, Claire Farrow

	16
	 
	I Have No Friends, But I Don’t Care: The Role of Self-Esteem in the Relation between Social Competence and Depressive Symptoms,  Janelle Cambron, Linda Acitelli

	17
	 
	Comparison Levels and Parent-Child Relationships: Examining the Role of Social Cognition in Relationship Satisfaction, Depression and Self-Esteem ,  Ashley Middleton

	18
	 
	Predicting Entry into Social Situations,  Lindsey Beck, Margaret Clark

	19
	 
	Gender and Marital Commitment,  Chiung-Ya Tang

	20
	 
	Measuring Relationship Mutuality: Development of Marital Engagement-Type of Union Scale and Partners Apperception Test,  Beata Labunko Messier, Jefferson A. Singer, Nicole Alea, Jenna Baddeley, Stephanie C. Vick, Rene R. Sanders

	21
	 
	“Friends with Benefits”: A New Scale to Assess Attitudes toward Casual Sex Relationships,  Kathleen Preston, William Marelich

	22
	 
	Attachment Styles and Negative Affect: How Does Physiological Reactivity Affect Flexibility in Transition of Emotional States?,  Emily Rolling, Brandt Gardner, Brandon Burr, Jennifer Patterson, Daniel Hubler, Stephanie Legako

	23
	 
	How Many Friends Are Enough?: An Analysis of Friendship Network Size, Satisfaction and Adequacy,  Emily Langan, Barrett McRay

	24
	 
	Empathic Accuracy in Coach-Athlete Dyads from Team and Individual Sports,  Ross Lorimer, Sophia Jowett

	25
	 
	Perceived Big 5 Profile Similarity and Relationship Satisfaction: Differences in Gender and Relationship Type,  Erina Lee

	26
	 
	The Masculine Gender Role Stress Scale – Conclusions from Polish Studies,  Maria Kazmierczak, Karol Karasiewicz

	27
	 
	Positive Self-Disclosure: What Do We Talk About, to Whom, and Why?,  Sara Anderson, Valerian Derlega, Barbara Winstead, Elizabeth Ford, Abby Braitman

	28
	 
	Revise the Measurement of Social Support from the "Social Network Analysis" Viewpoint,  Jack Chou, Yun-Ngor Ho, Sy-Feng Wang 

	29
	 
	The Role of Oxytocin in the Perception of Sadness,  Angeliki Theodoridou, Ian Penton-Voak, Robbie Cooper, Angela Rowe

	30
	 
	Friendship and Social Context: An Investigation of Foci of Activities and Their Relation with Friendships in Brazilian High School and University Students ,  Agnaldo Garcia, Fernanda Dettogni, Livia Brandão


Poster

Slot # 
                           Poster Session #3    Sunday, 4:50 – 6:20 pm, continued
	31
	 
	Intergenerational Transmission of Dyadic Forgiveness: From Married Parents to Engaged Children,  Silvia Donato, Giorgia Paleari, Camillo Regalia, Anna Bertoni, Raffaella Iafrate,  

	32
	 
	Differentiating among Female Relationship Aggressors: Two Types of Perpetrators,  Lisa Taylor

	33
	 
	Attachment and Self-Construal: Intra-Individual and Interpersonal Effects,  Kostas Kafetsios

	34
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A God Shaped-Hole: Evangelical Women’s Strategies for Romantic Restraint  Saturday, 8:30-10:00am

How do evangelical Christian women, living in a secular society and attending a liberal university, uphold their values of sexual purity and romantic restraint? In a qualitative study of evangelical college women at a large, private university on the east coast, I investigated how these women were able to circumvent much of the sexual pressure placed on college women. I identified four strategies that women used to construct a non-sexual alternate model of romance based on an ideal relationship with Jesus Christ. Examining how evangelicals create their own model of appropriate dating within a larger and often diametrically opposed environment adds knowledge about how “culturally proximate” groups reinterpret our familiar environment to suit their needs.

A Workshop on Interdependence Problems, Relationships, and Personality: Why Relationship Science Needs Interdependence Theory  Sunday, 8:30-10:00am

Although most relationship researchers are aware of Interdependence Theory (IT; eg., Kelley et al., 2003), few incorporate it into their theories and research.  We believe that this is unfortunate, because IT has much to offer relationship science.  One reason why IT has not been widely adopted is that most presentations of the theory are dauntingly complex.  This need not be the case, however; the rudiments of IT can be expressed and understood with relatively straight-forward concepts. The goal of this workshop is to provide relationship researchers with an understanding of the basic concepts of IT and their relevance to understanding interaction and relationships. Our plan for this workshop is to spend approximately 45 minutes presenting the basics of IT in a didactic format, as they apply to the study of interaction and relationships.  The remaining 45 minutes will be spent in audience interaction, using these basic concepts to discuss the particular research interests of audience members.  This will be done by having audience members suggest topics and research interests, and then re-conceptualizing them in IT terms.

Adolescent Mothers` Adjustment to Motherhood: Links between Identity and Attachment  Friday, 10:30-12:00pm

Becoming a mother during adolescence constitutes an unusual challenge for someone whose identity is still under construction. Despite the potential of risk carried by early motherhood research evidence shows diversity in the quality of adolescent´ mothers adjustment. This study aims to explore factors linked to psychological adjustment of adolescent mothers, on the basis of identity issues, 12 months after their baby was born. Special relevance is given to quality of adolescent mothers` attachment representation and social support. Significant associations were found between profiles of adjustment to motherhood and adolescent AAI classifications (security vs. insecurity).  However, this association is not linear. Social support measures play a stronger role predicting adjustment.
Adult Attachment and Daily Feedback: Lability of Self-Esteem and Relationship Evaluations  Sunday, 3:15-4:45pm

An individual’s levels of attachment anxiety (about abandonment) and avoidance (of intimacy) influence the way his or her self-esteem is constructed and regulated. In particular, self-esteem may be more or less contingent on validating one’s interpersonal acceptance and/or agentic attributes. This 14-day diary study examined the extent to which the self-esteem of individuals with different attachment patterns fluctuates as a function of daily positive and negative feedback in these areas. Results showed that, as expected, those with higher attachment-anxiety evince greater self-esteem lability to interpersonal feedback. Those with higher avoidance benefit less from positive interpersonal feedback but value romantic partners who provide positive feedback. However, they do not benefit more from potentially self-relevant competence feedback. Attachment is a valuable framework within which to understand day-to-day patterns of self-esteem maintenance.

An Analogue Study of Parent-Adolescent Conflict: Processes and Outcomes  Friday, 10:30-12:00pm

The purpose of this study was to investigate specific styles of parent-adolescent conflict and the processes that link such conflict with parent-adolescent relationships and adolescent adjustment. Participants were 58 two-parent family triads (mother, father, adolescent). The adolescents were aged 12 to 16 years. Participants responded to questionnaires relating to their perceptions of, and affective responses to, taped discussions illustrating four styles of conflict (coercion, parent demand/adolescent withdraw, adolescent demand/parent withdraw, and mutuality). Family relationships were assessed for affection and parenting behavior (psychological control; behavioural control and acceptance). Adolescent adjustment was assessed in terms of internalising and externalising behavior and self-esteem. Mothers’ and adolescents’ perceptions of their relationships mediated the associations between the typicality of the mother-adolescent coercive discussions and adolescent externalising behaviour and self-esteem. Also, fathers’ and adolescents’ perceptions of their relationships mediated the associations between the typicality of father-demands/adolescent-withdraws conflict and adolescents’ internalising and externalising behavior and self-esteem.

An Attachment Perspective on Human-Pet Relationships: Conceptualization and Assessment of Individual Differences in Attachment Orientations towards Pets   Saturday, 10:30-12:00pm

The basic premise of our study is that attachment thoughts, feelings, and behaviours can be targeted toward a pet. This premise relies on empirical findings that non-human figures can fulfill attachment needs and an extensive literature review that shows that human-pet bonds meet the prerequisites of an attachment bond. We also assume that it is possible to conceptualize individual differences in human-pet relationships in the same way that such differences are currently conceptualized within human-human relationships. On this basis, we constructed a self-report instrument -- the Pet Attachment Questionnaire – that includes two subscales tapping the two major dimensions of attachment orientations – anxiety, avoidance -- in human-pet relationship. These subscales are internally consistent and display theoretically-coherent patterns of associations with other psychological constructs. Individual variations in these subscales meaningfully predict people's expectations from their pet and their patterns of cognitions, emotions, and behaviors during interactions with the pet (147 words).

Applying Relationship Theories to Social Issues: Sex, Violence and Growing Old  Friday, 10:30-12:00pm

The theme of this symposium is that relationship theories can provide insight into social issues and inform interventions. 
Agnew’s paper on “The Interdependence of Contraceptive Behavior” applies concepts from the investment model to condom use.  Commitment mediated high risk sexual behaviors.  The paper by Arriaga and colleagues – “Stuck In A Bad Relationship” – applies concepts from interdependence and consistency theories to victims’ justifying the violence they experience in relationships.  Females who felt dependent were most likely to justify violence. Mashek’s paper – “Inclusion of Community in the Self” – applies the Aron’s (Aron & Aron, 1986) self-expansion model of relationships to the measurement of community connectedness.  Findings provided evidence for the validity, and stability of the Inclusion of Community in Self (ICS) Scale and demonstrated its applicability.   Coleman and Medvene’s paper – “Toward Person-Centered Caregiving” – demonstrated the applicability of the concepts of relationship interdependence and awareness to skilled caregiving by geriatric nurse aides.

Are Four Better Than Two? An Experimental Investigation of Shared Friendships between Couples   Saturday, 1:30-3:00pm

Couples’ shared friendships with others have been found to be positively related to relationship quality. However, little is known about why such friendships are beneficial for couples or how they develop. This paper examines how friendships between couples form and implications for within-couple processes. Pairs of unacquainted dating couples were randomly assigned to one of two conditions where they engaged in a 45-minute interaction. In one condition, couples carried out self-disclosure tasks; in the other condition, couples engaged in small-talk discussions. Compared to those in the small-talk condition, those in the high-disclosure condition felt closer to the other couples and more likely to contact them during the following month. Further, couples in the high-disclosure condition felt closer to their own partners immediately following the interaction. Changes in within-couple closeness were mediated by changes in positive affect. Implications for studying the interplay of social networks and romantic relationships will be discussed.
Are the Golden Years Golden Years of Marriage?:  The Effect of Retirement on Marital Quality  Sunday, 1:30-3:00pm

Increases in life expectancy and the aging of large cohorts of baby boomers into retirement will drastically increase the proportion of retired individuals in the United States.  Changes in female employment are reshaping the retirement experience towards a more “coupled” phenomenon.  While retirement may improve marital quality by reducing role conflict, it may also be possible that retirement could disrupt previous marital roles and provide an additional marriage stressor.  This study uses data from the Wisconsin Longitudinal Study and a life course perspective to examine the association between retirement and marital quality.  I find little evidence of an overall effect of retirement on marital quality for men or women, but I find important moderating associations.  For men, I find retirement is associated with increases in marital conflict if their wives remain employed.  Retirement for women is associated with improved marital satisfaction if she left a job with low satisfaction.

Attachment across the Lifespan: Life Phases and Contexts  Friday, 10:30-12:00pm

Bowlby’s famous quote that attachment bonds span the “cradle to the grave” has received increasing emphasis in attachment research in recent times. In this symposium we bring together three papers that examine attachment across three diverse contexts and phases of development. The first paper by Pearce investigates mother’s perceptions of their autistic children’s attachment bonds alongside comparisons with mothers of non-autistic children. Gillath and Selcuk use innovative methods to examine how young adult’s negotiation of their social networks is influenced by attachment. Karantzas investigates the often neglected phase of the life-span, late adulthood, and the role of attachment in predicting adult children and older parents’ perceptions of carer burden. Two common themes link these papers: (1) the influence of attachment on people’s meta-cognitions of how others feel toward them, and (2) the distinct outcomes of attachment avoidance and anxiety across the lifespan.

Attachment Style and Sexual Experience: Does Emotion Regulation Mediate Their Link?  Saturday, 10:30-12:00pm
Following recent research (Birnbaum et al., 2006; Mikulincer, 2006), the present study aimed in examining more the connection between attachment orientations and sexual experience testing for the possible mediatory role of emotion regulation strategies in this connection. Participants completed an adult attachment measure (ECR_R), a trait anxiety scale, the Gross and John (2003) emotion regulation questionnaire, and two scales on sexual experiences (the Multidimensional Sexuality Questionnaire and the Affective and Motivational Orientation to Erotic Arousal Questionnaire). Results showed that avoidant attachment was significantly associated with emotion suppression but emotion regulation very little predicted a number of aspects of sexual experiences. Anxious and avoidant attachment and the interactive term were meaningful predictors of sexual experience over and above trait anxiety. Gender had interesting interactive effects especially with the avoidant attachment dimension. The findings will be discussed in relation to cultural and gender variations.

Attachment-Related Avoidance Predicts a Preference for Non-Diagnostic versus Diagnostic Social Situations   Saturday, 10:30-12:00pm
We were interested in why people choose diagnostic and non-diagnostic social situations, and how attachment style influences these choices.  We suggested that diagnostic situations provide information about one’s social standing, whereas non-diagnostic situations do not provide such information.  Because non-diagnostic situations eliminate the possibility of receiving social feedback, we predicted that people high in attachment-related avoidance would (a) prefer non-diagnostic situations and (b) be averse to diagnostic situations, compared to people low in avoidance and/or high or low in anxiety.  Students in an undergraduate course independently rated their preference and aversion to (1) having their professor randomly assign them to research groups (a non-diagnostic situation) and (2) choosing their own groups (a diagnostic situation), and later completed measures of anxiety and avoidance.  The results confirmed our hypotheses.  Future research will examine the social and emotional implications of entering non-diagnostic versus diagnostic situations.
Breaking Up Is Hard to Do: How Attachment Style Influences Postrelationship Adjustment  Sunday, 10:30-12:00pm 
People consistently rate romantic breakups as one of life's most upsetting experiences.  Attachment style has been shown to be associated with emotional responses to romantic breakups.  However, researchers have yet to consider basic detachment, the normative process through which an attachment bond is "undone" over time.  Young adults who had experienced a breakup within the past three weeks were prospectively followed over a four-week period in order to access (a) the degree of change in an individual's treatment of an ex-partner as an attachment figure, (b) how these changes are associated with corresponding changes in an individual's breakup resistance and emotional adjustment, and (c) whether changes in each of these domains are associated with attachment style, coping strategies, and post breakup behaviors.  Results and implications for future research will be discussed.
Building, Living, and Breaking the Bonds of Trust: Pivotal Moments and Individual Differences in the Development of Intimate Relationships  Friday, 3:15-4:45pm
The goal of this study was to understand what it is that allows a person to trust and to identify the pivotal moments in the development, maintenance, and dissolution of trust.  We examined whether individual-differences or key relational events best predicted a person’s level of trust in their current romantic partner. Participants completed individual-difference questionnaires as well as a charting task based on Boon & Miller’s (1999) retrospective graphical trust history task.  Participants were asked to describe their most significant romantic relationship, focusing first on the key events that had occurred and later on the feelings of trust for their partner at the time each of these key events occurred.  In using this approach we were able to assess how often and when trust is threatened and what events threaten and rebuild trust.  As well, we were able to identify what types of individual/relationship difference measures predict trust in relationships.

Can Developmental Trajectories Predict Young Adult´s Health Status? Friday, 1:30-3:00pm
The present investigation refers to the experiences of care during childhood with parents and the quality of intimate relationships with a partner and its effects on mental and physical health during early adulthood.

Physical health status could be predicted by gender, history of physical abuse during childhood, perpetration of some kind of abuse to a partner and commitment. Psychological health are predicted by age, quality of experience with the father, history of physical abuse during childhood and jealousy. Both, the developmental and relational factors have implications in physical and psychological health status of individuals.

Understanding the role of both factors may lead to effective interventions to improve personal significant relationships and its effects on health status.

Capitalization: Enthusiastic Responses Strengthen Relationships, If They Are Perceived  Friday, 1:30-3:00pm 
Capitalization, or receiving an enthusiastic response to one’s positive event, can be beneficial in interpersonal relations.  As Smith & Reis’s research shows, another’s positive response is associated with greater feelings of communal responsibility and intimacy compared to other interaction patterns.  Likewise, Strachman’s research suggests that when one experiences good fortune, positive feedback from a romantic partner is associated with positive emotional expression toward the partner, as well as long-term relationship satisfaction.  Gable et al’s research demonstrates that responsive individuals increase their own support skills, mitigate their partners’ stress, and lead to greater partner perceptions of support.  However, positive interest must be perceived in order for one to benefit from it.  Gonzaga’s research shows that insecurely attached individuals perceive less positivity from their romantic partners.  Overall, these findings indicate that capitalization is linked to positive relational outcomes, but individuals must be aware of another’s enthusiasm in order to benefit from it.
Change in Marital Relationships over the Life Course  Sunday, 8:30-10:00am

Although the use of longitudinal studies in marital research is increasing, there are few studies that cover a substantial span of adulthood. Moreover, the few existing long-term longitudinal studies have focused on marital satisfaction, with little known about the course of other aspects of marital relationship through adulthood. This symposium presents four papers that report on findings from a 35 year longitudinal study of marriage.  The sample consisted of 187 wives of medical trainees who were first contacted in 1970 when their husbands were in medical school. They were recontacted in 1980, 1990, and 2005. The four papers take a life course perspective to report findings regarding predictors of subsequent marital satisfaction and stability, the impact of marital communication and conflict on subsequent marital success, change in marital power over the life course, and change in emotional togetherness over the 35 years of the study.
Changes in Marital and Parenting Rewards and Concerns over Time  Friday, 8:30-10:00am

The present study examines changes in reported marital and parenting rewards and concerns and how these may differentially change over time for husbands and wives.  Spouses completed questionnaires at two timepoints as part of a longitudinal study examining family functioning during a child’s transition through adolescence.  Results indicate that husbands’ marital rewards and parenting rewards both decreased over time, whereas wives’ marital and parenting rewards did not significantly change over time.  Marital and parenting concerns did not significantly change over time for either husbands or wives.  These findings indicate that although the transition to adolescence is a period that may present challenges affecting both the marital and parent-child relationships, wives’ perception of the rewards and concerns garnered from both relationships did not significantly change.  However, the rewards husbands perceive as getting from both marriage and parenting decrease over time, perhaps indicating significant changes to the marriage and parent-child relationship.
Close Relationship Research: Applications to Couple Therapy  Friday, 1:30-3:00pm

Although scholarship on close relationships has exploded over recent decades, applications of this scholarship to the therapy room have been limited. This roundtable will explore particular topics that are somewhat new to the relationships field, including deception, emotional expressivity, and respect for partner, discussing recent research findings on the topics as well as applications of these findings to couple therapy (including all types of romantic pairings, not just married ones). In addition, other topics such as self-disclosure (which may be one type of emotional expression) will be discussed as well. The goal is to engage people solely focused on relationship scholarship and others who balance scholarship and counseling/therapy applications in a productive dialogue.
Coming Out and Perceived Relational Effects  Friday, 3:15-4:45pm

Learning of an individual’s LGBQ identity often has effects on relationships. The data for this study—derived from 131 diverse participants sharing coming out narratives—clearly reinforces this notion, demonstrating not only relational impacts based upon the disclosure of LGBQ identity but also based upon the coming out conversations. The paper explores common themes across the narratives, identifies beginning understandings of relational trajectories for those coming out, and asks questions regarding whether coming out conversations themselves can be competent predictors of what is in store for the relationship.  The paper also explores how LGBQ individuals may be evaluating the communicative content of their coming out conversations and how their perceptions regarding the queering of relationships.
Commitment to Partner and College:  The Role of Romantic Relationships in College Student Achievement and Motivation  Friday, 10:30-12:00pm

This study examines how romantic relationships influence the experience of college for young adults.  We hypothesize that having a romantic partner who is also engaged in college, and/or who is supportive of an individual’s work in college, might exert a positive influence on college students’ motivation and achievement.  Using data from a sample of 18-24 year old college students in a mid-sized regional U.S. university, we found that late adolescents’ perceptions of the supportiveness of their romantic partner may exert a significant influence on their motivation to achieve in college.  In addition, the level of involvement in the relationship appears to moderate the nature of the association between perceived partner support and academic motivation.
Communicative Responses to Jealousy: Previous Research Findings and Future Theoretical Directions  Friday, 3:15-4:45pm

The field of interpersonal communication’s contribution to the study of jealousy is highlighted by this review’s focus upon Guerrero et al.’s (1995) Communicative Responses to Jealousy (CRJ) typology. Specifically, 25 known pieces of jealousy research employing the CRJ typology are examined for (a) which CRJs are reported as most frequently used by study participants; (b) patterns of associations between the CRJs and other, related relational, individual, cognitive, emotional, and health variables; and (c) the samples’ demographic and relational characteristics. From this review, variables that are particularly applicable to future theoretical understanding the jealousy expression process are identified and future research ideas and methodologies are forwarded.
Concerns with Acting Prejudiced: Two Diary Studies of Inter-Racial Roommates  Sunday, 1:30-3:00pm

In the past several years, there has been a growing interest in examining factors that help or hinder relationship development between whites and ethnic minorities, for example; motivations to control appearing prejudiced. The majority of this work examines perceptions made for a single interaction at initial acquaintance, focusing on the perspective of only the white partner. The present research applies a dyadic overtime approach to studying relationship development of white-ethnic minority dyads, comparing them to white-white and minority-minority dyads.  In two studies, a diary method was used to examine college roommates’ perceptions of themselves and their roommates across several weeks. In both studies, interpersonal concerns with acting prejudiced was found to moderate both self and perceived partner affect and interpersonal closeness, as well as accuracy of these perceptions. Evidence indicates that while interpersonal concerns disrupt relationship development in the initial stages, it has an increasing positive effect on development across time.
Conflict, Intimate Partner Violence, and Relationships: Applying Different Lenses  Sunday, 4:50-6:20pm

Conflict is an inherit dynamic in close relationships and may escalate to include intimate partner violence for some couples.  Our symposium explores different dynamics and outcomes related to these experiences.  In the first paper, Actor-Partner Interdependence Modeling is used to examine the effects of conflict strategies on assessments of communication quality and marital satisfaction for married couples.  The second paper reports on an investigation of abusive individuals and how different dimensions of control in abusive relationships are related to depression and PTSD.  The third paper focuses on patterns of association between single women’s experiences with a range of intimate partner violence on the one hand and mental health symptom clusters on the other.  The fourth paper reports an investigation centered on rape survivors which explores how social/relational ecologies mediate the relationship between the stereotypical qualities of the rape and the survivor, and survivors’ decisions to aid in prosecuting their assailants.
Couples’ Online Cognitions during Conflict: Links between What Partners Think and Their Relational Satisfaction   Saturday, 8:30-10:00am

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1The current study employed a think aloud method to investigate the thoughts romantic partners had as they discussed a topic of conflict in their relationship. Specifically, partners voiced their thoughts aloud as they engaged in a computer-mediated interaction. The thoughts individuals expressed were transcribed and coded. Results indicated that women who were dissatisfied with their relationship tended to have more thoughts reflecting Anger, Topic Shifting, Dominating the Floor, and Criticism and Verbal Aggression. Dissatisfied women also were relatively likely to have partners whose thoughts focused on Anger and Inflexibility. By contrast, men who were unhappy with their relationship expressed fewer thoughts about Lying and Insincerity and tended to have partners whose vocalized cognitions involved Anger, reflected efforts to Solicit information, or made Assertions that either stated a position or sought information about a position. The implications of these findings for the literature on cognitions in close relationships are discussed.
Cultivating Fair-Weather Friendships: The Interpersonal Costs of Providing Social Support to Low Self-Esteem People   Saturday, 1:30-3:00pm

Existing research on social support has focused largely on how social support influences recipients and has devoted less attention to the consequences that being supportive has for providers. On the basis of the risk regulation model (Murray, Holmes, & Collins, 2006), we hypothesized that providing social support can entail interpersonal costs for providers when the person being supported has low self-esteem (LSE). In a sample of friend dyads, one person (the support recipient) was randomly assigned to share a failure or success experience with their friend (the support provider), who was instructed to listen and to be generally supportive. Results revealed that when LSE recipients shared a failure experience, providers rated themselves and their relationship more negatively relative to providers who supported HSE recipients. No such effects were seen when a success experience was shared. The results are discussed from the perspective of the risk regulation model.
Decisions to Not Seek Help: Differences between Victims of Intimate Terrorism and Situational Couple Violence  Sunday, 8:30-10:00am

Most victims of intimate partner violence seek help to end the violence against them. However, some women choose not to seek help following a violent incident. This study (N = 389) utilized data from the Chicago Women’s Health Risk Study to examine reasons why some women do not seek help from police, medical agencies, and counselors/shelters following a violent incident. Compared to victims of situational couple violence, intimate terrorism victims were more likely to cite fear of further abuse and hopelessness/isolation as reasons for not seeking such help. In contrast, women in situationally-violent relationships were more likely to report not using these resources because they were unnecessary. This study contributes to the growing body of research highlighting the need to distinguish between types of partner violence, and speaks to significant differences in women’s help-seeking decisions as a function of violence type. Findings have implications for policy and practice.

“Demure Is a Lady, Yet Timid Is a Guy”:  Shyness, Gender, and Marital Satisfaction  Sunday, 3:15-4:45pm

How does shyness affect established relationships?  Although research suggests that shyness is related to negative biases and behaviours during relationship initiation, little is known about shyness and well-established relationships.  We hypothesize that shyness negatively affects own and partner satisfaction and behaviours.  Furthermore, we expect that males’ shyness will be most detrimental because shy behaviours are more incompatible with traditional male gender roles.  Participants from two studies (N = 72, 135) engaged in problem-solving discussions and completed measures of relationship standards, marital satisfaction, and shyness.  Unexpectedly, shyness was unrelated to own negative behaviours; however, their partners behaved more negatively.  Shyness was negatively associated with satisfaction, albeit more for husbands than wives.  Males’ shyness correlated negatively with wives’ satisfaction; however, wives’ shyness was unrelated to husbands’ satisfaction.  Finally, partners’ importance on being outgoing moderated shyness and partner satisfaction in husbands and wives, so that shyness negatively affected those that desire outgoing partners.
Developmental Trajectories of Marital Happiness: Predictors and Outcomes  Friday, 8:30-10:00am

Individuals who remained continuously married over the course of twenty years were found to follow five distinct trajectories of marital happiness. Data from all six waves of the Marital Instability Over the Life Course panel study was used and a semiparametric group based approach for analyzing developmental trajectories was applied. Individuals who were less religious, cohabited before marriage, had lower incomes, were older, and female were more likely to be in trajectory groups characterized by lower levels of marital happiness. In general, trajectory groups distinguished by higher levels of marital happiness were associated with better personal well-being outcomes (i.e., higher levels of life satisfaction, self-reported health and overall happiness, greater self-esteem, and less psychological distress). Finally, there was no evidence of dramatic turnarounds in marital happiness among continuously married individuals.

Diverse Trajectories of Newlyweds’ Marital Satisfaction  Friday, 8:30-10:00am

Though most couples begin marriage with optimism, some remain happy while others struggle.  When and how does marital satisfaction change?  We argue that recent trajectory-based approaches to this question have obscured identification of distinct subgroups with unique marital change patterns.  To overcome this problem, we applied a semi-parametric, group-based approach to eight waves of satisfaction data collected over four years from 172 newlywed couples.  Resulting trajectories fell into broad categories of “Decliners,” “Stables,” and “Improvers,” foreshadowed 12-year divorce rates and satisfaction levels, and covaried with baseline assessments of personality, interactional behavior, and reported stress.  We argue that a trajectory-based conceptualization of marital change is parsimonious and informative, and that adopting this approach permits a more comprehensive characterization of the variables that confer risk for adverse marital outcomes.  Limitations and future directions are discussed.
Diversity as a Relational and Not a Group Phenomenon  Sunday, 1:30-3:00pm

Group diversity is commonly conceptualized as a group-level variable. Previous conceptualizations of diversity focused on the overall heterogeneity of the entire group and not on relations between group members. A group, not persons or relationships, is thought to be diverse or not. Past studies have found that group diversity is negatively associated with morale and cohesion (Tsui, Egan, & O’Reilly, 1992; Jackson et al., 1993). However, underlying group-level diversity effects are individual- and dyad‑level effects. We argue for a decomposition of diversity into relationships among the group members in terms of their relative similarities and differences.  This relational view of diversity takes into account the membership status of a target, how similar that target is to everyone else in the group, and on the diversity of the other members of the group. We introduce a model for group experiences at the individual level, and also we consider dyad-level outcomes.
Do Attachment Anxiety and Avoidance Undermine Accurate Partner Perception of Investment Model Variables? Saturday, 10:30-12:00pm

Different adult attachment styles come along with different relationship specific expectations and experiences. Secure adult attachment is associated with higher relationship satisfaction, more investments and stronger relationship commitment than insecure attachment. I assumed that a person’s attachment style is not only associated with their self-reported investment model variables, but also with the perceptions of these variables of one’s partner, and that the accuracy of these partner perceptions is reduced by the perceiver’s attachment anxiety and attachment avoidance, respectively. Securely attached persons are supposed to be more accurate in their perceptions than insecurely attached. Both partners of 77 couples completed a questionnaire assessing self reported investment model variables, the respective partner perceptions, and their own attachment anxiety and avoidance. Results provide support for biases in partner perception depending on the amount of attachment anxiety and avoidance. Attachment insecurity is associated with underestimated partner satisfaction, investments, and commitment, and overestimated partner alternatives.
Drawing from the Social Exchange, Lifespan, Social Cognition, and Social Skills Perspectives to Understand Caregiving as a Communicative and Relational Phenomenon  Sunday, 8:30-10:00am

Research on informal caregiving tends to exclude communicative and relational components as important factors in defining this phenomenon and in predicting its outcomes. This paper argues for a definition that incorporates these elements to highlight the interdependent and dynamic nature of caregiving. Second, this paper maintains that much of the research on caregiving includes a social exchange approach. Investigating caregiving through costs and rewards is essential in determining how intervention programs can decrease costs (e.g., caregiving burnout) and increase rewards (e.g., greater well-being) among the involved parties. Nevertheless, caregiving research should include other approaches, thereby acknowledging additional key factors associated with caregiving. Through the lifespan, social cognition, and social skills perspectives, this paper explores frequently asked questions regarding caregiving and gaps within the literature to provide an assessment of the current state of caregiving research and suggestions for future directions.
Effectiveness of Partner Support Predicts Distress among Survivors of Hematopoietic Stem Cell Transplant  Friday, 1:30-3:00pm
Social support effectiveness is a conceptualization of the effectiveness of enacted social support that accounts for its quantity and quality and the extent to which it meets recipients’ needs. In this cross-sectional study, we tested a new SSE questionnaire (the SSE-Q) in a sample of 136 men and women who had undergone hematopoietic stem cell transplant for cancer. We hypothesized that more effective partner support would predict lower generalized distress after controlling for confounds, quantity of enacted partner support, and social constraints. Hierarchical multiple regression analyses supported the hypothesized relation. Furthermore, unique variance in enacted partner support that remained after partialling out variance for partner SSE predicted greater distress. Thus, partner SSE may be an important component of enacted partner support with respect to psychological adjustment. Findings provide early evidence for the usefulness of the SSE-Q and evidence that more effective partner support predicts better psychological adjustment among HSCT survivors.

Effects of Partner Violence on Urban Women’s Relationship Characteristics and Love Styles  Sunday, 8:30-10:00am

Effects of intimate partner violence (IPV) on women’s love styles and relationship characteristics (e.g., tie signs, relational quality, satisfaction) was examined in a diverse sample of low-income community women. Data were from Wave 6 of the Project HOW: Health Outcomes of Women study. Women experiencing severe IPV reported less satisfaction, lower relational quality, and a greater likelihood that disagreements and arguments escalate to major conflicts than women reporting no or moderate violence. Women experiencing severe violence were also least likely to endorse erotic and storgic love styles and most likely to endorse ludic and pragmatic love styles. Euro-Americans scored highest on the agapic love style and lowest on all other styles. African American and Mexican American women did not differ significantly in their scores for any of the six love styles. Ethnic differences for relational outcomes occurred only for tie signs and women’s happiness. Implications will be discussed.
ERP Evidence of Greater Processing Cost for Rejecting Partner Behaviors in Attachment-Relevant Contexts  Friday, 1:30-3:00pm

People are predisposed to form and maintain emotional bonds with significant others. Threats to such emotional bonds, including rejection by the significant other, activate cognitive, affective, and behavioral responses to reduce the threat. The goal of the present research was to examine the pattern of early occurring neurophysiological activity in response to partner rejection. Event Related Potentials (ERP) were recorded while participants performed a lexical decision task. The research focused specifically on the N400 ERP component, which has been shown to be more negative-going when targets require greater semantic analyses. The results showed that when participants were primed by attachment-related contexts (“If I turn to my partner, my partner will be”), rejection-relevant words (“distant”) elicited greater N400 amplitudes than accepting words (“responsive”). Moreover, individual differences in women´s adult attachment were meaningfully related to the magnitude of the N400 amplitude.
Examining Romantic Attachment and Anger Management as Predictors of Psychological Violence in Same-Sex Relationships  Sunday, 8:30-10:00am

Research concerning gay and lesbian individuals is scarce, especially research specific to their romantic relationships. The present study goes beyond past research by examining the role of anger management in couples as a mediator of the relationship between attachment and psychological violence. A sample of 192 gay and lesbian individuals completed the Experiences in Close Relationships (Brennan, Clark, & Shaver, 1998), the anger management scale of the Personal and Relationship Profile (Straus et al., 1999) and the Revised Conflict Tactics Scales (Straus et al., 1996). Correlation analyses revealed associations between: 1) attachment and anger, 2) attachment and psychological violence, and 3) anger and intimate violence, but no mediation models were significant. Results were different for males and females. Findings are not consistent with the literature on attachment, anger and intimate violence in heterosexual couples.

Examining the Experiences of Same-Sex Couples Who Have Made Legal and Public Commitments  Friday, 3:15-4:45pm
Public debate is currently raging both within the U.S. and around the globe regarding the legal status of same-sex unions. The goal of this research was to compare the life experiences of gay and lesbian couples who have sought some form of legal or public recognition with those who have not. Participants in same-sex relationships were recruited from the Internet. We predicted that participants who had legal or public recognition of their relationship would report greater relationship satisfaction and commitment. We also predicted that legal or public recognition would buffer couples from the effects of gay-related stress. In other words, having the security of public or legal commitment might protect couples when faced with stressors such as rejection from family. Results generally supported our hypotheses, with some exceptions. This investigation has implications for understanding how different policies may affect same-sex couples.

Examining the Unexamined Life: Impacts of Threats to Attachment Beliefs on Interpersonal Cognition, Behavior, and Emotion  Sunday, 4:50-6:20pm

Central tenets of attachment theory posit that the basic beliefs that emerge from experiences in relationships throughout development continue to (primarily unconsciously) shape individuals’ patterns of interaction in future relationships.  The current investigation explored the impacts of experimentally manipulated threats to attachment beliefs on cognition, behavior, and emotion of members of 74 romantic couples.  Results indicated that threats to working models of attachment were normatively experienced negatively, as individuals in the threat condition reported increased negative and decreased positive mood, and decreased expectations of a romantic partner’s responsiveness during a stressful experience (controlling for prior mood and responsiveness ratings, respectively).  Individuals with different types of attachment beliefs responded to threats with distinct profiles of cognitive processing, emotional expression, and emotional and aggressive behavior.  Implications for flexibility of working models of attachment and continuity versus change in attachment beliefs are discussed.

Exploring Antecedents of Forgiveness in Romantic Relationships   Saturday, 8:30-10:00am

The roundtable will discuss the topic of forgiveness in the context of romantic relationships for victims of transgressions.  The discussion will begin with the various definitions of the construct of forgiveness, focusing on dimensions of episodic forgiveness.  Research has established that, following a relationship transgression, forgiveness can have both positive and negative effects on relationship functioning.  Important relationship factors that are affected by forgiveness include relationship closeness and relationship commitment.  Therefore, it is important to identify factors that influence forgiveness.  Research has demonstrated that some these antecedent factors include relationship satisfaction and responsibility attributions.   Limited research has examined personality and mood factors that may cause forgiveness.  The roundtable seeks to explore additional factors, including personality and mood variables, that should be included in future forgiveness research.
Exploring the Association between Obesity and Relationship Quality across Four Types of Relationships  Friday, 1:30-3:00pm

We explored the relation between weight status and relationship quality among middle-aged and older adults.  Analyses examined supportive and negative aspects of relationships with spouses, children, other relatives, and friends.  Ratings of relationships with spouses and children showed that weight status was not associated with support, but obese participants reported more negativity.  Other relatives were the most problematic; obese men reported less support and both obese men and women reported more negativity from relatives.  Friendships were the least affected by weight status.  Overall, these results suggest that obese individuals experience more negativity within close relationships compared to others, but there is little difference in the positive aspects of relationships.  Low income and poor health account for some, but not all, of the differences.  Relationships can contribute to health and well-being, but some obese individuals may benefit from addressing concerns with the relationship partners who are the greatest sources of negativity.
Exploring the Bright Side: A Study of Touch Avoidance, Warmth, and Relational Satisfaction in Romantic Dyads Over Time  Sunday, 4:50-6:20pm

Central to personal relationships research is the quest for predicting relational satisfaction and stability. This study provides over time data on two variables that are strong candidates for predicting relational satisfaction: touch avoidance and interpersonal warmth. Touch avoidance, a predisposition to dislike and avoid touch has been extensively examined in communication and psychology but few studies have examined its association with relational satisfaction and none over time. Similarly, interpersonal warmth is an important bright side emotion that has not been examined extensively in relationships research. The present study examined the associations among interpersonal warmth, touch avoidance and relational satisfaction among 101 heterosexual couples over time. Results of 15 hypotheses indicate a pattern of strong associations among these variables at time one and time two, and weaker patterns over time. Results suggest that patterns of touch and warmth are more relationally important in the short term than the long term.
Exploring the Function of Attachment Networks  Friday, 3:15-4:45pm
This symposium explores the function of attachment networks in different samples using various assessment tools to measure networks. In a longitudinal sample of students experiencing the transition from university, the first paper provided some evidence for the proposed benefit of changing attachment networks from parent to peers. Using the established association between attachment and distress, the second paper used Structural Equation Modeling to explore the benefit of shifting from family to peer. The third paper extended the understanding of the Hierarchical Mapping Technique (HMT) and its utility in different research contexts testing the content and structure of attachment networks. The final paper examined the relationship between individual differences of attachment and the tendency to turn to or identify with social groups in response to relationship threats. Together, the papers in this symposium advance attachment network research beyond reporting purely descriptive information and begin to test the function of attachment networks.

Expression of Appreciation in Relationships   Saturday, 1:30-3:00pm
Expression of appreciation has been linked to several positive outcomes in relationships including perceived fairness in division of labor, marital harmony, better adjustment, and lower rates of divorce. Nonetheless, to date, no measures have been created to measure this construct and we present the Expression of Appreciation in Relationships (EAR) measure. In Study 1 we examine the factor structure, the scale’s internal consistency reliability, and also illustrate the construct validity of the measure by showing how it consistently relates to related measures in three samples. In Study 2 we show the test-retest reliability of the EAR. In Study 3 we demonstrate the predictive validity of the EAR in a larger sample. Finally, we discuss how our findings might help to expand current literature on appreciation as well as the implications of our findings for practitioners.

Factors Influencing Condom Use among Women Whose Partner Was Recently Released from Prison   Saturday, 8:30-10:00am
Rates of HIV infection in prison populations are 3 times higher than rates in the general population (Marushchak, 2006). Upon release from prison inmates often return to relationships established prior to incarceration, potentially placing their partners at increased risk for HIV infection. Factors influencing condom use among women whose partner was recently released from prison were investigated. Participants (n = 61) completed the Sexual Relationships Power Scale (Pulerwitz, Gortmaker, & DeJong, 2000) and questions examining attitudes toward condoms, perceptions of their partner’s attitude toward condoms, intentions to use condoms in the next 30 days and actual condom use with their partner since release from prison. Results suggest that perceptions of the partner’s attitudes toward condoms are an important predictor of condom use, while the participant’s own attitudes towards condoms are an important predictor of future intentions to use condoms. Findings have implications for the development of HIV prevention programming.

Family Obligations and Support Behaviour: A United States – Netherlands Comparison   Saturday, 1:30-3:00pm
Numerous studies have examined family obligations, and many have examined intergenerational support, but few researchers have looked at their connection. We examine links between family obligations and supportive exchanges both up and down family lineages in the United States and the Netherlands. Our data are from the third wave of the National Survey of Families and Households (2001 – 2003) and the first wave of the Netherlands Kinship Panel Study (2002 – 2004). As expected, American adults hold stronger family obligations than their Dutch counterparts, but actually are less likely to provide instrumental support. Given the lack of public supports for families in the United States relative to the Netherlands, we expected a stronger connection between feelings of obligation to family and support behaviour among Americans than among the Dutch. Consistent with this hypothesis, results showed that family obligations are stronger predictors of support in the U.S. than in the Netherlands.

Fearing Rejection and Craving Connection: The Social Threat and Reward Scales  Sunday, 4:50-6:20pm

Across species, behavior is regulated by perceptions of threat and reward.  However, social psychologists have focused on perceptions of threat in the social environment with less attention paid to perceptions of reward.  Two studies investigated new scales of perceived social threat and reward.  Participants completed the scales before an ostensible interaction with a stranger.  Perceptions of threat in the upcoming interaction were predicted by higher anxious attachment, higher neuroticism, and lower conscientiousness.  Perceptions of reward were predicted by lower avoidant attachment, higher extraversion, and higher agreeableness.  Further, whereas highly extraverted participants randomly assigned to relive a physically painful incident restrained perceptions of social reward, such perceptions were disinhibited for those who relived an emotionally painful betrayal episode.  The data provide initial support for the independence, validity, and importance of the new measures of social threat and reward.
Female Partner Abuse:  Factors Related to Negotiating with and Psychological Abuse of Male Partners  Sunday, 8:30-10:00am

A sample of`164 (Males=27; Females=137) older Australian college students (mean age=38.2 years)  were administered a battery of questionnaires consisting of the Conflict Tactics Scale, the Internalized Shame Scale, the Rejection Sensitivity Scale, the Toronto Alexithymia scale and the Experience in Close Relationships scale.  Following an initial analysis comparing male and female responses, and due to a significantly larger sample of females (n=137), analyses was carried out only on the female sample.  The results show a link between positive conflict negotiation, psychological abuse, injury, sexual coersion and low anxious attachment.  Subsequent analysis indicated that conflict negotiation is predicted by both low anxious attachment and psychological abuse.  Psychological abuse was related to low externalized thinking, positive conflict negotiation, shame and poor self esteem.  A subsequent regression analysis found that psychological abuse was predicted by externalized thinking, positive conflict negotiation and poor self esteem.  These results are discussed in terms of the connection between anxious attachment style conflict negotiation and psychological abuse, highlighting the importance of considering the lead up to abusive behaviour in attempting to modify the destructive nature of many abusive relationships.
Forming and Maintaining Relationships through Face-to-Face and Mediated Interaction   Saturday, 8:30-10:00am

Face-to-face interaction is presumed to be so important that relationships in which it is restricted are seen as problematic. This paper addresses the role of technologically mediated communication in theorizing about the relative contribution of face-to-face interaction to relationships. The analysis is theoretical but weaves in survey, secondary, and observational data. Relative strangers may find electronically mediated communication desirable to minimize “risks” when seeking romantic partners or to share special interests. For those involved in relationships, electronically mediated communication facilitates identity validation, creation of distance from those who are co-present, avoidance of being “alone,” and indirect communication of difficult messages.
Friendship Contingent Self-Esteem as an Interpersonal Risk Factor for Depression   Saturday, 1:30-3:00pm

One risk factor proposed to play a role in the etiology of depression is an interpersonal dependency.  Using diary study methodology, we examined the role of one interpersonal risk factor, friendship contingent self-esteem (FCSE), in predicting state self-esteem, rumination, and depressive symptoms following interpersonal interactions. As hypothesized, participants high in FCSE experienced greater self-esteem fluctuations as a result of positive and negative friendship events. Self-esteem instability, in turn, predicted subsequent depressive symptoms. There was some indication that self-esteem instability predicted depressive symptoms for women but not men. In addition, ruminating about negative events led to decreases in state self-esteem for all individuals, but the decreases in self-esteem were more pronounced for those high in FCSE.
“Get Over It”: Divorce Advice among Adult Children of Divorce  Sunday, 10:30-12:00pm

Interviews were conducted with 50 adult children of divorce aged 18 to 50, to examine what advice adult children of divorce would give to others experiencing a parental divorce. Participants were selected based on two categories: individuals who have experienced the divorce of their parents (single divorce participants), and individuals who’s parents have divorced multiple times (multiple divorce participants). The advice themes that were prevalent across all groups included: don’t blame yourself, don’t choose sides, support your parents, and it’s not a big deal. The differences between the single divorce and multiple divorce participants were prevalent in the following themes: don’t know, and it’s a good thing.
Hanging by a Text: Connectedness and Autonomy through Mobile Phone Text Messaging   Saturday, 8:30-10:00am 
Research shows that text messages—short type-written messages, graphics, or photographs sent via mobile telephones—are primarily being used to commence, advance, maintain or otherwise impact interpersonal relationships. This study describes how respondents perceive and use text messages within close interpersonal dyads. Relational dialectics was used as a theoretical framework and semi-structured, dyadic interviews were conducted with 19 strong-tie pairs. Through analytic induction of interview transcripts, three main themes emerged. First, users found texting more constant than even talking via mobile phones. Second, they perceived text messaging as more private and direct than mobile voice interaction. Finally, respondents used texting to both assert autonomy and to maintain connectedness with their relational partners. Importantly, romantic pairs vis-à-vis non-romantic dyads perceived the benefits of text messages differently. This study suggests that mobile text messaging can be appropriately and effectively wielded as a tool for maintaining relationships and managing accessibility.
How a Disability Influences Perceptions of First Date Goals:  Wheelchairs, Activity Levels, and Sex Differences  Sunday, 4:50-6:20pm

Establishing and maintaining personal relationships is a quintessential part of the human experience.  With a few notable exceptions (e.g., Braithwaite & Thompson, 2000; Lyons, Sullivan, & Ritvo, 1995), persons with disabilities have been virtually ignored by relationships scholars (Milligan & Neufeldt, 2001).  This study seeks to advance disability research by examining how a wheelchair influences able-bodied participant’s perceptions of second date goals.  Using various scenarios, we asked students what reasons they think for going out with someone on a first date (i.e., sex, recreation, for fun, romance, friendship, etc.).  Overall, there were significant differences between first date goals depending on whether a person were described as having a physical disability or not.  Specifically, participants were significantly more likely to rate sex, romance, social, and for fun as reasons for first date goals when a target was able-bodied than disabled.
How Do We Make It Work?: Daily Co-Occurrence of Conflict and Sex in Same-Sex Couples  Sunday, 3:15-4:45pm 
This study explored the daily associations between relational conflict and sexual experiences as moderated by: a) extent of negative feelings (e.g. irritation) experienced with conflict, b) positive non-sexual behaviors that occur in association with conflict, and c) conflict styles and outcomes brought into the daily episodes that included conflict and sex. Comparisons between gay male and lesbian couples were made (97 couples). Results indicated that daily positive interactions did not buffer the negative effect of conflict on sexual affection, but instead increased the negative effect. Further, particularly if female partners have a mutual positive problem solving style they become less sexually involved when having conflict. Gay males who do not expect positive outcomes with conflict became less sexually involved when in conflict with the partner.
Identifying and Selecting a Supportive Partner: Assessing the Roles of Knowledge and Motivation Using a Signal Detection Approach  Sunday, 8:30-10:00am
How do people identify a supportive partner?   We previously showed the importance of knowledge of indicators of a supportive partner.  We developed a measure assessing people’s knowledge.  Like a signal detection task, the measure provides two indices: (a) accuracy in discriminating good from poor indicators (knowledge) and (b) criterion-bias (readiness to rate all items important).  The present paper describes the predictive value of the criterion-bias as a measure of motivation to have supportive partners.  Studies 1 and 4 showed that the criterion-bias is associated with direct measures of this motive.  In Study 2 participants interacted with a confederate, who mentioned subtle cues that a boyfriend will not be supportive.  Superior knowledge of the indicators led to better understanding that the boyfriend is likely to be unsupportive—but only for motivated participants.  Study 3 used experience sampling to further validate the criterion-bias, which predicted participants’ readiness to seek others when distressed.
Identity Uncertainty, Subjective Well-Being, and Social Support during the Transition to College  Friday, 10:30-12:00pm

Emerging adulthood involves the developmental period of life during which individuals shed their identities of youth and explore the qualities they will have as an adult. The goal of this paper is to develop identity uncertainty as a construct relevant to emerging adulthood. We propose that identity uncertainty is both associated with subjective well-being and the support that people receive from relationship partners. Because the transition to college corresponds with emerging adulthood, we believe that college students may experience identity uncertainty. The paper reports the analyses of data from a college student sample which, suggest that subjective well-being, social support, and identity uncertainty are correlated.
Impact of Self-Monitoring and Interpersonal Traits on Interpersonal Trust in Heterosexual Relationships  Sunday, 3:15-4:45pm 
In the present study, the following hypotheses were tested regarding interpersonal traits (i.e., nurturance and dominance) and self-monitoring as predictors of interpersonal trust:  (1) Nurturance will be a significant positive predictor of interpersonal trust; (2) dominance will be a significant positive predictor of interpersonal trust; and (3) self-monitoring will be a significant negative predictor of interpersonal trust.  Two hundred individuals (56 men, 144 women) participated in the present study.  Results of structural equation analyses indicated that nurturance consistently was a significant positive predictor of interpersonal trust, as expected; dominance consistently was unrelated to interpersonal trust, contrary to expectations; and self-monitoring was a significant negative predictor of interpersonal trust, as expected.
Initiator Style in Couples Coping with Major Depressive Disorder  Sunday, 4:50-6:20pm
Initiator style is the propensity to initiate relationship-focused discussions or avoid such discussions and is assessed by the Initiator Style Questionnaire (ISQ; Denton & Burleson, 2007).  This study explored the role of initiator style in 24 distressed, heterosexual couples where the female partner had Major Depressive Disorder.  Greater depressive severity was correlated with lower relationship quality (QMI; Norton, 1983) (r = -.358, p = .014).  Level of attachment (RSQ; Fraley et al., 2006) was correlated with relationship quality (r = .544, p = .000) but not depressive severity.  ISQ-self rating was not associated with relationship quality or attachment.  ISQ-partner rating, however, was correlated with both measures (QMI: r = .412, p = .004; RSQ: r = .303, p = .037).  Lower marital quality was correlated with a greater discrepancy between ISQ-self and ISQ-partner (p = -.288, r = .048).  Couples had lower total initiation amounts when compared to community samples.
Innovative Methods for Studying the Influence of Emotions on Couple Relationship Processes   Saturday, 8:30-10:00am

Emotion and its regulation have been widely identified as key determinants of couple well-being.  Because emotion consists of interconnected subjective, behavioral, and physiological processes that shift rapidly and are hard to access directly, it presents significant measurement challenges.  This symposium presents reports from three research groups that utilize innovative methods for assessing emotion processes and examining their link to couple functioning. Waldinger and Schulz investigate links between Heart Rate Variability (HRV), an index of parasympathetic nervous system activity, and intimate partner violence.  Emotion regulatory skills are examined as a mediator of this linkage.  Laurenceau, Belcher, & Graber  use electronic diaries and an innovative experimental manipulation to investigate the effect of inducing gratitude in romantic partners.  Weiss, Schulz, & Waldinger examine how within-interaction changes in affective arousal covary with levels of interpersonal sensitivity.  This study utilizes multilevel modeling and repeated measures of affective arousal and interpersonal sensitivity obtained via an innovative video recall technique.
Integrating Relationship Research and Sexuality Research   Saturday, 10:30-12:00pm

Sexuality is typically an important part of most intimate relationships and there are extensive bodies of research in both of these areas.  Surprisingly, however, there is a paucity of efforts to integrate the findings from what seem to be largely separate fields.  The goal of the interest group is to provide a forum where interested IARR members can discuss the integration of these two bodies of research.  The session will focus on a variety of issues including the conceptualization of sexuality within intimate relationships and the application contemporary theories (e.g. sociobiology, social exchange theory) to sexuality within intimate relationships. One of the primary goals of the interest group is to provide a forum where interested IARR scholars can initiate an ongoing discussion of these and other relevant issues.  The group will also provide an opportunity for like-minded scholars to network and lay the groundwork for continued discussion and collaboration.
International Cooperation in Relationship Research: The Role of Developed and Developing Countries  Friday, 8:30-10:00am

International cooperation is fundamental for promoting the development of relationship research in developing countries. This roundtable aims at discussing how scholars from developed and developing countries could cooperate in order to foster relationship research and how IARR could contribute to this effort. The discussion is based on recent advances of a research center in Brazil where international cooperation has exerted an important role for developing relationship research. For developed countries, international cooperation may contribute to intercultural research projects and new research possibilities (participants, social and cultural contexts and  research themes). In developing countries, international cooperation may contribute to (1) scientific production; (2) research funding; (3) mentoring; (4) social and cultural development; (5) teaching practices; and, (6) information access. The roundtable will make it possible for scholars to discuss international cooperation possibilities.
Interpersonal Chemistry and Relationship Initiation  Friday, 1:30-3:00pm

We defined interpersonal chemistry (IC) as mutual social connection between two people and hypothesized that it predicts romantic relationship initiation over and above physical attraction. Study 1 involved 3114 participants who were current subscribers to an on-line dating service. A 5 item scale of interpersonal chemistry was developed (α = .89).  Individuals reported how much interpersonal chemistry they felt with a partner they had met in person.  Interpersonal chemistry positively predicted continuing communication with that partner, a desire to see partner again, and making plans to see partner after controlling for physical attraction.  In Study 2, 99 strangers participating in a round-robin design rated each partners’ physical attractiveness, mate value, emotions (self), IC levels they felt with each partner, and were given the opportunity to exchange contact information.  IC predicted the desire to date and likelihood of exchanging contact information over and above physical attractiveness, mate value and the experience of positive emotions.
Is Sex With a Condom Different? Interpersonal Consequences of Condom Use   Saturday, 8:30-10:00am

The Centers for Disease Control (CDC) estimate that about 50% of all Americans will contract a sexually transmitted disease by the age of 35. Although research suggests that people believe that condoms are effective, they also believe sex with them to be “different.” However, research has not examined whether sex with condoms truly is different that sex without. Using an event-contingent diary, two studies examined a) condom users compared to nonusers (determined by whether a condom was used during any interaction during the study) and b) interactions in which condoms were or were not used. Results from both studies suggest that condoms users and non-users differ from one another in several ways, including sexual satisfaction. Examination of the interactions themselves suggested that interactions with condoms tend to be less interpersonally satisfying (e.g., feeling less intimate, desired, emotionally satisfied).
Jealousy Expression in Marriage: The Effects of Satisfaction, Investment, and Commitment  Friday, 3:15-4:45pm

The current study examines the similarities and differences between premarital and marital relationships with respect to romantic jealousy experience and expression. It extends extant jealousy research by enhancing Guerrero and Andersen’s (1998) componential model, and situates it in a theoretical context by utilizing Rusbult’s (1980, 1983) investment model. Analyses of data collected from 654 participants (206 married, 34 engaged, 338 exclusive/committed, and 74 casually dating) indicate that individuals in different relationship types utilize different communicative responses to jealousy. Specifically, differences were found for negative affect expression, integrative communication, active distancing, avoidance/denial, signs of possession, derogating competitors, relationship threats, and manipulation attempts. Furthermore, relationship types differ on jealousy experience, satisfaction, perceived alternatives, investment, and commitment. Specifically, married participants reported being more invested, more committed, and perceiving fewer alternatives than other relationship types. Married participants also reported experiencing less jealousy than those in exclusive/committed relationships. Implications for relationship research are discussed.
Layers of Identity and Experiences of Hurt: A Theme Analysis  Sunday, 4:50-6:20pm
Hurt feelings are both common (Leary & Springer, 2001) and consequential (Vangelisti, Young, Carpenter-Theune, & Alexander, 2005) occurrences in personal relationships. Although previous studies shed light on the nature of hurtful events (Vangelisti, 1994) it is less clear why a person is personally and emotionally injured by another person’s words and actions. We propose that experiences of hurt can be illuminated by considering the impact of hurtful events on a person’s sense of self. Thus, we conducted a two-step theme analysis of accounts of hurtful messages to identify topical themes and themes related to layers of identity (Hecht, 1993).

"Learning to Love": Viewing Romantic Relationships through a Social Developmental Lens  Sunday, 1:30-3:00pm
Research in the field of romantic relationships habitually ignores the developmental viewpoint, taking into account only the context of the individual's current relationship. However, relationships do not develop in a vacuum – just as humans are shaped by their experiences, so are relationship outcomes influenced by the outcomes of prior relationships. In this symposium, we assume a social developmental perspective on romantic relationships, taking advantage of the large-scale Minnesota Study of Risk and Adaptation from Birth to Adulthood project. The four presentations will elucidate the mechanisms via which various relationships throughout an individual's developmental course – with parents during childhood, with peers and friends during early adolescence, and with romantic partners during late adolescence and early adulthood – predict romantic relationship outcomes over time. We expect that both the presentations and the subsequent discussion by Harry Reis will highlight the need for further research on the developmental precursors of romantic relationships.

Legally Recognized Same-Sex Marriage and Families-of-Origin:  Relationships in a New Social Context  Friday, 3:15-4:45pm
Previous research examining Massachusetts same-sex couples who were recently married or engaged to be married suggests that legally recognized same-sex marriage may have a significant impact on how couples see themselves and how social network members perceive couples (Name withheld, in press a; in press b; in press c).  When married or engaged LGBTQ participants were asked to reflect on the things that served as attractions and obstacles to getting married, 41% of the obstacles mentioned were challenges to the marriage presented by family-of-origin members, especially parents (Name withheld, in press b).  This study further investigates the impact of same-sex marriage on the communication and relationships between same-sex couples and their families-of-origin.  Forty-eight married or engaged same-sex couples participated in instant messenger interviews about their marriage and their families-of-origin.  Early data analysis indicates that same-sex couples are experienced dialectical tensions in their communication and relationships with their family-of-origin members triggered or escalated by legally recognized same-sex marriage

Loneliness and the Perceptions of the Intentions and Motivations of Others during Adolescence  Friday, 3:15-4:45pm
The studies presented in the current symposium uniquely contribute to the literature on adolescence loneliness by examining the potential link between loneliness and the perceptions of the intentions and motivations of others. A substantial body of research has examined: (a) how we perceive that others have distinct intentions and motivations, often within the framework of the Theory of Mind (e.g., Baron-Cohen, 1995) and (b) how biases in those perceptions of intentions and motivations affect social behavior as exemplified by the hostility attribution bias (e.g., Dodge, Coie, Pettit, & Price, 1990). Accordingly, the three papers in this symposium examine how adolescent loneliness is linked to theory of mind abilities and sensitivity to rejection as identified within the hostility attribution bias paradigm. The studies converge in showing that loneliness is associated with, and is potentially caused by, the perception of intentions and motivations of others as rejecting and untrustworthy.

Long Distance in Close Relationships: Exploring Communication, Coping, and Mental Health in Geographically-Separated Relationships  Sunday, 1:30-3:00pm

Many individuals maintain personal relationships across significant geographic divides. The geographic dispersion of relational ties is attributable to factors such as work and school demands, military service, and incarceration. This symposium includes five original research papers exploring various aspects of relational maintenance, mental health, and coping in relationships involving geographic separation. Each paper examines a unique relational context, including long-distance dating relationships, adult friendships, commuter marriages, relationships including an incarcerated member, and military families. Authors represent academic departments of psychology, human ecology, and communication studies. The discussant for the symposium, Dr. Laura Stafford, will critique and draw out major themes in the research. This symposium reflects the array of long-distance relationship research being conducted across social scientific disciplines.
Love and the Nature of Self-Other Inclusion  Friday, 1:30-3:00pm
In our “unity-in-diversity” model of self-other overlap we propose that feelings of close connection are associated with the emergence of an ad hoc psychological boundary uniting self and other, but within which self and other increase rather than decrease in distinctiveness. We developed the SOIREE to differentiate between different directions and types of self-other inclusion and then linked these to changes in distinct types of love. As predicted, companionate and altruistic love were associated with a dynamic form of connection in which self-other distinctness increased, whereas “pure” dependent love was associated with the blurring of self-other boundaries.

Making College Feel like Home: The Role of Computer-Mediated and Face-to-Face Support in the Transition to College  Friday, 10:30-12pm
Entering college is a stressful experience for many students, and communication with parents and friends can be a valuable resource during this time. At the same time, the transition to college often imposes a geographical separation between students and their family or friendship networks, which can impede opportunities for social support. As a result, an individual’s comfort with computer-mediated communication and the supportiveness of computer-mediated interactions with friends and family are likely to shape an individual’s adjustment to college life. This paper reports a survey of 141 college freshmen, who reported their preferences for online communication, satisfaction with support from friends and family received through various communication channels, and subjective well-being at the beginning and end of the fall semester. Examining the predictors of adjustment to college life provides insight into the communication channels and types of support that facilitate the transition to college.

Making Mountains Out of Molehills: Overreactions to Minor Relationship Events  Sunday, 10:30-12:00pm
Researchers interested in relationship problems have focused primarily on serious events that undermine relationship viability, yet a great deal of unhappiness and conflict between romantic partners, friends, and family members stems not from weighty relationship issues but from remarkably trivial ones.  For example, romantic couples fight about trivial annoyances, and friendships are sometimes damaged by minor problems. The presentations in this symposium focus on the antecedents and consequences of responding to minor interpersonal difficulties as if they were major problems.  The research to be examined includes investigations of: social allergens in romantic relationships—unpleasant behaviors to which partners respond more intensely than warranted, children’s desire for revenge for minor friendship transgressions, the role of contingent self-esteem in jealous and aggressive responses to friendship problems, and a model for overreactions in interpersonal relationships.

Making Our Relationship Good: The Roles of Compassionate and Self-Image Goals in Creating Responsiveness and Relationship Quality  Sunday, 3:15-4:45pm
Perceived partner responsiveness is a core principle in creating close, satisfying relationships.  But how does responsiveness originate?  Can people create relationships characterized by high responsiveness, and consequently, higher quality relationships?  We suggest that people can initiate a cycle of responsiveness with others by having compassionate goals to care for and support others and not having self-image goals.  Sixty-five roommate dyads completed 21 daily reports of their goals for their roommate relationships, responsiveness, and relationship quality. In daily and lagged-day analyses compassionate goals predicted increased and self-image goals predicted decreased responsiveness to and from roommates. Findings supported a reciprocal relation between responsiveness to and from roommates, which then led to increased relationship quality.  Finally, students’ goals predicted change in their responsiveness, which predicted change in roommates’ reported responsiveness, and their relationship quality.  These findings suggest that compassionate goals create upward spirals of responsiveness that ultimately enhance relationship quality for both people.

Making Sense of the Gendering of Parenthood in First-Time Mothers’ Narratives  Friday, 10:30-12pm
The narrative approach to the study of the gendered nature of parenting recognizes that different kinds of dominant cultural narratives are surrounding the couple relationship and parenting. The presentation illustrates the process of the gendering of parenthood from the points of view of seven Finnish first-time mothers. It presents first-time mothers’ talk about motherhood in relation to their partners’ fatherhood. All the mothers’ narratives began within romance genre. Some mothers’ narratives remained near the romance genre through all the interviews. The third interview session showed the diversity among the women. Some mothers’ narratives changed from romance to narratives showing ambivalence in goals and identifications. There mothers’ narratives about the gendering of parenthood were often very emotionally loaded, recounting mothers’ anger, solitude, exhaustion, guilt or tiredness. The contradictory cultural narratives of good mothering and shared parenthood created ambivalence in the women’s identifications with motherhood and in negotiating parenthood with the partner.
Male and Female Body Image and Dieting in the Context of Intimate Relationships  Sunday, 3:15-4:45pm
The influence of parents and peers on dieting and body image is well known, but, despite the centrality of romantic partnerships in the lives of adults, little research has investigated dieting and body image in the context of intimate relationships. This study investigated unhealthy and healthy dieting, and body satisfaction, in intimate relationships in 57 predominantly unmarried couples, recruited in a college setting. The within-participant findings replicated prior research showing that women with higher self-esteem and lower depressive symptoms were more satisfied with their own bodies and dieted less. Controlling for BMI and the relevant self-perceptions of each partner, the across-partner associations showed that men who had more depressive symptoms and were less satisfied with their relationships had female partners who dieted more and were less satisfied with their bodies. In contrast, men dieted more when their female partners had higher self-esteem and fewer depressive symptoms.

Marital Happiness and Sleep in Midlife Women  Friday, 1:30-3:00pm
Sleep research has tended to view sleep as an individual phenomenon, despite the fact that across cultures and across the lifespan, sleep typically occurs in a social context.  Indeed, the majority of adults sleep with a spouse or a partner. However, scant research has investigated the interplay between close relationship quality and sleep. We examined the association between marital happiness and sleep complaints in women using cross-sectional data from the Study of Women’s Health Across the Nation (SWAN), a multi-site, multi-ethnic, community-based study of midlife women (N=2,148). Ordinal logistic regression analyses examined whether higher levels of marital happiness are associated with decreased risk of having multiple sleep complaints.  After controlling for relevant psychosocial, behavioral, and general health characteristics, higher levels of marital happiness were associated with lesser risk of having multiple sleep complaints, but only among the Caucasian women. Marital happiness may attenuate risk for sleep disturbances in Caucasian women.
Marital Quality, Representations of the Parental Marriage, and Conflict Strategies: A Longitudinal Analysis  Friday, 8:30-10:00am
We test how husbands’ and wives’ marital quality over time and representations of the parental marriage predict reports of conflict strategies several years later. Prenatally, individuals were interviewed about their parents’ marriage and rated on content recalled and insightfulness of memories. Prenatally and at 8 and 24 months postpartum, individuals reported on marital quality. At seven years postpartum, individuals reported on marital conflict strategies. We hypothesized that individuals who reported change in marital quality, or were low on insight, would report poorer conflict strategies at 7 years. We explored how type of content recalled predicted reports of conflict at 7 years. Under conditions of low insight, change in marital quality predicted better conflict strategies at 7 years for those who remembered negative memories, whereas under conditions of high insight, change in marital quality predicted better conflict strategies at 7 years for those who remembered positive memories.

Not Forgiven, Not Forgotten: An Exploratory Investigation of Accounts of Unforgiven Interpersonal Offenses  Friday, 3:15-4:45pm
What kinds of acts and events do people report when asked to describe incidents they have not forgiven? What explanations do they offer to justify their inability/unwillingness to forgive? What do they identify as the advantages and disadvantages associated with not forgiving? To answer these questions, we asked 189 participants to complete a detailed questionnaire about an episode in which they were unable or unwilling to forgive an interpersonal offense. Analyses revealed considerable variability in the range and severity of offenses identified as unforgiven and in explanations for not forgiving (including flawed understandings of what forgiving would entail and an emphasis on offenders failing to do “reparative work”). They also suggest that most people see both costs and benefits associated with failing to forgive. Results are discussed in terms of their implications for understanding the process of forgiving and how failing to forgive can compromise people’s existing and future relationships.

On the Dynamics of Non-Marital Relationship Dissolution  Friday, 1:30-3:00pm
Recent years have witnessed an increase in interest in understanding relationship dissolution processes, both in marital and non-marital contexts (e.g., Fine & Harvey, 2006).  The research included in this symposium highlights important theoretical issues with respect to non-marital romantic involvements.  VanderDrift and colleagues reveal parallels between the relationship commitment – stability literature and the attitude – behavior literature, focusing on dissolution consideration.  Law and Sbarra examine the role of linguistic style as a mediator of the association between self-reported attachment style and autonomic nervous system functioning following a breakup. Agnew and colleagues assess the predictive value of a new measure of relationship alternatives, arguing that people contemplate relationships with alternative others as well as alternative forms of a relationship with a current partner. Finally, Wilson and colleagues examine friendship as a powerful and understudied influence on romantic stability. Collectively, these papers demonstrate the considerable dynamics that underlie and accompany dissolutions.

On the Role of Proximity and Distance Goals in Adult Attachment   Saturday, 10:30-12:00pm

We report three studies in which we used a variant of the Implicit Association Test (IAT) and explicit reports to examine the assumption that attachment anxiety and avoidance are related to proximity and distance goals. Results confirmed that an increase in scores on attachment avoidance is associated with an increase in the pursuit of distance goals in attachment relationships. This was found both at the implicit and explicit level and both in a stress and non-stress context. Attachment anxiety was associated only with explicit reports of proximity seeking. Our findings shed new light on the relation between adult attachment styles and proximity-distance goals and suggest that the IAT can provide a useful tool for investigating automatic processes underlying attachment working models.
On-Again/Off-Again Dating Relationships: What Keeps Partners Coming Back?  Sunday, 3:15-4:45pm

This study examines an understudied phenomenon in dating relationships: on-again/off-again relationships. A sample of 274 individuals involved in an on-again/off-again (hereafter on/off) relationship reported their experiences for up to three phases of their relationship. The research questions addressed in this study focused on reasons for renewals, strategies for renewal, changes in partners’ perceptions over successive breakups and renewals, and general stressors and benefits of these relationships. Results suggest on/off partners become decreasingly optimistic about their relationships with subsequent relational transitions. In addition, most on/off partners reported experiencing general stressors related to doubt or disappointment in the relationship, emotional frustration, or uncertainty regarding their relational status. However, many continued to renew, perhaps due to lingering feelings for the partner (i.e., most common reason for renewing) or believing that the transitions provided a chance to improve or a new perspective of the relationship (i.e., general benefits of on/off relationships).
Only a Matter of Time?  Explaining the Relationship between Spouses’ Time Alone Together and Marital Satisfaction  Friday, 4:50-6:20pm

In 2003, spouses spent nearly an hour per day les of time alone together (spousal time) than spouses spent in 1975.  This study investigates the marital implications of this loss by examining the mechanisms that link spousal time and marital satisfaction.  This study will use couple data from the National Survey of Families and Households (N = 3,861 couples), to test whether meeting ones’ expectations for spousal time mediates the relationship between spousal time and marital satisfaction.  The study will also evaluate the predictors of spouses meeting their spousal time expectations.  Preliminary results indicate that meeting expectations for spousal time does mediate the relationship between spousal time and marital satisfaction.  Further, relative measures of spousal time are better predictors of satisfaction with spousal time than absolute levels of spousal time.
Optimistic Expectations: A Resource or Vulnerability for Romantic Relationships?  Sunday, 4:50-6:20pm

Does holding optimistic expectations facilitate or hinder positive relationship functioning? Some evidence suggests that optimism allows for better problem solving within relationships, which serves to enhance relationship well-being. Other evidence argues that optimism sets intimates up for disappointment, leaving them vulnerable to relationship declines. The current study argues that the form of optimism must be considered when examining relationship functioning. Sixty-one newlywed couples engaged in discussions of marital problems and reported on the solvability of those issues. Their problem solving skills then were rated by independent observers. Results revealed that high dispositional optimists displayed more positive conflict skills than pessimists, but only when the issue was highly solvable. Conversely, those high in unrealistic optimism displayed worse conflict skills, even in highly solvable situations. Thus, dispositional optimists seemed to be engaging in more adaptive relationship functioning than those high in unrealistic optimism. Importantly, these results held controlling for self-esteem and neuroticism.
Perceived Partner Regard: The Importance of Feeling Loved and Cared For  Friday, 4:50-6:20pm

This symposium demonstrates the importance of feeling positively regarded across various types of relationships and brings together theory from communal responsiveness, support-seeking, inclusion of other in self, and quasi-signal detection analysis.   The first paper discusses the benefits of flexible relational focus and the dangers of getting “stuck” with a self or other focus.  The second paper suggests that perceived partner responsiveness regulates support seeking in times of need, even on a daily level.  The third paper proposes that people who care for a partner and are motivated to respond to the partner’s needs project these feelings and motivations onto the partner.  The fourth paper investigates the perception that a partner includes oneself in the other as a precursor to perceived partner responsiveness and satisfaction.  The fifth paper considers whether the benefits of perceived partner regard reflect actual positive regard, concluding that awareness of a partner's regard does matter.
Perceiving Support from Friends:  Effects of Message Quality, Perceived Support Availability, and Problem Severity on Message Evaluations   Saturday, 1:30-3:00pm

This study examines how two factors theorized to influence the motivation to process supportive messages moderated the effect of message quality on evaluations of supportive messages.  Participants (N = 328) were asked to assume they experienced a mildly or moderately problematic situation and subsequently received supportive messages that varied in person centeredness from either a male or female friend; they evaluated these message for helpfulness.  Participants also completed a measure assessing the extent to which they generally perceive support as available (PSA).  Consistent with hypotheses, those high in PSA discriminated more sharply among better and worse supportive messages and were more influenced by the severity of the problem.  Sex of helper influenced message evaluations only for those who were low in PSA and received a mild problem, suggesting that helper sex may function as a heuristic influencing evaluations of messages when there is relatively low motivation to process these messages.  Results are discussed within the frame of a recently proposed dual-process theory of supportive message outcomes.
Predicting Post-Divorce Coparenting Communication Using the Theory of Planned Behavior  Sunday, 10:30-12:00pm

The purpose of this study was to examine parents’ attitudes and beliefs that predict coparenting communication after divorce. In this study we tested constructs derived from the Theory of Planned Behavior to predict 203 mothers’ and 124 fathers’ levels of communication with their child’s other parent. In accordance with the TPB, parents who held positive perceptions of coparenting, perceived that there were social norms that encouraged them to coparent, perceived greater control over their abilities to coparent, communicated more often with coparents than did other parents, and were more likely to express strong intentions to coparent in the future.
Procedural Justice in Close Relationships: The Moderating Role of Gender  Sunday, 4:50-6:20pm

In four studies, I addressed the importance that men and women place on procedural justice in relationship conflict. Study 1 showed that the relationship between procedural justice and positive affect was significantly stronger among women than among men. In Study 2, I replicated this gender effect and showed that the gender difference disappeared under high levels of commitment. Study 3 revealed that men who identify strongly with their relationship show a stronger fair process effect than men who report low relationship-specific identification. Finally, the results of Study 4 showed that the manipulation of relational salience lead to a heightened sensitivity to procedural justice among men, but not among women. The findings suggest that procedural justice operates at a dispositional level for women, whereas it operates at a relationship-specific level for men. Implications are discussed.
Prototypes of Intimacy and Sexual Intimacy  Saturday, 8:30-10:00am

Four studies explored the relationship between laypeople’s conceptualizations of intimacy and sexual intimacy. Prototypes of both concepts were generated in Study 1 using the methodology of Fehr (1988); and in Study 2 the attributes that constituted each prototype were rated for centrality. Results from the first two studies suggest that although intimacy and sexual intimacy prototypes are quite similar they do have many unique central (i.e., important) attributes. Results from Study 3 indicated that while the concept of intimacy is organized prototypically (i.e., some features are more important and are therefore more easily remembered than others), sexual intimacy is not. Finally, the conceptual relationship between the two was assessed both explicitly and implicitly in Study 4. The effects of priming on explicit judgments showed that the two concepts could be reliably differentiated; however results from implicit analyses suggest that sexual intimacy may be best understood as a subtype of intimacy.
Putative Secrets: How and Why Are They Kept, and What Are the Relational Implications?  Friday, 4:50-6:20pm

People sometimes learn about information that somebody else is trying to keep secret from them. When they continue to allow the secret keeper to believe that the secret is unknown, the information is a putative secret. The current study examines the relational impact of putative secrets. Participants (n = 383) reported on a putative secret they knew, their perceptions of the reasons why the other person was trying to keep the secret, and the means that person used to attempt to keep the secret. The reasons for, and means of, keeping putative secrets were significantly related to relational dissatisfaction, relational distancing, and hurt feelings. The discussion focuses on how studying putative secrets can provide important new insights into the connection between secrecy and relational outcomes.
Refining Our Tools: Cross-Sectional and Longitudinal Precision of Relationship Satisfaction Scales  Friday, 8:30-10:00am

Four studies developed and validated the Couples Satisfaction Index (CSI) in an effort to provide greater precision for detecting relationship change.  Study 1 used factor and IRT analyses on a pool of 146 items given to 5,315 online respondents to identify the most effective items for assessing relationship satisfaction, indicating that the CSI scales offered notably increased power for detecting group differences over existing scales like the DAS and the MAT. Study 2 examined the responsiveness of the CSI and existing scales to change in relationship satisfaction over 1-week intervals in a sample of 263 online respondents.  Effect sizes for detecting differences between respondents in global-change groups suggested that the CSI scales offered notably greater power for detecting change over 1 week.  Studies 3 and 4 extended these results to 1 and 2-month intervals with samples of 104 and 260 respondents respectively, continuing to favour the CSI scales.
Regulation Processes in Intimate Relationships: The Costs and Benefits of Trying to Change Intimate Partners  Sunday, 4:50-6:20pm

What are the consequences of attempts to change or improve intimate relationships? In stark contrast to the aim of regulation efforts, an initial series of studies found that attempts to change relationship partners (a) produced lower partner and relationship evaluations, and (b) reduced the self and relationship evaluations of the targeted partner. However, regulation success mitigated these negative associations. Examining these effects further, an observation study tested the success of different communication strategies exhibited within couples’ videotaped interactions in which partners were trying to produce desired changes in each other. Regulation strategies that varied in valence (positive versus negative) and directness (direct versus indirect) were associated with different costs (e.g., reducing relationship quality) and benefits (success in producing desired change), when contrasting concurrent (immediate) and longitudinal (long-term) outcomes.
Rejection Sensitivity, Interpersonal Violence and Health  Sunday, 1:30-3:00pm

In this symposium, we report on three studies involving the links between rejection sensitivity and violence in close relationships.  The first study explored the association among rejection sensitivity, self-silencing in relationships, partner violence and negative health outcomes among women in poverty.  Lower decision-making power and higher relationship violence partially mediated the effects of rejections sensitivity on health. The second study involved revising Downey and Feldman’s Rejection Sensitivity Questionnaire and exploring the associations among rejection sensitivity, interpersonal violence, insecure attachment and negative attributions.  Evidence was found for both moderating and mediating effects, particularly in the case of married males. The third study involved assessing whether rejection sensitivity, marital distress and violence are associated with problems in decoding ambiguous messages from one’s wife, and from female strangers.  Findings showed that violent men were biased to perceive women’s negative messages as rejecting and critical, and rejection sensitivity was associated with this bias.
Relations of Maternal Parenting with Child’s Attachment in Middle Childhood  Friday, 10:30-12pm

The main purpose of this study was to examine how two parenting dimensions, psychological control and acceptance, relate to attachment patterns in middle childhood, employing both questionnaires and interviews or interaction tasks. Specifically, we evaluated Younger at al.’s (2005) hypotheses that psychological control relates to ambivalence and acceptance relates with avoidance. We found partial support for these hypotheses. In addition, we found that lower psychological control and higher acceptance were associated with higher security. Higher perceived control and lower acceptance were associated with higher disorganization. Maternal parenting dimensions differentiated between secure and insecure patterns in a manner somewhat consistent with our predictions. These results suggest that parenting that promotes children’s individuality in a warm and supportive manner facilitates the development of a secure attachment.
Relationship Maintenance Activities in Identity Renegotiation: An Examination of Male-to-Female Transsexual and Natal Female Couples  Friday, 4:50-6:20pm
This qualitative study examined the utilization of relationship maintenance activities in the process of identity renegotiation in couples that include male-to-female individuals and their natal female partners in which the disclosure of transsexualism occurred after the relationship was established. The unexpected disclosure of transsexualism disrupts the relational schema.  Following the disclosure, relationship maintenance activities were required to accomplish two intertwined purposes:  1) return the relationship to an acceptable level; and 2) renegotiate the partners’ relational identities.  Seventeen couples participated in this two-phase study that included surveys and face-to-face in-depth interviews.  The sample population utilized relationship maintenance activities similar to those utilized by heterosexual, gay, and lesbian couples.  However, the couples also utilized unique relationship maintenance activities as they coped with the unexpected disruption to their relationship.  In addition to the relationship maintenance activities, six major themes of identity renegotiation emerged.  The study examined the links between relationship maintenance and identity renegotiation.
Relationship Neuroscience: What Are the Possibilities?  Sunday, 4:50-6:20pm

Neuroscience approaches are playing an increasingly prominent role in the disciplines that contribute to relationship science.  The goal of this Roundtable is a thoughtful consideration of the possibilities and risks, from both a theoretical and practical perspective.  We expect that those who attend and participate in the discussion will include both those largely unfamiliar with neuroscience methods (for whom the Roundtable provides a brief introduction accessible to relationship scholars with no neuroscience background whatsoever) and those very familiar with or using such methods themselves.  After a 10-15 minute introduction/orientation, discussion will be facilitated on the following topics (as time permits):  What can neuroscience tell us that we can not learn from other methods?  Is it practical for those trained in conventional relationship science disciplines to conduct sophisticated neuroscience research?  How can relationship science contribute to neuroscience? What are some caveats to keep in mind when reading neuroscience findings?
Relationships in the Context of Race and Gender: Update on the Early Years of Marriage Project  Sunday, 10:30-12:00

Little research attention has been given to Black American marriages and the styles of interaction that occur within them. The Early Years of Marriage Project is a study designed to delineate the processes that underlie marital development in Black American (BA) and White American (WA) couples. Given differences in marital cultures among BA and WA communities, we anticipated that the models of marital development would be different. The project began with a representative sample of newly married couples who filed for marriage licenses in 1986. This panel will present some of the latest research findings using project data. The presentations highlight the modeling of marital well-being over time, changes/stability in the use of avoidant coping strategies, changes/stability in marital quality during the transition to parenthood, and the experience of divorce. Collectively, the papers focus on marriage and divorce given the context of race and gender. The work on this project is distinctive because explanations focus on both culture and structure to understand race and gender differences.
Relationship-Specific Identification: “We” Will Stay Together Longer Than You and I  Sunday, 10:30-12:00pm

Relationship identification has typically been measured as a global construct. In the present sets of studies, we developed a measure assessing the degree to which individuals incorporate a specific significant other into their sense of self. In the first study, it was found that identification for one’s relationship was related to, but not redundant with, global relational identification and commitment to one’s relationship. In Study 2, using an instant messaging paradigm, we discovered that individuals highly identified with their romantic partner were more likely to exhibit relationship maintaining behavior by referring to their relationship in a conversation with an attractive alternative. This effect held controlling for global relational identification. Currently we are exploring the psychological and behavioral consequences of continued identification after a relationship has ended.
Research Collaborations From and Within IARR  Friday, 4:50-6:20pm

IARR features a mission statement revealing that the association “seeks to stimulate and support the scientific study of personal relationships and encourage cooperation among social scientists worldwide.” The panelists will discuss the intent of the last part of this goal statement and and examine the types of research collaborations the association has fostered. Before the conference the panelists will survey IARR members and will include these results in the discussion. The panelists will discuss roadblocks to interdisciplinary work and what IARR can do to help facilitate meaningful research collaborations.
Researching Tough Relational Encounters: Risks and Rewards  Friday, 7:30-8:30am

Examining difficult interactions such as revealing a fearful secret (e.g., abuse, sexual orientation), confessing a relational crime (infidelity), or saying goodbye (when one is dying or leaving) can be tough on the researcher.  Although the speakers will briefly address the challenges of getting the necessary material, they will focus their comments on the risks and rewards to the researchers.  Keeley and Yingling gathered interview data from over 80 relational partners who had said goodbye to a dying loved one. In the process of gathering, coding, and analyzing the data as well as co-authoring a book on the subject, they discovered that they faced unexpected challenges and a few unexpected costs but came away with great gifts.
Romantic Partners Rule: Effects of Ostracism on Partner vs. Stranger Interactions  Sunday, 1:30-3:00pm
Research has shown that being ostracized by strangers causes many deleterious effects, including decreases in belonging and self-esteem. Does being ostracized by a romantic partner have the same negative impact? Thirty-three dating couples (66 individuals) played a virtual ball tossing game, Cyberball, with two other players. Participants were randomly assigned to one of four conditions that varied in level of involvement (included or ostracized) and the relationship to the other players in the game (two strangers or their romantic partner and a stranger). We found that participants who played a game with a stranger and their romantic partner reported fewer threats to their fundamental needs (e.g., belonging, self-esteem etc.) than those who played with two strangers. In addition, being ostracized by two strangers led to significantly more anger, sadness, and betrayal compared to the other conditions. Thus, the pain of ostracism appears to be buffered when one of the players primes a strong sense of belonging.
Routine, Habits, and Boredom in Romantic Relationships  Saturday, 10:30-12:00pm

The focus of this symposium is on routine in romantic relationships and its impact on relationship quality. The first presenter examined the experience of “falling in a rut” using data from a long-term longitudinal study and found that the experience of being “in a rut” predicted decreased marital satisfaction nine years later. The second presenter explored the correlates of relational boredom with a married sample using daily diary methodology, and assessed the unique contribution of boredom in predicting relationship satisfaction. The third presenter used an innovative experimental method and tested the absence of affect and motivation as possible causes of relationship boredom. Finally, taking a positive approach, the fourth presenter investigated the benefits of maintaining relationship satisfaction and commitment through habitual, purposeful behaviors. Our discussant will review and relate these four presentations on routine, habits, and boredom.
Sex, Conflict, Insecurity, and Death: An Attachment Perspective on Regulatory Processes in Close Relationships  Friday, 4:50-6:20pm

Research indicates that the attachment system affects the functioning of the caregiving and sexual systems, and that the caregiving and sexual systems sometimes serve attachment-related goals, primarily in situations that call for distress regulation. In this symposium, we will present research examining the involvement of these three systems in regulating reactions to stressful events, including the involvement of attachment orientations. The first paper will describe the effectiveness of different kinds of caregiving attempts in alleviating distress experienced by one's partner during conflict resolution. The second paper will show how relationship conflict affects sexual motivation. The third paper will explain how relationship insecurities affect sexual motives. The fourth paper will examine the effects of death primes on the desire to have sex. The implications of these studies for understanding how the attachment, sexual, and caregiving systems interact to regulate distress in close relationships will be discussed.
Sexual Communication of Married People: A Qualitative Study of Sexual Communication in Marital Maintenance  Saturday, 8:30-10:00am

This study examined sexual communication of married people.  Because the majority of research on communication about sex examines issues in relational development (e.g., sexual acceptance and resistance, negotiating condom use, disclosure of sexual history) researchers know little about sexual communication in married couples.  This shortcoming is detrimental because married people face issues in sexual communication not faced by dating couples (e.g., impact of children, effects of changing health and sex drive, keeping spark and variety in sexual interaction).  To explore this, we conducted a qualitative study.  At present, we have interviewed 16 married women and men, and will complete at least 25 interviews for this study.  Preliminary reviews of data reveal several interesting themes to this point in the data collection on topics such as discursive creation of sexual reality, strategic ambiguity of sexual communication, and the integration of sex and sexual communication into other aspects of the marital relationship.
Sibling Types:  The Influence of Genetic Relatedness on Affectionate Communication  Saturday, 1:30-3:00pm

Despite demographic trends demonstrating decreasing family sizes, most children grow up with at least one sibling.  Family relationships are both social and genetic, distinguishing biological families from all other human bonds.   Evolutionary theories are uniquely positioned to explain interactions within the family.  The current study utilizes evolutionary principles and Affectionate Exchange Theory to explain differences in siblings’ affectionate displays for full-, half-, and step-sibling relationships.  Full siblings were expected to report more affectionate communication than half-siblings, and half-sibling were expected to report more affectionate communication than step-siblings.  The current study offers some support for evolutionary reasoning for differences in affectionate communication between different sibling relationship structures.  Hypotheses were generally supported.  Further research is clearly warranted.
“So, When Are You Two Having a Baby?” Managing Information About Infertility within Social Networks  Saturday, 1:30-3:00pm

Infertility confronts an average of 1 in 6 couples (Seibel, 1997) with life decisions that have long-term implications for their partnerships (Greil, 1991, 1997). While extensive research has noted the stressors infertility brings into a marriage, far less has explored how couples disseminate this private information into their social networks and what the implications are, both inside and outside their marriage, for revealing details of their diagnosis and treatment. The current study analyzed data from 18 interviews with infertile individuals in an attempt to parse out the direct and indirect behaviors people use to conceal and disclose infertility-related information to their social networks.
Social Network Influences on Romantic Relationships  Saturday, 8:30-10:00am

In interpersonal relationships research, there has been a renewed call for researchers to focus on enhancing our understanding of relationship networks.  This "systems" approach considers how one type of relationship (e.g. peer friendship, parent-child relationship) affects another type of relationship (e.g. romantic relationship).  This interdisciplinary panel will present some of the latest research that reflects this systemic approach.  Starting with a presentation that highlights how examining different levels of analysis (e.g. individual, dyad, network) enriches our understanding of romantic dynamics, subsequent presentations will address specific areas of network impact (e.g. exploring an array of variables that affect differences in the impact of social opinion on the romantic relationship and examining the social network member's side of the story).  Collectively, the papers highlight that relationships do not exist in a social vacuum, but are strongly affected by the ongoing, interdependent and complex nature of social network members’ reactions.
Social Relationships amongst New Polish Migrants in Britain  Saturday, 1:30-3:00pm

The expansion of the EU eastwards in 2004 has seen a rapid migration of Poles into the UK, with some half a million Poles arriving in the last three years. However, we know little about the willingness of these new migrants to form social relationships with British citizens. We questioned 560 Polish migrants in an online survey that included measures of relationship integration, individual values and axiomatic beliefs, and language competency. Participants were from throughout Britain and included respondents from a wide range of occupations and locations. Results indicated that Polish migrants were ‘moderately willing’ to have British friends, although few were willing to consider a long-term relationship or marriage with a British partner. Language competency was a major predictor of willingness to engage in social contact with British people. ‘Traditional’, conservation values predicted a relative unwillingness to engage in close relationships with British people; in contrast, an ‘openness to change’ was associated with greater willingness to build such relationships. Those with socially flexible beliefs and who believed in reward for application were more likely to establish contacts and make friends with the British. These findings suggest the importance of analysing such values and beliefs when considering the personal relationships of new migrants to a country.
Social Support in Romantic Relationships: Effects on Physiology and Health  Friday, 1:30-3:00pm

Social support provided in the context of close relationships reduces physiological responding to stressors, but the extent to which these physiological changes have meaningful consequences for health is unknown.  Using preliminary data from an ongoing study, we investigated whether the effects of stressful and supportive interaction with a romantic partner on cortisol and skin healing, a health-relevant outcome. On two separate visits, dating couples (N = 8) discussed areas of disagreement (conflict discussion) or personal goals (supportive discussion).  After each discussion, participants rated the effectiveness of the social support provided by their partner.  Prior to each discussion, participant received a skin irritation on the forearm, and the degree of skin healing was assessed at a follow-up visit 24 hrs later.  Saliva samples were collected at four time points to assess cortisol responses.  Across both discussions, higher ratings of partner supportiveness were associated with smaller cortisol responses (p < .05).  In addition, men had larger cortisol responses to the conflict discussion than women (p < .05). Taken together, these data suggest that individuals who receive effective social support from their partners during a conflict may experience reduced physiological activation, and over time, this may translate into less wear and tear on the body.
Sources of Discouragement in Partnering: Too Many Standards or Too Few Marriageable Mates?  Sunday, 8:30-10:00am

This study examined the role of both standards for a mate and the perceived availability of partners with desirable qualities in accounting for individual differences in the optimism people have about finding a suitable marriage partner.  A community sample of 610 unmarried individuals completed a phone interview during which they indicated their standards for a marriage partner, their perception of the availability of people with desirable attributes, their self-reported market value, and their optimism about finding a suitable marriage partner.  Partial correlations and regression analyses revealed that although higher standards for a mate were not associated with lower optimism about partnering, lower perceived availability of others with desirable qualities was linked with lower optimism about finding a suitable mate.  Secondary analyses further revealed that individuals’ market value may influence the availability of desirable partners and that optimism about partnering is also associated with individuals’ degree of investment in finding a mate.
Statistical Models for Dyadic Discrepancies  Saturday, 1:30-3:00pm

Many areas of relationship research address concepts of similarity, agreement, congruence, or resemblance by analyzing discrepancies between dyad members’ responses. Simple differences, absolute differences, squared differences, residualized differences, standardized differences, and similar measures are often used to test discrepancy hypotheses.  Although these measures appear easily derived and interpreted, the underlying statistical models are seldom clarified in terms of the original dyad member component variables (see Griffin et al. 1999). Dyadic discrepancies are variously modelled as predictors, outcomes, and correlates. In this paper, multivariate general linear models, structural equation models, and multilevel models are outlined to address these and related tasks.  This includes appropriately controlling for remaining component effects, adjusting for measurement error, modelling dyadic discrepancies in growth trajectories and latent constructs, and developing models suitable for both distinguishable and interchangeable dyads. Model descriptions are accompanied by worked examples and the necessary computer syntax for model implementation.
Stepfamily: A System Analysis of Family Relations  Saturday, 1:30-3:00pm

The studies’ objective is to analyze the specific character of the functioning of a reconstructed family with a stepfather, with respective research tasks designed to provide answers to the following questions: Who is a family member for a child, a mother and a stepfather from a reconstructed family? How is the reconstructed family structure perceived by children and adults – partners/spouses? The studies involved members of 35 families (mother, stepfather and children living in a family house), reconstructed as a result of divorce of the children’s biological parents. The study employed T.M. Gehring’s Family System Test (FAST), which was developed as a tool for scientific research and as a method that would aid clinical practice in working with families. Particular attention is given to the boundaries, coherence and hierarchy in stepfamily in typical and ideal representation of the system.
Strategic Partner Selection Model: Balancing Connectedness and Self-Protection When Choosing a Romantic Partner  Sunday, 8:30-10:00am

The current work proposes and tests a model of strategic partner selection aimed at balancing competing desires for connectedness and self-protection.  Our research examines the roles of situational and dispositional rejection salience on dating partner selection.  Through a series of studies, we are able to show that when situational rejection concerns are minimal, participants evidence a preference for the best possible partner.  However, when situational rejection concerns are salient, participants shift their preference in favor of a safer partner.  Further, this flexibility is moderated by attachment security, such that those with more secure styles evidence the greatest adaptive flexibility.
Strategies for Helping Researchers from Non-English Speaking Countries to Publish their Work in English-Language Journals  Sunday, 10:30-12:00pm

The field of relationship research has become increasingly international in scope.  This has numerous benefits, such as facilitating valuable international communication and cooperation, making members of the field more aware of the full range of relationship phenomena, and allowing for investigation of cultural differences in these phenomena.  However, this increasing internationalism generates challenges when it comes to writing and publication.  Scholars from non-English-speaking countries sometimes have difficulty mastering English-language social scientific writing (and its seemingly arbitrary conventions), and editors and reviewers working for English-language journals struggle to fairly evaluate manuscripts that may be substantively interesting, but which are not written in professional English. The system has lumbered along for a number of years, aided by a number of generous reviewers who have gone out of their way to offer concrete, practical assistance with English and APA style.  Some have suggested that our field should be more proactive in promoting and fostering cross-national collaborations in which successful relationship researchers who write well in English partner with young investigators in other countries to help them get their work published. In this session we will engage the audience in a discussion of this and other strategies. The goal will be to prepare a brief document that may help IARR to identify effective models for dealing with this issue and facilitating productive international collaborations.
Strategies for Maintaining Research Productivity at Teaching Institutions  Saturday, 7:30-8:30am

The goal of the roundtable is to bring together interested IARR members who remain active researchers while facing constraints posed by the lack of emphasis on research productivity common to many programs at smaller, teaching intensive institutions. First, a brief overview of research on the relationship between research productivity and teaching effectiveness will be examined.  Various impediments to research productivity at teaching intensive institutions will also be discussed. The primary goal of the session, however, is to allow participants to share information regarding techniques and strategies that they have found to be effective in maintaining ongoing research programs at their respective institutions.  Participants will also be provided the opportunity to continue e-mail based discussion and collaboration with interested colleagues beyond the immediate conference session.
Stress and Reactivity to Daily Relationship Events: How Stress Hinders Adaptive Processes in Marriage  Sunday, 3:15-4:45pm

Maintaining a relationship requires that intimates successfully navigate the ups and downs of their daily experiences with their partners.  Intimates whose global satisfaction is heavily dependent on these experiences exhibit worse relationship outcomes than intimates whose global satisfaction is less sensitive to fluctuating daily experiences. The current studies examined how intimates’ reactivity to daily relationship experiences is affected by their external stress. Using daily diary data, Study 1 examined the covariance between spouses’ global and specific relationship evaluations over time in 146 couples. Global satisfaction covaried with perceptions of specific relationship experiences more strongly in spouses experiencing more stress. Study 2 examined reactivity using 7-day diaries collected at three points over four years in 82 couples. Within-subject analyses indicated that intimates’ reactivity to daily relationship experiences was stronger when they were experiencing greater than normal stress. All findings held controlling for the influence of various personality factors on reactivity.
Support Seeking amongst Friends: The Shy Person’s Struggle in Seeking Social Support  Saturday, 1:30-3:00pm

Prior work has not extensively examined the social support seeking messages in times of loss between friends that involve a shy person.  Undergraduates’ support- seeking attempts was coded for person-centeredness.  As expected, shy individuals had a higher fear of negative evaluation, a static self-theory, and were less sociable, perceived less availability and satisfaction with their social support, were less likely to talk about their interpersonal problems and took longer to resolve them, and used less person centered support seeking strategies. Sociability moderated, but fear of negative evaluation only partially mediated the relationship between shyness and person-centered support-seeking.
Testing a Relational Goal Pursuit Theory of Obsessive Relational Intrusion and Stalking  Sunday, 8:30-10:00am

Obsessive relational intrusion (ORI) and stalking represent forms of unwanted pursuit and harassment, involving forms of interaction ranging from courtship to violence. Relational goal pursuit theory posits that a lower-order goal of seeking intimacy with a particular person becomes linked to higher-order goals, leading to a cascade of goal frustration, rumination, emotional flooding, goal persistence, and ORI/stalking. A study of 334 college students using measures of these constructs (all (’s > .80) predicted ORI activities among those jilted by a former partner. When optimal scaling procedures were used to compensate for distribution problems, the theory revealed optimistic potential for prediction of all three types of ORI behavior: hyper-intimacy (R2 = .49), surveillance (R2 = .36), and aggression (R2 = .19). Implications for future refinement of the theory and its measures are examined.
Testing the Relationship Maintenance Behavior Cycle Using Multilevel Modeling  Friday, 4:50-6:20pm
Relationship maintenance behaviors are everyday actions individuals use to help sustain relationships at a satisfying level (Stafford & Canary, 1991).  A comprehensive model of relationship maintenance behaviors was tested for married couples using multilevel modeling.  A total of 322 married couples participated in an online survey measuring self-reported maintenance behaviors, perceived partner maintenance behaviors, and satisfaction.  Measures were gathered at three points in time, spanning a one month period.  Results showed that satisfaction predicts self-reported maintenance behaviors, self reported maintenance behaviors are perceived by one’s partner, and that perceived partner maintenance behaviors predict satisfaction.  This suggests an upward spiral of positive behaviors may be possible between couples.

The Anxiously Attached at Speed-Dating: Unpopular and Unselective  Sunday, 8:30-10:00am

Do the anxiously attached have trouble initiating romantic relationships? Using a speed-dating paradigm, we collected data from 116 participants who were looking for a new romantic relationship.  The anxiously attached, reported that they attended speed-dating to decrease their loneliness, and they attended in spite of marginal expectations that they would be unpopular and unselective in their own choices. Unfortunately, the reality was that the anxious were unpopular, and the other speed-daters did not choose them for potential relationship pursuit. Although the anxious did not make fewer speed-dating matches overall, this was due to their being unselective in their own choices. Even before finding out their speed-dating results, the anxious were unsatisfied with their speed-dating experience. The significant effects of anxiety are above and beyond the powerful impact of attractiveness, the predispositions associated with gender, and even other psychological factors such as self-esteem.
The Caregiving System in Adulthood: Theory to Application  Friday, 8:30-10:00am

This symposium offers four presentations which seek to explore the caregiving system. The first paper presents evidence of a link between attachment, received caregiving, caregiving reciprocity, and mental ill health, demonstrating the influence of received caregiving on intra-personal variables. The second paper suggests that established associations between attachment and parenting are mediated by the caregiving system between partners, providing evidence that the two caregiving systems are linked, and are perhaps motivated by the same underlying constructs. The third paper presents evidence that the caregiving system can be affected by priming with specific caregiving styles. The fourth presentation provides a critique of the empirical papers, synthesising the important theoretical ideas, whilst paying particular attention to the construct of caregiving and its transfer across relational contexts. Consideration will also be given to value of application of the findings of each of the three papers: for mental health, relationships and parenting work.
The Couple Dynamics of Offering and Receiving Support for Antiretroviral Adherence  Sunday, 8:30-10:00am

High rates of adherence to antiretroviral therapy (ART) are necessary for successful management of HIV disease.  Social support plays a role in this context, and couples’ relationship dynamics may be particularly important.  This qualitative study examined the relationship dynamics of 20 gay couples in order to articulate how being in a committed, partnered relationship affected antiretroviral adherence. We found that the couples in our sample exemplified two general approaches to ART adherence within the relationship. In one approach ART adherence was the personal responsibility of the person on medication, and was not an aspect of or issue for the relationship. In the other approach, ART adherence was integrated into the relationship.
The Daily Interplay of Stress, Closeness, and Relationship Satisfaction in Gay and Lesbian Couples  Friday, 3:15-4:45pm
Research suggests that stressful life events may negatively impact relationships, but the daily effects of stress on relationships are not clear. Additionally, most research has focused on married couples. The present study uses a sample of same-sex couples and a daily diary design to examine the effects of daily stress on relationship quality. It is proposed that daily feelings of closeness (both actor and partner effects) will buffer any negative effects that stress has on relationship quality. The findings suggest that relationship satisfaction for gay men, but not lesbians, actually increased as stress increased when they felt particularly close to their partners. An unexpected finding emerged for partner closeness such that on days when partners felt particularly close, relationship satisfaction actually decreased, while there was no effect for those whose partners felt less close.

The Effects of Social Support from a Significant Other in an Immersive Virtual Environment  Saturday, 8:30-10:00am

Although it is widely assumed that social support from romantic partners facilitate coping, promotes emotional well-being, and enhances relationship satisfaction, few experimental studies have demonstrated this causal link. The purpose of this study was to test the impact of experimentally manipulated social support provided during a stressful task on individual and relationship outcomes. Using virtual reality technology, we created a stressful task for one member of each couple. We then manipulated nonverbal support behavior of his/her partner within the virtual world.  There were three conditions: (a) high-support, (b) low-support, and (c) no partner present. Participants in the high-support condition reported that their partners’ behavior made them feel better about their task and more loved compared to participants in the low-support condition. In addition, participants in the high-support and no-partner-present conditions reported feeling calmer after completing the task compared to those in the low-support condition.  Various moderators of these effects were also explored.
The Impact of Discordant Gender Role Attitudes in Married Couples  Sunday, 3:15-4:45pm

How does discordance in gender role attitudes between husbands and wives predict social support in marriage? Beliefs about gender roles lead couples to internalize beliefs about power and competency and to assign responsibility within the relationship. The role of social support has been found to have an important impact on marriage but the literature does not shed light on what occurs when there is discordance in gender role attitudes held by spouses. Information the relationship between parental and marital gender role attitudes on emotional and instrumental spousal support was collected from 50 married couples. Greater levels of gender role attitude discordance, with husbands being more egalitarian than their wives, was related to: 1) both spouses reporting the wife performed less of the household tasks and 2) the less emotional support the wife reported receiving from her husband.
The Impact of Family Communication during Adolescence on Emerging Adults’ Psychological Adjustment and Their Risk Taking Behaviors during Adolescence  Friday, 10:30-12:00pm

This study investigated the associations between family communication patterns and the psychological adjustment of emerging adults and on their health related behaviors during adolescence. Results indicate that family communication patterns, conceptualized and operationalized as family conversation and conformity orientation, significantly predicted emerging adults’ relationship quality with their parents, their self-esteem, social anxiety, perceived life stress, and depression. In addition, family communication patterns were associated with the age at which adolescents engaged in first sexual activities and other risky and unhealthy behaviors, such as drinking alcohol, smoking, and using marijuana. These results suggest that the impact that family communication and family relationships have on children are not only acutely experienced by children and adolescents who are still living with their parents, but continue to have significant effects on emerging adults even after they have left the home.
The Intra-psychic Caregiving Framework:  Caregiver Transitions and Emotions  Sunday, 8:30-10:00am
As a follow-up to a grounded theory investigation of middle-aged daughters providing informal care to their frail, widowed mothers, this research sought to confirm and further develop previously identified “intra-psychic stages” of informal caregiving and care-receiving.  Focus groups were conducted with caregiving daughters, asking in-depth questions about their experiences, emotions, challenges, and alternate experiences associated with each of the six-stages.  Contrary to expectations, results provided only limited support for the existence of intra-psychic stages.  Instead, significant differences emerged concerning their transition to caring and assimilation versus accommodation of the caregiver role.  Finally, it its third phase, follow up interviews with willing focus group participants have been conducted to further examine and describe the emotive elements, challenges, relationship history and how daughters balance different roles and responsibilities.    This presentation will describe each phase of the research process and the qualitative findings.  Implications will also be discussed.

The Jekyll and Hyde Effect in Relationships: Correlates and Consequences  Sunday, 3:15-4:45pm

In this symposium, five presentations describe recent developments dealing with the study of the Jekyll and Hyde effect in relationships. This effect refers to the fact that in some relationships, one or both partners tends to see the others as all good or all bad at a given point in time. The first presentation demonstrates that attachment insecurity is associated with this effect. The second demonstrates that people who segregate partner positives and negatives tend to have less temporally stable views of those partners. The third extends this by demonstrating that they also have more context-dependent views of partners. The fourth suggests that the tendency to segregate partner positives and negatives at least partially explains the association between insecure attachment and poor conflict resolution tactics. Finally, the fifth presentation demonstrates the Jekyll and Hyde effect in people with Borderline Personality Disorder using a number of different methods.
The Logic of Privacy and the Management of Disclosure: Implications and Applications of Communication Privacy Management  Sunday, 3:15-4:45pm

Worldwide, privacy is a critical issue for people and their relationships. Many aspects of our lives in modern society are, in some way, linked to the management of private information. Whether we are considering romantic relationships, families, health relationships, or everyday interactions with others, privacy is a common thread. But, while privacy is often discussed, it is one of the least understood concepts. There are many reasons privacy, and its sister, disclosure are misunderstood. Of particular note, the need for a functional scheme from which to comprehend the intricacies of privacy management is often missing. Understanding the way people define and regulate their private information is complex and paradoxical. People want to reveal to some and conceal from others or disclose and conceal simultaneously. Using the theoretical system of Communication Privacy Management (CPM), we have a ready framework to interpret the ways that people, relationships, families, groups, organizations, and institutions make decisions about when, how, and under what circumstances they protect or reveal information they believe is private (Petronio, 2002).
The Motivational Underpinnings of Relational Processes and Experiences: A Self-Determination Theory Perspective  Sunday, 3:15-4:45pm
Self-determination theory (SDT) offers a particularly useful perspective from which to study relationships. SDT is fundamentally about the interplay between the social milieu and the individual. However, relatively little research has applied SDT to close relationship processes. Further, relationship science has, on the whole, been relatively silent about the motivational underpinnings (i.e., need satisfaction, relationship motivation, motivation for relationship behaviors) of various relational phenomena ranging from intimacy to conflict resolution. The purpose of this symposium is to highlight cutting-edge research that applies SDT to various relationship processes and experiences including sexual intimacy, pro-relationship behavior, relational communion and closeness, and relationship-serving bias. These studies highlight important theoretical contribution and also demonstrate methodological rigor, including diary studies, experimental priming, and dyadic processes. The symposium will also include discussion about future research and ways in which SDT can inform and advance relationship science.
The Neural Correlates of Long-Term Romantic Love  Friday, 1:30-3:00pm

The current study explores the neural correlates of long-term romantic love. Replicating procedures used in Aron et al.’s (2005) fMRI study of early-stage love and using additional stimuli to control for closeness and familiarity, we monitored the brain activity of participants in long term relationships (≥10 yrs) who reported being intensely in love while they viewed images of their partner and control stimuli.  Preliminary results suggest that individuals reporting intense love for a long-term partner are using the same powerful reward systems (i.e., the ventral striatum, ventral tegmental area) activated in early-stage romantic love.
The Paradoxical Effect of Feeling Sexual Desire for One’s Partner on Affiliation with Attractive Others  Friday, 4:50-6:20pm

How do love and sexual desire affect commitment to one’s romantic partner?  We experimentally tested the hypothesis that whereas love fosters commitment, sexual desire does not necessarily foster commitment because desire can be easily directed at individuals other than the partner. Through a writing task, college students were induced to think about either love or sexual desire for their current romantic partner.  We used a behavioral measure of commitment, based on how far the participant sat from the belongings of an attractive stranger of the other sex. Contrary to expectation, inducing love did not affect this behavioral measure of commitment. However, consistent with the idea that sexual desire has a malleable target, inducing sexual desire was significantly associated with sitting closer to the attractive stranger’s belongings.
The Regulatory Function of Self-Esteem: Testing the Acceptance and Epistemic Signaling Systems  Sunday, 4:50-6:20pm

The authors bring together sociometric theory (Leary 2004) and self-verification theory (Swann, 1997) to propose a new model of the regulatory function of self-esteem. The model suggests that people not only possess an acceptance signaling system that indicates whether relational value is high or low, but also possess an epistemic signaling system that indicates whether social feedback is consistent or inconsistent with global self-esteem. One correlational study and two experiments, using diverse operationalizations of social feedback, demonstrated that the epistemic signaling system responds to self-esteem-consistent feedback with increases in self-concept clarity, but responds to self-esteem-inconsistent feedback with decreases in self-concept clarity. Studies 2 and 3 also demonstrated that the acceptance and epistemic signaling systems respond differently to social feedback. Ultimately, these results suggest that both the acceptance and epistemic signaling systems may help people to form and maintain high quality social bonds.
The Role of Ambivalent Sexism and Conflict Resolution Styles on Marital Adjustment  Sunday, 3:15-4:45pm

The aim of the study was to determine the relationship between marital adjustment, ambivalent sexism, and conflict resolution styles. 156 couples participated in the study. Results showed that negative conflict resolution styles of both husbands and wives have significant negative effect on their marital adjustment. Conversely, when partners deal with conflict in a positive way, their marital adjustment is enhanced. Moreover hostile sexism level of husbands have significant negative effect on both wives’ and husbands’ marital adjustment. For understanding the role of negative conflict resolution style of husbands in the relationship between hostile sexism level of husbands and marital adjustment of wives, mediation analysis was conducted. As a result, negative conflict resolution style of husbands mediates the relationship between hostile sexism level of husbands and marital adjustment of wives. Hence, hostile husbands were more likely to use negative conflict resolution styles which result in decrease in their wives’ marital adjustment.
The Topic Avoidance Observational Coding System  Sunday, 4:50-6:20pm

Research has generally conflated self-reports about the degree of avoidance with claims about specific avoidance behaviors.  That is, researchers examine the topics that people refrain from talking about with each other, but implicitly equate it with avoidance behaviors that they exhibit in an attempt to enact the topic avoidance.  Yet, the avoidance behaviors themselves are generally not assessed.  The purpose of this presentation is to provide a new observational coding scheme for measuring topic avoidance.  We will describe the need for such a scale, the creation of the items for it, various studies that have attempted to validate it, and potential difficulties that arise when attempting to code avoidance behaviors.  The original scale consists of both verbal and nonverbal avoidance behaviors.  We will focus on both of these behaviors during our presentation.  However, most of the attention will be paid to a discussion of the verbal items.
The Universality of Love and the Neural Correlates of Relational Outcomes: An fMRI Study of Early-Stage Intense Romantic Love in China with Follow-Up Relational Data  Friday, 1:30-3:00pm

Aron et al. (2005), investigating early stage intense romantic love using functional magnetic resonance imaging (fMRI), found activations in the dopamine-rich reward/motivation regions of the brain when American students viewed an image of their romantic partner (as opposed to an image of a neutral acquaintance).  To investigate potential cultural differences, we replicated the Aron et al. procedure in Beijing, with 18 Chinese undergraduates (10 women) otherwise similar to the Aron et al. sample.  We found significant activations in the same caudate and ventral tegmental area (VTA) regions found in Aron et al.  These areas did not show significant deactivations. Thirteen of the 18 Chinese students answered a follow-up questionnaire a year and a half later regarding their relationship.  Activation in the VTA was positively correlated with staying together, and activation in the caudate was positively correlated with self-reported commitment to the partner.
The Use of Humor during Conflict in Dating Couples: The Pros and Cons of Using Different Types of Humor  Sunday, 4:50-6:20pm

This research focused on whether affiliative and aggressive humor use was associated with relationship satisfaction, and with greater perceived closeness, problem resolution, and emotional distress following a conflict discussion task. Ninety-eight dating couples from a large Texas University participated in this research. Both partners independently completed questionnaires about their relationship perceptions, participated in a videotaped conflict resolution task, and then answered some additional questions. The results revealed that individuals whose partners used more affiliative and less aggressive humor during the discussion were more satisfied with their relationship and reported an increase in perceived closeness and better problem resolution following the discussion. These results highlight the importance of both positive and negative forms of humor in the regulation of close relationships.
The Vulnerability-Stress-Adaptation Model in Same- and Opposite-Sex Couples  Friday, 3:15-4:45pm

The Vulnerability-Stress-Adaptation (VSA) model describes how pre-existing individual characteristics, couple processes, and stressful life events influence the longitudinal course of romantic relationships.  To date, the VSA model has been examined exclusively in heterosexual relationships.  The present study considers whether several predictions of the VSA model apply to gay and lesbian couples.  Data from 29 gay, 40 lesbian, 37 heterosexual cohabitating, and 43 married couples were collected at 4 points over 9 months.  Self-report measures examining relationship quality, relationship attributions, conflict style, social support, and stressful life events were completed via the internet.  A growth curve modeling approach was utilized, predicting change in relationship quality over time with the other variables and with change in stress.  Sexual orientation was considered as a moderator in order to determine differences between same- and opposite-sex couples.  Similarities and differences between same- and opposite-sex couples are discussed in light of the VSA model.
The Warm and Fuzzy Feeling of Similarity: The Dynamics of Change in Similarity Perception During Interpersonal Evaluations  Sunday, 4:50-6:20pm

The present work examines the effects of change in partner similarity on trust and attraction towards a partner. By modifying Byrne’s (1971) bogus stranger paradigm, we examined how evaluations of a partner who is presented as similar in some personality aspects and later as dissimilar on others (or vice versa) change. We tested whether evaluation is guided by the initial information (primacy effect), or the recent information (recency effect). The results show that partner’s attraction and trustworthiness change according to the recent information: a change toward similarity led to higher ratings of attraction and trustworthiness (vs. the pre-change state), and vice versa for a change toward dissimilarity. Additionally, change in partners’ trustworthiness significantly mediated the effects of similarity on attraction. Thus, our studies reveal that: similarity judgments are not ‘curved in stone’: noticing changes affects subsequent evaluations of the person; and similarity is attractive partly because it signals other’s trustworthiness.
Thinking and Talking about Relationships: Examining Cognition, Perception, Attribution, and Communication in Close Relationships  Saturday, 1:30-3:00pm

This symposium examines the way people think and talk in, and about, close relationships. Broadly speaking, the authors of this symposium hope to encourage attendees to think and talking about cognition, perception, attribution, and, ultimately, communication in friendships and romantic relationships. Across the presentations, attention is given to relational communication and the self, relational communication and the other, as well as coordinated relational communication. This symposium ultimately hopes to generate theoretical discussion about the means through which people navigate, both intrapersonally and interpersonally, close relationships.
To Be or Not to Be in a Romantic Relationship: Factors Involved in the Decision to Forgive Following Infidelity  Friday, 3:15-4:45pm The purpose of the present study was to examine decision to forgive an unfaithful romantic partner following the occurrence of an infidelity (sexual, emotional, or both). It is expected that high levels of satisfaction, commitment, and investment will be related to forgiving in women, whereas high quality of alternatives in men will result in their decision to terminate the relationship. The sample consisted of 240 participants, who completed two measures; Investment Model Scale (Rusbult, Martz, & Agnew, 1998), and then Transgression-Related Interpersonal Motivations (McCullough, Rachal, Sandage, Worthington, Brown, & Hight, 1998). Analyses revealed variability in the decision to forgive following infidelity in both men and women. They also suggest that certain relationship factors may not be significant in predicting the success of the relationship following an unfaithful act. Implication for future work on understanding forgiveness following infidelity in a romantic relationship will be discussed.
To Be or Not to Be Responsive: Why Responsiveness Matters  Saturday, 10:30-12:00pm

Partner responsiveness lies at the heart of many important relationship processes. Responsiveness entails feeling that close partners understand, validate, and attend supportively to important, core defining aspects of the self (Reis & Shaver, 1988). This symposium brings together four talks that highlight the dangers of nonresponsiveness to personal and interpersonal functioning, as well as the importance of responsiveness to self processes. In the first paper, Ickes and Schweinle show how abusive men use non-responsiveness as a means of exerting control over their partners. Next, Caprariello and Reis examine how social interactions that lack understanding and validation may promote impulsive interpersonal behavior. On the other hand, Kumashiro, Rusbult, and Reis discuss how perceiving responsiveness enhances self-regulatory motives necessary for tackling challenging ideal-related goals. Similarly, Feeney uses the framework of secure-base care giving to demonstrate the importance of partner responsiveness to self-exploration and threat-reduction. Commentary will be presented by John Holmes.
Toddlers’ Imitation and the Mutually Responsive Quality of the Parent-Child Relationship  Friday, 10:30-12pm

Imitation is a universal human capacity, important for the transmission of skills and of values.  However, despite the theoretical importance of the question, we still do not know whether individual differences in young children’s imitation are associated with the quality of the parent child relationship. This study was conducted to test whether imitation is associated with responsive parenting and with shared positive affect in mother-child interactions.  This paper presents results from the first wave of an ongoing longitudinal project.  Mothers (n = 101) and their 2 ½ year-old toddlers were seen in two laboratory visits, designed to asses imitation, child cooperation in a different teaching task, compliance, and the mutually responsive quality of the parent-child relationship, based on parent responsiveness and parent-child shared positive affect.  Results show that individual differences in responsive imitation are significantly related to child compliance and to children’s eagerness to learn in a block building task.  Consistent with theory, imitation reflects a general receptive disposition to parenting.  Toddlers with more responsive mothers are significantly more likely to imitate and to show an eager, receptive quality of imitation.  Shared positive affect, however, had weaker effects with a trend only for motivation.  This is the first study showing that parent responsiveness is significantly associated with individual differences in young children’s eagerness to imitate.  Ongoing work will test developmental influence of the relationship on child responsiveness, as well as the child’s influence on the developing relationship.
Topic Avoidance in Close Opposite-Sex Relationships: Samples from Taiwan and China  Sunday, 4:50-6:20pm

One hundred sixty college students from Taiwan and 93 college students from Beijing responded to open-ended questions regarding topics avoided and reasons underlying such topic avoidance in a close opposite-sex relationships. For the Taiwanese participants, the most frequently listed avoided topics were: extra-relationship activity, state of relationship, and relationship norms. For mainland Chinese participants, they were money-related issues, extra-relationship activity, and prior relationships. Compared with north American samples from previous work, participants from both Taiwan and mainland China listed fewer avoided topics on the state of relationships. Mainland Chinese participants reported more money-related issues than Taiwanese participants. The most common reasons for topic avoidance for both Taiwanese and mainland Chinese participants were negative relational implications, embarrassment, individual vulnerability, and other/relationship protection. The findings  reflect the impact of traditional Chinese values and current political and economic changes in Taiwan and mainland China on close personal relationships.
Toward Intimacy in Marriage: The Role of Spouses’ Empathy  Saturday, 1:30-3:00pm
Marital studies were conducted. Hypotheses were formulated on the basis of the Mediational Model’s premises created by Davis (1994). Davis concludes that empathic traits influence particular relational behaviors which are perceived in a specific way by others and this perception facilitates the occurrence of those relations that are possible, e.g. the feeling of intimacy (Davis,1994). 748 couples participated in three studies. The studies were conducted in a correlation paradigm. Polish measures of empathy and the quality of marriage were used. Among wives and husbands perspective taking and empathic concern coexisted with marital support, and the personal distress scale was related to aggressive behaviors in marriage. In every model there were relations between the assessment of individual behaviors and their perception by partners. According to the premises of the Mediational Model the perception of a partner’s behaviors was related to the feeling of intimacy in marriage. Perceived behaviors of husbands are more important for female intimacy than the other way around.

Understanding and Couple Well-Being: Is it Knowledge or Responsiveness that Matters?  Saturday, 1:30-3:00pm

Understanding is at the heart of all intimate relationships. Although most researchers would agree with this statement it is not yet clear how understanding relates to relationship well-being. Some researchers define understanding as partner’s knowledge of each other, whereas others define it as partners’ responsiveness towards each other. The aim of the present paper is to pit those two conceptualizations against each other and investigate their effects on relationship well-being. In a study with 199 newlywed couples we measured spouses’ knowledge of each other on various levels of abstraction and relationship relevance and spouses’ responsiveness towards each other. We found that partner’s knowledge of each other is not predictive of relationship well-being, independent of the level of abstraction and relevance. Partners’ responsiveness towards each other, however, is correlated with and predictive of relationship well-being. Our results suggest that understanding is related to relationship well-being not by knowledge, but by responsiveness.
Understanding the Role of Religious Coping in the Evaluation of Person-Centered Comforting Messages  Sunday, 8:30-10:00am

Previous research on comforting messages has established that messages high in person-centeredness are perceived a more comforting.  Many people, especially those with a higher degree of religiosity, also utilize religious belief and practice as a resource for coping with distress. The current study was designed to examine how comforting messages that vary in person-centeredness and represent different styles of religious coping are evaluated by people who vary in degree of religiosity. College students (N=300) completed measures of religiosity and evaluated the perceived quality of comforting messages that friends or family members might say to them if a grandparent had recently died. Statistical analysis and findings will be presented.
Wanting Someone Because Someone Else Does: Human Mate-Choice Copying  Sunday, 8:30-10:00am

This experiment examined the extent to which the romantic partner preferences of a same-sex peer influenced the mate choices of young adults.  Male and female college students were led to believe that they would either interact with two transfer students of the opposite sex who were interested in dating relationships, or would observe a same-sex peer engage in such an interaction through a closed circuit television, and meet the targets afterwards.  All drew lots to be observers, and watched the peer express more interest to one than the other target (randomly determined in a counterbalanced design). Half of the time, both targets were attractively dressed and groomed; the other half, one target looked nice and the other was unattractively groomed and dressed. After the interaction, participants reported their dating interest in the two targets. Significant mate-choice copying tendencies were found, which were independent of the target’s appearance.  Females imitated the model’s preference 79% of the time, and males imitated 67%. Social perceptions of the opposite sex targets, and feelings of identification and rivalry toward the same sex peer, also were analyzed. Evolutionary and social communication implications are discussed.
What Is the Role of Emotional Linkage and Empathic Accuracy in Marital Support: An Observational Study  Saturday, 1:30-3:00pm
The primary goal of this investigation was to identify micro-level processes in the support provider that may facilitate the provision of spousal support. We analyzed how (1) emotional matching between the support provider and support seeker, and (2) empathic accuracy of the support provider, relate to support provision in marriage. In a laboratory experiment, 30 couples participated in a support interaction task. A video-review task was used to assess emotional matching and empathic accuracy during the support interaction. Our findings suggest that spouses’ observed supportive behavior is shaped by their level of emotional matching and empathic accuracy, during support interactions. A greater matching of the support provider’s emotional responses with the seeker’s responses, as well as more accurate insights into the support seeking spouse’s thoughts and feelings were found to be predictive of more skilful support (i.e., higher levels of emotional and instrumental support, and lower levels of negative support).
 “What’chu talkin’ about?” (and how are you talking about it?): Self-Disclosure Over Instant Messenger and Other New Communication Tools  Saturday, 8:30-10:00am

In what circumstances might privacy concerns about new communication tools like instant messaging help predict the degree to which people feel comfortable communicating via these new communication tools? The current study examined whether topic intimacy and perceived privacy predict levels of comfort with disclosure, and whether these associations are moderated by overall levels of trust and frequency of technology use. Participants reported on the degree to which they would feel comfortable discussing each of 16 topics (e.g., “times when I felt that I was in love”) using 10 different communication tools. Participants were more comfortable discussing less intimate topics using tools that provided more privacy. Privacy concerns were more important to less frequent technology users, and topic intimacy mattered most to frequent technology users with high levels of trust. Results are discussed in terms of implications for extending models of disclosure to the selection of new communication tools.
Attachment and Daily Sexual Goals: A Study of Dating Couples  Sunday, 3:15-4:45pm

This research provides the first empirical investigation of how both partners’ attachment orientations contribute to daily sexual goals in romantic relationships. In a daily experience study the Actor-Partner Interdependence Model (APIM; Kashy & Kenny, 2000) was used to examine the unique contributions of each partner’s attachment style to daily sexual goals. Results supported previous research showing that participants high in attachment anxiety were more likely to have sex to promote intimacy, whereas participants high in attachment avoidance were less likely to have sex for this reason. The partner’s attachment orientation also influenced daily sexual goals. For example, individuals with anxious partners were more likely to have sex to please their partners, whereas individuals with avoidant partners were more likely to have sex for their own pleasure. These results suggest that to fully understand sexual motivation, we must consider the role of both partners’ attachment orientations.  Broader implications will be discussed.
Why Love Matters to Our Physical Health?: Maternal Prenatal Attachment and Infant Illness  Friday, 10:30-12pm
There is growing evidence that early separation and neglect adversely influence physical and neurophysiological development and immune system functioning.  Furthermore, previous research has demonstrated that mothers report high anxiety when their infants are ill and that infants with difficult temperaments tend to be ill more often.  In this prospective study of 483 mothers and their newborn infants, I explored which came first: the difficult, ill, infant or the anxious parent?  I found that women who reported insecure attachment during pregnancy were significantly more likely to report that their infant experienced symptoms associated with the immune (p<.01), cardiovascular (p<.05), respiratory (p<.05), and digestive (p<.10) systems.  They were also significantly more likely to report that their infants experienced psychosocial symptoms (e.g., fussiness, sleep difficulties; p<.05) as well as colic (p<.01).  In summary, the data suggest that mothers’ own attachment behaviors seem to be influencing their infants’ physical health.

Widowed Mothers Living with Adult Children: Who Takes Care of Mom?  Sunday, 8:30-10:00am

This paper investigates the factors that affect whether widowed mothers live with their adult children, and if so, with which child they reside.  Using data from the Wisconsin Longitudinal Survey, a fifty-year panel of high school graduates and their siblings, we find that mothers who are older, in poor health, and have a daughter are more likely to live with a child.  Among families in which mothers live with a child, financial help from parents earlier in life, children’s family responsibilities, and gender affect co-residence.  Married children are less likely than unmarried children to live with their mother. Among married children, daughters are more likely than sons to co-reside, but among the unmarried, sons, not daughters, are more likely to share a home with their mother. These preliminary findings speak to theories of reciprocity in family relationships and gender roles.

Writing and Reviewing for an Interdisciplinary Journal  Friday, 8:30-10:00am
Personal Relationships, the official journal of the International Association for Relationship Research, is an interdisciplinary publication that promotes relationship science scholarship informed by a broad range of disciplines including psychology, sociology, communication studies, family science, and gerontology.  In order to further PR’s interdisciplinary goals, it is important for reviewers to encourage authors to be sensitive to the expectations of a multidisciplinary readership, to include information in their manuscripts that makes it possible for scholars from underrepresented fields to build on and contribute to PR scholarship, and to incorporate a variety of disciplinary perspectives into their work.  The members of this panel, the Masthead Editor of PR (Rebecca G. Adams), four Associate Editors (Susan D. Boon, Rodney M. Cate, Mario Mikulincer, and Denise Solomon), and a reviewer (Rosemary Bliezner), represent the most typical disciplines of PR authors and readers.  Discussion will focus on how to write for a multidisciplinary audience, how expectations vary across disciplines, how to review papers written by and to be read by members of a variety of disciplines, and how to encourage interdisciplinary scholarship.

 “You Had to Have Been in My Passage Group”: Group Cohesiveness and Inside Jokes  Sunday, 1:30-3:00pm

For many people, the transition from childhood to young adult with its increased autonomy and responsibilities is initiated by moving away from home and starting college. This life stage represents a poignant challenge to some individuals who must navigate a novel setting as well as face new social and academic experiences, often without the support of established or trusted relationships. This isolation may be combated by achieving a sense of group connectedness and shared identity.  In the present study, 198 participants in a freshman transition-to-college program completed a survey study that examined the impacts on group cohesiveness of the sharing of inside jokes and various forms of humor. According to Bormann’s symbolic convergence theory (Bormann, 1985), a common shared vision as expressed through a fantasy theme aids group cohesiveness and the members’ sense of belonging and identity. Results suggest that members who could recall inside jokes were significantly more cohesive and used humor in more pro-social ways.
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A Comparative Approach to Relationship Research: Relationship Style, Personality, And Demographic Variables in Captive Chimpanzees, Pan troglodytes  Saturday, 8:30-10am (Poster Session 2)
Data on the social networks, relationships between individuals, and relationship style of individuals were gathered on captive chimpanzees, Pan troglodytes, in seven zoos across the United States.  Data were also collected on personality, dominance rank, and other demographic measures.  Raters, primarily zookeepers, were asked to report all existing relationships among individuals in their group.  Each rater also scores each relationship on seven descriptors: affable or friendly, tense, hostile, cold, supportive, calm, and excitable.  Two distinct subscales emerged from the relationship descriptor survey: Good Relationship Style (Affable or Friendly and Supportive) and Bad Relationship Style (Hostile, Cold, and Tense).  These two Styles seem to be quite distinctive in their relationship to dominance rank and personality.  These results suggest an interesting potential area of study in relationship research:  Constructing a measure which can provide both a valid assessment of species-specific patterns in relationship style and be easily comparable to existing human measures.
A Cross-Cultural Study of Perceived Spousal Support and Marital Satisfaction  Saturday, 8:30-10am (Poster Session 2)
The present study examines the relationship between perceived spousal support and marital satisfaction, as well as their predictors across three cultures: the U.K., Hong Kong, and China. Previous studies suggest that the availability and quality of spousal support are important for individuals’ adjustment and well-being (see Sarason & Sarason, 2006, for a review). However, it is also suggested that perceived social support is associated more with individual differences, and should be regarded as a stable, personality-like trait (Goodwin, Costa, & Adonu, 2004). Therefore, the present study also explores how individual values and beliefs are related to perceived spousal support and marital satisfaction across the three cultures. Results showed that perceived spousal support explained a moderate amount of variance of marital satisfaction across cultures. It was associated with individual values and beliefs, and mediated the relationships between values and beliefs, and marital satisfaction. These findings help elucidate the importance of perceived spousal support in marital satisfaction, and how individual differences impact on individuals’ tendency to seek spousal support.
A Gratitude Prototype Analysis: Varieties of Gratitude Experiences   Sunday, 4:50-6:20pm (Poster Session 3)
The present research tested the hypothesis that concepts of gratitude are prototypically organized and explored whether lay concepts of gratitude are broader than researchers' concepts of gratitude. In five studies, we found evidence that concepts of gratitude are indeed prototypically organized. In Study 1, participants listed features of gratitude. In Study 2, participants reliably rated the centrality of these features. In Study 3, participants perceived that a hypothetical other was experiencing more gratitude when they read a narrative containing central as opposed to peripheral features. In Study 4, participants remembered, both correctly and falsely, more central than peripheral features in gratitude narratives. In Study 5, participants generated more central features when they wrote narratives about a time they had experienced gratitude in their own lives. Throughout, we found evidence that lay participants held a broader conception of gratitude than that described by current research definitions.
A Multi-Method Investigation of the Development of Effective Listening in Counselling  Saturday, 8:30-10am (Poster Session 2)
We present findings from a multi-method approach to investigate the development of effective listening in counselling students enrolled at the University of Edinburgh. The study capitalised on the course requirement that the students undertake regular video-recorded listening practice sessions. Ten 15-minute listening practice video-recordings made at the beginning, middle, and end of the course were selected. Ten participants viewed their listening sessions and 'talked-through' them during a semi-structured interview. Four methods of analysis were employed. First, Conversation Analysis to identify the verbal devices employed by listeners when ‘doing’ listening. Second, video micro-analyses of the nonverbal behaviours occurring during listening episodes. Third, two experienced counsellor-trainers assess the effectiveness of listening using professional judgement. Fourth, Interpretative Phenomenological Analysis to identify themes in trainee counsellors' experiences of listening and its challenges.  Each analysis tracked independently moments in which ‘significant events’ occurred enabling these events to be cross-referenced on a minute-by-minute basis.
A Pain in the Arm:  Attachment, Social Support, and the Tourniquet Procedure  Saturday, 8:30-10am (Poster Session 2)
Prior research has linked attachment anxiety to heightened perceptions of chronic pain and lowered perceptions of social support.  However no research to date has examined attachment and social support simultaneously in the context of acute pain, a potential intermediate step in development of chronic pain.  The current study examined attachment, support, and pain by exposing 88 healthy undergraduates to an ischemic pain task while randomly assigned to a control or support prime condition.  As expected, higher anxiety scores were associated with greater self-reported pain on the McGill Pain Inventory and greater catastrophizing thoughts, but only for those scoring low in avoidance.  For low anxious individuals, lower avoidance scores (i.e., secure attachment) and supportive prime were associated with lower physiological arousal relative to higher avoidance scores (i.e, avoidant attachment) and control prime, respectively.  Implications exist for attachment insecurity as a vulnerability factor in coping with pain and benefiting from social support.
A Relational Turbulence Model of Reactions to Sexual Intimacy within Marriage  Friday, 4:50-6:20pm (Poster Session 1)
This study examines the patterns of uncertainty and partner interference that couples experience in marriage and their associations with people’s reactions to and communication about sexual intimacy. We hypothesize that (a) relational uncertainty is negatively associated with sexual satisfaction and positively associated with negative emotional and cognitive reactions to sex; (b) interference from a partner is negatively associated with sexual satisfaction and positively associated with negative emotional and cognitive reactions to sex; (c) relational uncertainty is positively associated with communicative indirectness; (d) partner interference is negatively associated with communicative indirectness; and (e) indirect communication about sexual intimacy is negatively associated with sexual satisfaction and positively associated with negative emotional and cognitive reactions to sexual intimacy. The findings of this study extend research on the relational turbulence model by examining the presence of uncertainty and interference in marriage and the implications of those relationship characteristics for sexual outcomes.
A Typology of Commitment to Wed: A Dyadic Analysis  Sunday, 4:50-6:20pm (Poster Session 3)
Past work has identified two pathways to commitment, relationship-driven and event-driven. This work was done at the individual level, however, and few other studies have examined the predictors of commitment from a dyadic perspective. In the current study, we examine how the interpersonal attitudes of both members of heterosexual dating couples affect commitment and how that association is moderated by the similarity of coupled partners’ pathways to commitment. A sample of 232 dating couples graphed their commitment to marriage and completed a series of relational questionnaires. Results showed that the association between attitudes and commitment was moderated by the couple-level pathway to commitment. The results illustrate the important role that the dyad plays in the development of commitment to relationships.
Academic Stress and Perceived versus Received Social Support: Are Family Members or Friends More Predictive of College Students’ Mental Health Outcomes?  Friday, 4:50-6:20pm (Poster Session 1)
Attending college can be an exciting and rewarding experience; however, the year(s) that are spent working toward an academic degree are often accompanied by unique sets of stressors that likely vary with age. In that little more than one half of college students in the United States are between the ages of 18 and 24, it is important to consider the juxtaposition of outside stressors on college students (e.g., relational/family demands, outside employment). Stress can function as a motivator, yet the likelihood of destructive outcomes increases when it is experienced at high levels. Social support provided by friends and family may serve to buffer against adverse mental health outcomes that are associated with stress, such as depression and anxiety. Few studies have investigated the relationships between academic stress, specifically, and social support and health. Given the important implications of academic stress, and the number of U.S. citizens who pursue educational goals, the following project will be carried out to contribute to this scholarly discussion.
Adult Attachment Dimensions, Sex, and Romantic Relationship Status: How Each Predicts Scores on the Empathy Quotient and Its Sub-Components  Saturday, 8:30-10am (Poster Session 2)
In two studies we assessed avoidant and anxious attachment dimensions and their relation to Global and Cognitive empathy, Emotional reactivity and Social skills(assessed with the Empathy Quotient, EQ, Baron-Cohen & Wheelwright, 2004) in 178 (Study 1; 91 female) and 138 (Study 2; 75 female) undergraduate students. In both studies, the higher individuals were in attachment avoidance, the lower their empathy scores. Empathy scores were higher in women than men on all but the Social skills subscale. Also, being in a romantic relationship predicted higher scores on Global and Cognitive empathy and Emotional reactivity. The present findings confirm the role of attachment avoidance, and romantic relationship status in predicting empathy in young adults.
Adult Children’s Care-Giving Behaviors in Taiwan: The Role of Filial Responsibility and Parental Affection  Saturday, 8:30-10am (Poster Session 2)
This study attempts to understand the role of gender and marital status in adult’s care-giving behaviors.  It also aims at examining the role of parental affection and filial responsibility in predicting adult children’s care giving behaviors. A total of 610 adult children with parent ages over 65 were investigated.  They were selected from the northern, middle, southern, eastern areas of Taiwan based on a quota sampling procedure.
Findings indicated significant gender effects on three types of care-giving behaviors.  Women scored significantly higher than men on emotional care.  However, men seemed to provide more financial care as well as hands-on services.  As to marital status differences, results indicated that unmarried adults give more emotional care and hands-on services to their parents.
Results showed that filial responsibility is a strong predictor of different types of adult’s care-giving behaviors.  It is also found that parental affection accounted for additional variance of caregiving beyond the contribution of filial responsibility.

An Evaluation of Current Remarriage and Stepfamily Self-Help Literature  Saturday, 8:30-10am (Poster Session 2)
Mental health providers and practitioners commonly use self-help literature with their clients. This paper reviews the content and quality of the self-help books published between 1990 and 2006. Fifty-nine stepfamily and remarriage self-help books were reviewed by trained coders on seven categories: readability of text, source of content, references, author qualifications, reader advice, and comprehensiveness, all empirically noted as important in evaluating self-help literature. The majority of the books reviewed offered concrete advice for the reader, although many were inconsistent across codes. The advice codes that appeared most often include realistic expectation, couple time, and acknowledging loss.
An Examination of the Relationship between Former Partners’ Relational and Individual Functioning from a Multidimensional Point of View  Sunday, 4:50-6:20pm (Poster Session 3)
Separation is becoming more and more a societal reality. After their break-up former partners often maintain contact with each other. Both positive relationships, such as support and friendship, and negative relationships, such as conflict and violence, between former partners are common. The consequences of separation for the individual functioning are multidimensional in nature and consist of general and separation-specific negative and positive outcomes. The present survey study, involving 194 marital and non-marital separated persons, was designed (1) to assess relational and individual functioning from a multidimensional point of view, (2) to analyse the occurrence of relational and individual functioning with factors such as biological sex and (3), the last but most important aim of this study, to provide more insight in the complex association between the ex-partners’ relationship and the individual functioning of separated persons. Results will be presented and discussed.
An Investigation of College Students’ Casual Sex Attitudes and Behaviours Using the Theory of Planned Behaviour  Saturday, 8:30-10am (Poster Session 2)
The purpose of this research project is to examine college students’ attitudes about casual sex using a new measure of Casual Sex Attitudes (a multidimensional scale including factors such as Casual Sex is Destructive [e.g., Casual sex lowers self-esteem] and Productive [e.g., Casual sex is an ego boost]), and to relate these attitudes to the components of the Theory of Planned Behaviour model (Ajzen, 1991) as applied to risky casual sex behaviour.  Other measures include reported casual sex behaviours, intended and reported condom use, perceived norms pertaining to casual sex, condom self-efficacy, and self-efficacy regarding talking about condom use with sexual partners. Findings should make it possible to design effective health campaigns focusing on risky casual sex behaviour.  In order to motivate safe behavioural intentions, we should design campaigns that address more than health considerations, because for college students engaging in casual sex, personal and social interests are also at play.
Assessing Romantic Attachment: An Item Response Theory Analysis of Four Measures of Attachment Strength  Friday, 4:50-6:20pm (Poster Session 1)
Researchers studying adult attachment have long called for a more comprehensive understanding of the normative aspects of romantic attachment (e.g., Fraley & Shaver, 2000; Hazan & Zeifman, 1994).   Despite recent theoretical advances (e.g., Hazan, Gur-Yaish, & Campa, 2004), little empirical progress has been made.  This deficit largely results from a lack of precision in measuring a fundamental component of attachment -- namely, the strength of a romantic attachment. The present study employs an item response theory analysis of the usefulness of four current measures, with the ultimate goal of developing an improved measure of romantic attachment strength.  Results indicate that a) the current measures suffer from a lack of theoretical convergence (i.e., they do not relate in theory consistent ways to other variables) and b) without additional work a substantially improved measure is not practical.
Attachment and Self-Construal: Intra-Individual and Interpersonal Effects  Sunday, 4:50-6:20pm (Poster Session 3)
Despite the burgeoning research, few studies have examined the emotional correlates of secure and insecure attachment orientations in interpersonal interaction taking into account cultural considerations. Two studies tested the connections between attachment orientations and self-construal and the unique and interactive effects of these constructs for emotions in social interactions as well as intra-personally. In both studies, anxious attachment was associated with interdependent self-construal and avoidant attachment was associated with independent self construal (the later at non reliable levels) as expected. Results from Multilevel Random Coefficient Model analyses found that the interactive term of avoidance and independent self-construal were associated with lower levels of positive emotions, and positive mood and higher levels of negative emotions in social interaction. The interactive term of anxiety and interdependent self were associated with higher levels of negative emotion in social interactions. These findings will be discussed from an interactionist-cultural perspective.
Attachment Anxiety and Avoidance and the Utilization of Support Networks in Times of Need  Sunday, 4:50-6:20pm (Poster Session 3)
Previous research has found that interpersonal attachment dimensions are linked with the use of network resources in times of need. In this study, one hundred and twenty undergraduate students completed measures of attachment (ECR, Brennan, Clark & Shaver, 1998) and support network orientation (NOS, Vaux et al., 1986). Findings demonstrated that high attachment avoidance was linked with decreased use of network resources. High attachment anxiety was also linked with decreased use of network resources, a finding which conflicts with some previous work. Subsequent analysis demonstrated that it was those high in attachment anxiety and attachment avoidance (fearful), who showed the most negative network resource orientation, and those low on both dimensions (secure) who showed the most positive network resource orientation. The findings are discussed with reference to theory and research on hyperactivating and deactivating strategies, and models of self and other.
Attachment as a Predictor of Fear of Partner in Intimate Relationships  Sunday, 4:50-6:20pm (Poster Session 3)
This study replicates the validation of the Fear of Partner Scale (FPS; Cohen & O’Leary, 2005) a measure of fear of expression, emotional, physical and sexual abuse by the partner, and examines the relationship between romantic attachment and fear of one’s partner. Over 100 heterosexual couples from the community participated in this study and responded to the FPS, a measure of romantic attachment and a measure of intimate violence. Results strongly support a 4 factor structure for the FPS and demonstrate good reliability and congruent validity. Highly avoidant romantic attachment predicted fear of emotional abuse and fear of expression in the relationship after controlling for the presence of psychological aggression. Also, men reported being significantly more afraid of their partner than women. This study offers additional data on the validation of the FPS using a larger community sample and contributes to better understanding the mechanisms behind the fear of one’s partner.
Attachment Insecurity, Social Cognition Deficits and Experience of Abuse as Predictors of Intimate Partner Homicide in Men in Panama  Sunday, 4:50-6:20pm (Poster Session 3)
Intimate partner homicide (uxoricide) has not been sufficiently investigated in Latin America. Strong evidence suggests a link between insecure attachment and intimate violence (Bond & Bond, 2004). Attachment insecurity is also related to deficits in the capacity for interpreting emotional states in others (Fonagy et al., 1997), also defined as social cognition, and studies suggest that attachment patterns and violence are somehow transmitted intergenerationally (Kesner & McKenrry, 1998; Dankoski et al., 2006).  In the current study we hypothesized that uxoricide perpetrators will show a significantly higher level of attachment insecurity, experience of abuse and social cognition deficit in comparison with non-relational homicide perpetrators and non violent men.  Three groups of 40 men each were assessed in attachment, experience of abuse, level of aggressiveness and social cognition.  Based on prior research, we hypothesized that attachment insecurity, social cognition deficits and experience of abuse would predict intimate partner homicide in men. (Supported by SENACYT grant FID08-011 awarded to J.M.C.)
Attachment Stability in Early Adulthood: Examining the Role of Marital Status  Sunday, 4:50-6:20pm (Poster Session 3)
The current study examined attachment stability over a 4-year period in 338 young adults, at approximately 25 and 29 years of age. The sample was drawn from an 11-year longitudinal study examining alcohol use development in young adults, and the survey on adult attachment styles were sought at Year 7 and Year 11 of the study. The study examined the relation between marital status and attachment style to determine if change in marital status explains attachment stability in young adulthood. Consistent with prior research, 77% of the participants maintained the same attachment classification over the four-year period, with secure attachment more likely to be stable than anxious-ambivalent and avoidant styles. Approximately, 39% and 65% of the participants were married at Years 7 and 11, respectively. Using logistic regression, we examined the extent to which Year 7 and Year 11 marital status predicted Year 11 attachment, controlling for FH and sex. Our findings indicated a significant association for Year 11 marital status (OR=3.68, CI=1.89, 7.18), but not for Year 7 marital status (OR=0.80, CI=0.39, 1.62), suggesting that change in marital status predicts attachment style at Year 11. Although the present study has provided useful information on the stability of adult attachment there are some limitations in our study. Although the study is relatively large our prospective study was limited to a four-year interval between assessments that corresponded to ages 25 to 29 on average, and it seems reasonable to suspect that a “marriage effect” might be differentially stronger or weaker at different stages of adult development.
Attachment Style of Parents and Parental Attitudes in Relation to Adaptation of Children to Kindergarten    Sunday, 4:50-6:20pm (Poster Session 3)
Attachment style of adults is a central pattern of interaction in close relationships. The attachment of parents was assessed, and their child rearing attitudes in order to find their relationship with the adaptation of their children to kindergarten.  Participants were eighty three preschool children, from 12 preschools age 3-5 years and their parents. Three sources of measures were used - Parents reported about attachment using the ECR (Brennan, Clark & Shaver, 1998); and about parental attitudes using the CRPR (as adapted by Rickel & Biasatto, 1982). Teachers reported on the cognitive social and emotional adjustment of the child (Smilanski, 1974). Experimenter tested cognitive functioning of the children using WPPSI following (Silverman,1971).  Results: Parental anxious and avoidant attachment styles, qualified by gender, were related to their child rearing attitudes, as well as to the child adjustment to preschool, in specific ways.
Attachment Styles and Negative Affect: How Does Physiological Reactivity Affect Flexibility in Transition of Emotional States?  Sunday, 4:50-6:20pm (Poster Session 3)
Negative affect has long been associated with relational distress and attachment styles have shed considerable light on the processes which leave certain individuals and couples more vulnerable to negative emotional response patterns. Specifically, individuals with insecure attachment styles have been shown to demonstrate higher levels of negative affect as well as more difficulty regulating states of negative arousal. In addition to levels of negative affect, preliminary evidence suggests that individuals with insecure attachment styles may have more difficulty transitioning from negative affective states. This study examined this relationship as well as investigated the possibility of the mediational role of physiological reactivity measured by levels of alpha-amylase.
Attention to Alternatives: Implications for Online Dating-Initiated Romances  Sunday, 4:50-6:20pm (Poster Session 3)
Online dating has transformed the process of romantic relationship initiation by providing individuals with a large pool of potential partners with the simple click of a mouse. Although this dynamic has received scant empirical attention, there are many reasons to believe that simple access to multiple potential partners and a system that promotes comparison of alternative profiles may profoundly affect the life-course of any romantic relationships that develop via this mechanism. Specifically, application of the Investment Model (Rusbult, 1983), particularly the concept of alternatives, suggests that this method of meeting others may inadvertently sabotage relationship outcomes. We provide a theoretically-based argument for this hypothesis as well as an agenda for research that draws on the Investment Model to highlight the many gaps in our knowledge of how online dating affects relationship initiation, development, and maintenance processes.
Authenticity and Secrecy: A Mediational Model  Sunday, 4:50-6:20pm (Poster Session 3)
Self-concealment is the tendency to conceal distressing or negative personal information from others. Although researchers have focused on the link between secrecy and its outcomes, the antecedents of secrecy have yet to be researched. In this study, authenticity, a construct that reflects authentic functioning and being true to one’s core self is proposed as an antecedent of self-concealment. Furthermore, we hypothesized this relationship is mediated by both fear of negative evaluation because of one’s secrets and feelings of pressure or preoccupation from one’s secrets. A survey study of 160 undergraduate students revealed a significant negative relation between authenticity and self-concealment (β = -.47). Moreover, mediation analyses showed that fear of negative evaluation and feelings of pressure fully mediated the relationship between authenticity and self-concealment. Secrecy can be detrimental to one’s relationships as well as well-being. This study furthers our understanding of secrecy by examining its relation to authenticity.
Avoidance in Attachment: Some Differential Issues  Saturday, 8:30-10am (Poster Session 2)
This article examines some of the differences between fearful and dismissing styles in a sample of 166 participants (52.4% woman and 47.6% men) who were in a close relationship (duration range 2-34 years).The age mean was 29,4 (age range 18-57). The aim of this study was to explore behavioural and cognitive differences in both types of attachment avoidance in the context of intimate relationships. The variables studied were attachment, adjustment, love attitudes and caregiving. Results showed fearful style characterized mainly by avoidance cognition attitudes and low adjustment to relationship. Dismissing style was cognitive and behaviourally coherent with their avoidance attitudes of intimate bonds. Contrary to attachment studies, dismissing style was significant related to relationship adjustment.
Avoidant Attachment Style as an Evolutionary-Based Regulator of Sexual Strategies  Friday, 4:50-6:20pm (Poster Session 1)
The hypothesis that the avoidance dimension of attachment style acts as a regulator of evolutionarily determined reproductive strategies was tested in a questionnaire study with young adults. It was shown that avoidant attachment is related to a greater use of short- and a lesser use of long-term strategies, the latter most strongly among men. Such strategy use is subsequently related to the reporting of evolutionarily relevant partner selection criteria, namely agreeableness and lack of indiscriminate sexual activity for long-term-strategies, and physical attractiveness and availability of resources for short-terms strategies. That short- and long-term strategies entirely mediate the effects of avoidance upon specific partner selection criteria further supports the claim that the postulated regulatory mechanism has an evolutionary basis.
Behind the Mask:  The Role of Need-Fulfillment in Self-Concealment and Well-Being  Saturday, 8:30-10am (Poster Session 2)
Past research reveals that self-concealment, or actively hiding aspects of oneself, is associated with numerous negative well-being outcomes, but the processes linking the two are not well understood.  According to self-determination theory (SDT; Deci & Ryan, 1985), we have three basic psychological needs: autonomy, competence and relatedness.  When any of the basic needs are thwarted, negative outcomes follow.  We hypothesized that self-concealment leads to reduced levels of need fulfillment, which in turn predicts poorer well-being.  In a cross-sectional survey of 155 undergraduate students, we assessed levels of self-concealment, need fulfillment, and overall well-being (comprised of seven measures).  Structural equation modeling techniques were used to test the hypothesis.  Results indicated that self-concealment is associated with lower levels of autonomy, competence, and relatedness, which then predict levels of mental health, perceived stress, and symptomatology, among other well-being variables.
Call Me: Contact Type and Frequency in Young Adult Sibling Relationships  Sunday, 4:50-6:20pm (Poster Session 3)
Sibling relationships have been found to be important to young adults, however, the factors that influence the type and frequency of contact between siblings in this developmental stage is less clear. The relationship between sibling characteristics (age difference, sex, proximity) and contact frequency was examined among approximately 400 participants. Young adult siblings were found to be in frequent contact with each other (including face-to-face interaction, phone conversations, and email/text messaging). Influences on frequency of contact were found, most notably for sex composition of the sibling dyad with sister pairs having more frequent contact than brothers or cross-sex sibling pairs.
Case Study of Roles in a Lesbian Headed Household  Friday, 4:50-6:20pm (Poster Session 1)
Scholarship over the past decade has given some attention to gay and lesbian family relationships. Few studies, however, provide detailed descriptions of the inner lives of gay and lesbian couples. More studies focus on personal sentiments of gay people and public opinion about homosexuality. This study employs a case study method to observe communication dynamics expressed between lesbian parental figures. Using a qualitative approach, an in-depth interview was conducted with a family consisting of two adult females and their male child. Interview topics included the couples’ Commitment Ceremony, their birthing decision and experience utilizing in vitro fertilization, and their legal dealings to assure second parent adoption. Both social and functional roles enacted by the two mothers are described. Overall, the case provokes speculation regarding roles developed and appropriated by lesbian headed households. It poses several questions about the essential nature of familial roles within contemporary American society.
Close Relationships and the Need for Cognitive Closure  Saturday, 8:30-10am (Poster Session 2)
The need for non-specific cognitive closure has received much attention.  Researchers link it to important phenomena, such as political conservatism, religion, and prejudice, but it has yet to be explored in the area of close relationships.  The need for closure indicates a level of discomfort with ambiguity and a general motivation to come to conclusions, any conclusions at all.  This study investigated the correlation between the need for closure and such relationship constructs as commitment, sociosexuality, rejection sensitivity, adult attachment, implicit theories of relationships, sexual and love attitudes.  Support was found for five of fourteen hypotheses.
Coach-Athlete Positive Perceptions and Empathic Accuracy  Saturday, 8:30-10am (Poster Session 2)
This study investigated empathic accuracy of sixty coach-athlete dyads.  An adaptation of the unstructured dyadic interaction paradigm was used to assess empathic accuracy, while the meta-perspective of the quality of the coach-athlete relationship and satisfaction with personal treatment and the training provided were assessed using questionnaires.  The results of a structural equation model analysis indicated that holding positive perceptions of your partner’s viewpoint or positive meta-perspective, increased empathic accuracy.  Positive meta-perspective and empathic accuracy were also directly and indirectly associated with an increase in coach and athlete satisfaction.  These findings suggest that coaches’ and athletes’ perception of each others’ viewpoint plays a key role in how well a coach and an athlete understand each others’ thoughts and feelings, and that both can influence their satisfaction with aspects of their interaction with each other.
Cognitive-Behavioral Therapy vs. Behavioral Therapy: An Emotion Study in Romantic Relationships  Sunday, 4:50-6:20pm (Poster Session 3)
In the present study we examined the effect of brief forms of Behavioral and Cognitive-Behavioral therapy on relationship satisfaction in individuals involved in romantic relationships over the course of three distinct time points (N = 40). This effect was moderated by emotion inductions (positive, negative or neutral) occurring at Time 2. Positive affect was predicted to broaden cognitive focus beyond negative partner attributions to more adaptive self-approach attributions. Results indicated that participants who received Cognitive-Behavioral therapy and were in the positive condition reported higher relationship satisfaction at follow-up.  Implications for research and practice are discussed.
Discussed.

Commitment and Relationship Maintenance during Short-Term Geographic Separations: The Mediational Role of Missing a Partner  Saturday, 8:30-10am (Poster Session 2)
Although there is a growing literature examining long-distance romantic relationships, little research has examined dyadic processes in individuals temporarily separated from their romantic partners. The current longitudinal work investigated the associations between college students’ commitment to their relationships and use of relationship maintenance strategies during the course of short-term geographic separation. Specifically, the extent to which participants missed their partners mediated the association between commitment and maintenance. Prior to separation from their romantic partners, participants’ (N = 102) relationship commitment was assessed. While separated from their partners over the four-week winter break, participants completed self-report measures of relationship maintenance and the experience of missing their partners. Consistent with hypotheses, commitment predicted the use of maintenance strategies while geographically separated, and this association was mediated by participants’ reports of missing of their partners. Results are discussed within the context of interdependence theory.
Commitment, Passion, and Intimacy: Testing the Attraction-Similarity Model in Dating Relationships  Saturday, 8:30-10am (Poster Session 2)
The attraction-similarity model indicates that in ongoing relationships attraction predicts perceive similarity, and together these predict a number of psychological benefits for the perceiver (Morry, 2007). We extended the generalization of this model by operationalizing attraction as commitment, passion, and intimacy and similarity as traits and beliefs. Among 207 dating individuals, regressions indicated that higher passion predicted greater perceived similarity (absolute differences) for traits and beliefs. However, higher commitment predicted less perceived similarity on these items. Higher passion and intimacy and lower commitment predicted the psychological benefits (positive and negative affect, loneliness, depression, feeling understood and validated, and perceived partner supportiveness). Perceived similarity added to these relations. We also extended past research by examining whether one’s attachment style, anxiety or avoidance dimensions (Brennan et al., 1998), influenced these relations. Higher anxiety predicted less perceived similarity and fewer psychological benefits but did not influence the previous findings of the attraction-similarity model.
Communicating Exclusivity in Best and Close Friendships  Friday, 4:50-6:20pm (Poster Session 1)
With a romantic lens on relational issues, commitment and exclusivity are not often considered as concerns of friendships; however, friends may actively behave in ways, such as communicating commitment, which would ensure a long-term, exclusive friendship (Connolly, Craig, Goldberg, & Pepler, 1999). Although research has looked to identify behaviors of commitment and exclusivity in romantic relationships (e.g. Boekhout, Hendrick, & Hendrick, 2003), there is little to suggest friends behave similarly. The aim of the study is to explicate individuals’ beliefs about exclusivity within friendships and to highlight ways friends communicate exclusivity in their friendships. Two hundred and one college-aged students reported their relationship beliefs and the ways in which they communicate exclusivity in their best or close friendships. The results of the study fall in line with previous research as well as suggest new directions for investigation of exclusivity and commitment in friendships.
Comparison Levels and Parent-Child Relationships: Examining the Role of Social Cognition in Relationship Satisfaction, Depression and Self-Esteem  Sunday, 4:50-6:20pm (Poster Session 3)
Social cognition plays an integral role in the quality of intimate relationships.  Though existing research has established the significance of cognition in romantic relationships, less attention has been paid to how motivated cognition operates in familial relationships.  The purpose of the current study is to examine whether adult children’s perceptions of their mothers and fathers’ qualities, as compared with their perceptions of typical mothers’ and fathers’ qualities, are correlated with relationship satisfaction and individual wellbeing.  A sample of 253 respondents completed quantitative measures assessing levels of dyadic satisfaction, depression, self-esteem as well as own and typical parents’ qualities. Pearson correlations were conducted and results indicated that children’s perceptions of their own mothers and fathers, compared with typical mothers and fathers, were significantly correlated with children’s relationship satisfaction with their mothers and fathers. Implications for future research in the area of motivated cognition, relational quality, and familial relationships are discussed.
Considering the Health Implications of Hookups: Safe Sex Practices and Sexual Coercion  Friday, 4:50-6:20pm (Poster Session 1)
Hookups typically involve individuals consuming considerable amounts of alcohol and then engaging in sexual interaction with a strange or acquaintance. This scenario appears to be far from the ideal circumstances for effective sexual communication. As a consequence, this proposal focuses on two issues that are likely problematic in hookup interactions: safe-sex practices and sexual coercion. Specifically, this study will investigate condom use in cases of intercourse, issues of consent and coercion, and their correlates. This information will provide a more complete understanding of this understudied phenomenon and provide an opportunity for educational and interventions regarding these negative consequence of sexual activity.
Couple Relationship Characteristics and Their Association to Attachment Styles  Friday, 4:50-6:20pm (Poster Session 1)
The purpose of this current study is to consider the effects of attachment of both individuals in a romantic relationship on relationship characteristics, including relationship strategies (use of ideas and skills to enhance the relationship), relationship effort (persistence in using ideas and skills to enhance relationship), relationship satisfaction, and communication styles.  While there is extensive data on individual attachment and how that affects the relationship, there is less data on that individual’s partner’s attachment how that affects that same relationship.  This preliminary study is an attempt to explore this area further.  There were 13 heterosexual couples that were recruited through a convenience sample. The majority were White and about half the sample was married and the other half, in a stead relationship or engaged.  The results showed complementary pattern pairings between preoccupied individuals with dismissing avoidant individuals and similarity pattern pairings between fearful individuals.  Fearful men and women show an expected pattern of behavior that suggests high anxiety and avoidance (e.g. not sending clear messages, feeling overwhelmed, etc.).  Preoccupied men seemed engaged in their relationship, whereas preoccupied women were disengaged (withdrawing, being critical).

Couple Relationships in a Media World – A Study on Couple’s Communication Practices and Construction of Identity in Everyday Life  Friday, 4:50-6:20pm (Poster Session 1)
The study on couple relationships and their communication practices is focusing both couple’s face-to-face communication and their communication mediated via different forms of technology. As a broad understanding of media is assumed the complex processes of media penetrating couple’s everyday life are considered. Following an explorative approach the empirical research is conducting natural communications in couple’s everyday situations. Therefore a method combination was realized with ten couples consisting of an in-depth-interview with both of the partners, a communication diary, and an interview with each of the partners individually. The results suggest that everyday life requirements are most obvious to define how couples communication practices are structured and how communication technologies are used. The findings show that alongside that practical everyday life communication structure couples seem to create aspects of their communication in a very unique way that can be interpreted as a part of construction of a couple identity.
Depression as a Mediator of the Association between Parental Attachment Security and College Student Engagement in High Risk Behaviors  Sunday, 4:50-6:20pm (Poster Session 3)
The purpose of this study was to investigate the relationship between attachment to parents and engagement in risk behaviors among a sample of freshmen college students.  Given evidence that attachment security is linked to depression (Armsden & Greenberg, 1987), and depression is linked to engagement in risk behaviors (Camatta & Nagoshi, 1995), depression was examined as a mediator of the relationship between attachment to parents and engagement in high risk behaviors (specifically alcohol use, illegal drug use, high risk sexual behaviors, and physical fighting) at college.  As hypothesized, attachment to mothers and fathers predicted engagement in risk behaviors at college.  Depression mediated the relationship between attachment to mothers and engagement in risk behaviors but not attachment to fathers and engagement in risk behaviors.
Desire for Change in One’s Spouse and Its Effects on Appraisals of Marital Problem-Solving Ability  Friday, 4:50-6:20pm (Poster Session 1)
The present study examined wives’ appraisals concerning marital problem-solving behaviours before and after a marital conflict discussion. 76 married participants were asked to report on their marital satisfaction, as well as how much they would like their husband to change in different areas. They were then informed that they would be engaging in a problem-solving discussion with their spouses concerning an area that either they or their husband would like their partner to change in. Cognitive and affective measures of appraisals concerning the problem-solving discussions were obtained both before and after discussion. We proposed that these appraisals would be affected by the amount of change wives wanted from their partner. Results indicated that wives who wanted greater changes from their husbands had lower expectancies of problem-solving success for the discussions and felt less positive about these discussions when they were over. Implications of these findings for relationship quality are discussed.
Development of Locus of Control Scale for Mexican Couples  Saturday, 8:30-10am (Poster Session 2)
This involves the construction of a scale to measure Locus of Control, specifically in love relationships. The two scales, which came from a different culture, were translated and retranslated and adapted to a Mexican scale. The Locus of Control for Mexican couples scale (Montero, Rivera, Reyes & Diaz-Loving, 2007) consisted of 7 factors that account for 48.98% of variance and displays a total internal consistency of (=.922. The results are consistent with the variable study, the first appearing factor being External Locus, followed by the Internal one.
Development of the Self-Expansion Opportunity Measure  Saturday, 8:30-10am (Poster Session 2)
Self-expansion has been an important factor in the maintenance of personal and relationship growth.  The Self-Expansion Questionnaire (SEQ; Lewandowski & Aron, 2002) assesses self-expansion within a relationship.  We created the Self-Expansion Opportunities (SEO) questionnaire to assess how much one feels that one’s partner supports one’s personal growth in areas outside of the relationship.  Key results of initial testing in a sample of U.S. undergraduates were as follows: The SEO was highly reliable (α=.95).  The SEO had expected high correlations with standard relationship measures, which remained even in regressions that also included the SEQ:  perceived partner responsiveness (overall r=.79, betas with SEQ included were .65 for SEO and .26 for SEQ), passionate love (.59, .44, .26), and relationship satisfaction (.43, .31, .13). Implications and future directions are discussed.
Developmental and Current Relational Influences on Academic Identity  Friday, 4:50-6:20pm (Poster Session 1)
In a sample of undergraduates, we investigated the importance of early and current relational supports on the motivation to develop and maintain one’s academic identity. From the Self-determination theory perspective, research has demonstrated the importance of autonomy support from important others to promote willing engagement in activities. Results indicate that the more parents were autonomy supportive overall as well as specifically in exploration of potential identities during childhood, the more willingly engaged students were in activities relevant to their academic identity. Further, greater pressure by current relational partners to maintain one’s academic identity was associated with greater amotivation in academic activities. Importantly, while mean level differences in autonomy support were found across cultural groups, the relation between autonomy support and identity outcomes were similar across cultures. Implications for identity exploration, both for initially engaging options and for revisiting options when an identity path is not going well, will be discussed.
Differentiating among Female Relationship Aggressors: Two Types of Perpetrators  Sunday, 4:50-6:20pm (Poster Session 3)
This study examined contextual factors associated with relationship aggression within a sample of female students enrolled at a Midwestern University.  It was hypothesized that the type of aggression that women engaged in could be distinguished by contextual factors (i.e., motivations for aggression, fear of partner, working models of self and other, emotional abuse, domination and control, and physical aggression used by the participants and their partners).  A cluster analysis was conducted on 32 women that reported that they had perpetrated aggression in their current or most recent romantic relationship and findings revealed two distinct groups.  Further analyses showed that one group resembled the type of aggression Johnson and colleagues (Johnson & Ferraro, 2000; Johnson & Leone, 2005) labeled “violent resistance” while the second group mirrored traits that characterized what Johnson and colleagues called “situational couple violence.”
Differentiating Computer-Mediated Social Support from Face-to-Face Social Support  Friday, 4:50-6:20pm (Poster Session 1)
Social support is a ubiquitous part of human interaction, such that people serve as both provider and recipient of social support innumerable times throughout their lives (Burleson & MacGeorge, 2002). With advances in computer-mediated technology and the plethora of contexts developed in the electronic world, people are engaging in more supportive interactions online. Unfortunately, however, conceptions of social support in personal relationships have not kept pace with technological advances that create numerous and varied options for computer-mediated communication. Many interpersonal communication processes occur differently online than face-to-face. This paper draws upon those variations to clarify how computer-mediated social support is distinct from traditional notions of face-to-face support. Although most types and mechanisms of social support are present in online contexts, they are enacted differently than they are in traditional interpersonal contexts. Instead of limiting communication, computer-mediated contexts may actually present advantages for both support providers and receivers.
Division of Household Labor and Distress: The Role of Perceived Fairness and Spillover for Working Mothers  Saturday, 8:30-10am (Poster Session 2)
Studies on division of household labor and distress often primarily focus on the amount or split of housework as opposed to examining the role of perceived fairness in conjunction with division. This study used a sample of 121 employed, married (or cohabitating) mothers to examine the relationship between division of household labor, perceived fairness, spillover effect (i.e., when demands of employment interfere with successful completion of housework and vice versa), and distress.  Perceived fairness was examined as both a mediator and moderator between division of household labor and distress.  Spillover’s potential mediating role between perceived fairness and distress was also examined.  Analyses indicated that perceived fairness played a mediating (but not moderating) role, but spillover was not related to any of the outcomes.  Post hoc analyses also indicated that increased marital distress may explain the link between perceived unfairness and personal distress.
Do Interethnic Couples Differ from Intraethnic Couples? A Modification of the Investment Model  Saturday, 8:30-10am (Poster Session 2)
Based on interdependence theory (Thibaut & Kelley, 1959; Kelley & Thibaut, 1978), Rusbult’s Investment Model has described the relationship process of close relationships in several cultures. However, interethnic couples, as a distinct group, have not been investigated by this model. Given the salient difference of people from different ethnic groups and the higher divorce rate of interethnic couples, I propose adding a new variable – similarity of couple’s cultural identity – to the Investment Model for analyzing interethnic couples and that this variable will account for the prediction of commitment level with other variables in the Investment Model. I also hypothesize that 1) the higher the “similarity of couple’s cultural identity”, the higher the commitment level for interethnic couple; 2) interethnic couples will be less satisfied than intraethnic couples; 3) interethnic couples have invested less and get less social prescription than intraethnic couples and 4) the quality of alternatives will be higher in interethnic couples.
Do Maltreating and Non-maltreating Parents Differ in How Frequently They Praise Their Children?  A Meta-analysis of Observational Studies  Friday, 4:50-6:20pm (Poster Session 1)
To praise others is to offer positive evaluations of their actions, efforts, or attributes.  Several theories relevant to understanding child maltreatment implicate praise; for example, social-interaction views highlight that maltreating parents fail to consistently praise positive child behavior whereas attachment theory incorporates praise as part of a larger pattern of responsiveness that maltreating parents fail to display.  Despite this, observational studies have obtained mixed findings regarding whether parents with vs. without a history of child maltreatment differ in rates of child praise.  This paper presents a meta-analysis of approximately 15 observational studies addressing this question.  Aside from generating a mean-weighted effect size (d) based on a combined sample size much larger than any single study, the meta-analysis assesses whether family or study characteristics moderate group differences.  Results offer insights into relational dynamics associated with child maltreatment.
Does Mom's Race Matter? Outcomes for Biracial Adolescents  Friday, 4:50-6:20pm (Poster Session 1)
Although biracial adolescents tend to fall between their monoracial White counterparts and their monoracial minority counterparts for wellbeing outcomes, the reasons underlying these differences are not well understood. Using data from the National Longitudinal Study of Adolescent Health (AddHealth), this paper will use a family perspective to examine the interplay of gender and race of parent and child in predicting wellbeing outcomes among adolescence. Following previous studies, this paper will disaggregate biracial adolescents by racial background, using both self-identification and parents’ reported race. Methodologically, this paper will employ logistic regression models for binary outcomes and ordered or multinomial logistic regression techniques to study how family conditions affect psychological, social, and educational wellbeing. Preliminary findings suggest that having a white mother will tend to be associated with more negative well-being outcomes that having a minority mother.
Effect of Perception of Partner’s Commitment on Trust in Dating Relationships  Sunday, 4:50-6:20pm (Poster Session 3)
An experiment was performed to examine a causal association between individuals’ perceptions of their dating partners’ commitment and the individuals’ trust in their partners.  Data were obtained from 18 individuals who were involved in a dating relationship and 17 individuals who currently were not involved.  Participants were randomly assigned to one of two conditions in which they answered a series of questions designed to prime them to either think about how committed the partner was to the relationship, or think about how independent the partner was.  Contrary to expectations, participants who answered the partner independence prime questions appeared to report greater trust than those who answered the partner commitment prime questions, regardless of whether or not they currently were involved in a dating relationship.  This surprising result is discussed in terms of the accessibility of the requested information, and a strategy for revising the priming manipulation is proposed.
Emotion Regulation and Need Satisfaction as Predictors of Best Friendship Quality  Saturday, 8:30-10am (Poster Session 2)
The present study investigated the unique and interactive effects of emotion regulation abilities (reappraisal and suppression) and need satisfaction (autonomy and competence) on friendship quality among young adults (n=423). Results revealed that both emotion regulation and need satisfaction variables were predictive of best friendship quality. Autonomy need satisfaction emerged as the most important predictor. Results also revealed interactions between emotion regulation abilities and autonomy need satisfaction. Reappraisal was related to best friendship quality only when the individuals experienced higher levels of autonomy need satisfaction. Suppression was associated with lower levels of best friendship quality only when the autonomy need satisfaction was low in the relationship. Results are discussed in the light of the literature and suggestions for future research are made.
Emotional Expression and Respect in Romantic Relationships  Saturday, 8:30-10am (Poster Session 2)
The current study examined the role of respect and emotional expression in romantic relationships. Data from 276 college students were collected to assess emotional expression and respect towards partner, and examine relationships between these variables as well as their effectiveness in predicting relationship satisfaction. It was hypothesized that respect towards partner would have a positive relationship with positive emotional expressivity and a negative relationship with negative emotional expressivity. However, these hypotheses were not supported. Significant gender differences were found, with women being more emotionally expressive on all facets. Regression analyses indicated that emotional expression and respect were significant predictors of relationship satisfaction; however, respect accounted for a larger amount of the variance. These findings have implications for future relationship research and also for clinicians working with couples.
Empathic Accuracy in Coach-Athlete Dyads from Team and Individual Sports  Sunday, 4:50-6:20pm (Poster Session 3)
This purpose of the present study was to investigate the empathic accuracy of coach-athlete dyads participating in team and individual sports.  An adaptation of the unstructured dyadic interaction paradigm was employed to assess the empathic accuracy of 40 coach-athlete dyads.  The study also addressed several of the criticisms levelled at the validity of previous uses of the dyadic interaction paradigm. The results indicated that coaches in individual sports exhibited higher empathic accuracy than coaches in team sports.  Shared cognitive focus also differed between team and individual sports, and fully mediated the effect of sport-type on coach empathic accuracy.  No differences were found for athletes.  The findings suggest that the dynamics of the interaction between a coach and an athlete play a key role in how well coaches and athletes can perceive each others’ thoughts and feelings.
Empathy and Relationship Satisfaction in Heterosexual Couples: Actor-Partner Interdependence Analyses  Sunday, 4:50-6:20pm (Poster Session 3)
This paper examines the following research questions in the romantic heterosexual relationships of 65 professional athletes and their partners. To what extent is received empathy (i.e. feeling understood) in both women and men related to the accurate perception (i.e. accurate empathy), assumed similarity and actual similarity of the relationship? To what degree is relationship satisfaction in both women and men related to received empathy, accurate perception, assumed similarity and actual similarity of the relationship? To what extent does conflict in the relationship mediate the association between empathy and relationship satisfaction? Is there evidence to support Cutrona’s model that both conflict and depression partially mediate the relation between empathy and relationship satisfaction? These questions will be addressed with actor-partner interdependence analyses where possible using structural equation modelling controlling for measurement error.
Enemyships: Positive and Negative Effects on Basic Needs  Sunday, 4:50-6:20pm (Poster Session 3)
Current research on enemy relationships is limited, as are measures to assess the “quality” of one’s enemyship (Wiseman & Duck, 1995).  To address this, the Enemy Impact Inventory (Sinclair, 2004) was created to measure the impact an enemy had on one’s life, as well as the type of impact.  The primary concern of the present study was to further develop the EII by revising the measure to include items assessing both positive and negative aspects of enemy influence and integrating basic needs theory in the development of the scale.  The data supported that enemies can have both a negative and positive influences on: (a) our self-regard, (b) our relationships, (c) our ability to attain goals, (d) our ability to trust, and (e) our ability to feel in control of our lives.
Evaluations and Outcomes of Advice in Supportive Interactions  Sunday, 4:50-6:20pm (Poster Session 3)
When people experience problems, the support they receive from friends and family often includes advice. A growing body of research has focused on identifying factors that predict more positive evaluations and outcomes of advice, including source, content, style, and context factors. However, the questionnaire methods used in most existing studies pose a threat to the validity of the findings. The current study examines advice offered in laboratory interactions between pairs of friends (N = 50 dyads), assessing recipients’ evaluations and predicted outcomes of advice immediately post-interaction, along with evaluations and outcomes after 2-3 weeks.
Examining the Relationship between Romanticism and Relational Cognitive Complexity  Saturday, 8:30-10am (Poster Session 2)
Entering marriage with unrealistic expectations, such as high romanticism, can lead to dissatisfaction and divorce.  In this paper, the cognitive structure of romanticism is examined to gain a better understanding of the ways holding a romantic ideology contributes to unrealistic expectations for marriage.  Descriptions of future marriages (n = 309) were coded for relational cognitive complexity (RCC) with indices of RCC Differentiation and RCC Abstraction.  Regression analyses indicated that relationship experience and gender were significant predictors of RCC Differentiation, but romanticism was not.  Preliminary analyses of RCC Abstraction were positively associated with higher romanticism scores and relationship experience and gender.
Factor Structure and Criterion Validity of the Meta-Perspective Version of the Coach-Athlete Relationship Questionnaire (CART-Q)  Saturday, 8:30-10am (Poster Session 2)
The development of the Coach-Athlete Relationship Questionnaire (CART-Q; Jowett & Ntoumanis, 2004) has enabled the assessment of coaches’ and athletes’ self (direct) perceptions of the relationship as defined by the 3Cs. Two studies were conducted to examine the factor structure and criterion validity of the CART-Q when its items are worded to express meta-perceptions. In the first study, confirmatory factor analyses employing a sample of athletes (N = 201) supported the validity of a three-dimensional model in which the factors were separate but correlated for meta-closeness, meta-commitment and meta-complementarity.  The second study, provided further evidence of validity when the three factors were examined relative to criterion variables with two independent samples: athletes (N = 189) and coaches (N = 138). These results highlight that the conceptual model from which the CART-Q was developed captures the relationship quality from a meta-perspective through athletes’ and coaches’ feelings (closeness), thoughts (commitment), and behaviors (complementarity).
Factor Structure and Reliability of the Caregiving Questionnaire among a Sample of Same-Sex Individuals  Sunday, 4:50-6:20Pm (Poster Session 3)

In a rch has demonstrated caregiving tendencies to be an important proponent of relationship quality in adult relationships. The Caregiving Questionnaire (CQ: Kunce & Shaver, 1994), one of the only measures constructed to assess caregiving qualities in couple relationships, has yet to be empirically validated among a same-sex sample. The primary objective of this study was to verify the dimensionality and internal consistency of the Caregiving Questionnaire among a sample of 54 gay and lesbian participants currently involved in a same-sex relationship for at least 12 months. Factor analysis supported the presence of the four scales from the Caregiving Questionnaire: Sensitivity, Proximity, Compulsiveness and Cooperation. Factor loadings for these scales ranged from .340 to .871 and accounted for 59.43% of the variance. Preliminary results support the four-factor model of the Caregiving Questionnaire as an appropriate measure of caregiving tendencies among a sample of same-sex individuals.
Falling in Love Precursors: A Look at Importance, Remembrance, Speed, and Intensity  Sunday, 4:50-6:20pm (Poster Session 3)
The transition from liking to loving, from not being in love to being in love, is referred to as falling in love (Hatfield & Rapson, 1996; Tennov, 1973). The present study investigated 13 precursors to falling in love (Aron et al., 1989, Aron et al., 2006, Fraley & Aron, 2004). We were specifically interested in importance of the precursors to the love experience, how well those precursors are remembered, as well as their relation to speed and intensity. 87 undergraduates reported on a falling in love experience, completing importance and remembrance ratings for 30 statements pertaining to this experience. A series of correlational analyses revealed that importance and remembrance were positively correlated for the majority of the precursors. It was also apparent that speed and intensity play some role in the falling in love experience. Implications for falling in love and passionate love more generally are discussed.
FIlial Obligation and Anxiety of Adult Children: Effects of Parental Need  Saturday, 8:30-10am (Poster Session 2)
The purpose of this study is to investigate the filial obligation and anxiety of adult children and the effects of parental need between filial obligation and anxiety. The participants are 400 adult married children, 30-40 years old and have one parent still alive. Results indicate that：Adult children with high filial obligation have lower anxiety over their abilities to perform their obligation, but they have higher anxiety over their aging parent’s well-being. The parental need has no effect on the children’s sense of filial anxiety resulted from their sense of filial obligation. Women have stronger filial anxiety over their aging parent’s well-being. Adult children living with parent have stronger sense of filial obligation. Adult children have more anxiety over their own ability to perform their filial obligation if their parents lack financial resources. The number of siblings as well as parent’s health status has no significant effect on adult children’s filial obligation and anxiety.
First Borns Don’t Have It All  Saturday, 8:30-10am (Poster Session 2)
This research examines effects of birth order on social participation and social skills. We predicted that later borns would be more socially involved and have better social skills than first borns. Our hypothesis was supported in multiple ways by our study of two distinct undergraduate college samples. Data were collected from surveys and daily diaries.  Relative to first borns, later borns reported more time engaging in social activities, were more likely to be involved in a romantic relationship, were more likely to eat meals with other people, were more likely to have a best friend from high school with whom they remained in contact, and were rated by roommates as having better social skills. Whereas work on understanding the mechanisms underlying these observations remains to be done, our findings are striking in their indication of later borns’ superior social skills and greater social participation.
 “Friends with Benefits”:  A New Scale to Assess Attitudes toward Casual Sex Relationships  Sunday, 4:50-6:20pm (Poster Session 3)
An increasing number of U.S. college students engage in sexual experiences that take place outside of monogamous relationships.  In one survey of college students, 30% reported having had casual sex at least once (Paul, McManus, & Hayes, 2000), more often between friends than strangers. Casual sex relationships that occur within the context of friendship are known by students as “friends with benefits.”  Research to understand the motivations for these casual physical acquaintance (CPA) relationships has been hampered by the lack of a reliable scale.  This study developed a new self-report measure of attitudes toward casual partner sex.  Data from college-aged participants supported the reliability and validity of this scale.  Future directions for research on casual partner relationships are discussed.
Friendship and Social Context: An Investigation of Foci of Activities and Their Relation with Friendships in Brazilian High School and University Students Sunday, 4:50-6:20pm (Poster Session 3)
In order to understand how context affects friendships, we have investigated which foci of activities were perceived by Brazilian high school and university students as relevant for their friendships. In Study 1, 24 adolescents aged 14 to 17 (public and private schools) were interviewed. Foci of activities were similar for both groups. However, the specific context and the content showed important differences between both groups. In Study 2, 32 university students aged 17 to 21 (public and private universities) were interviewed. Foci of activities were similar for both groups. Differences in foci of activites were mainly related to differences in university structure and functioning. We may conclude that foci of activities change from high school to university and differ in public and private schools due to social, economic and cultural particularities.

Friendship and Well-Being among Young Adults with/out a Romantic Partner.  Sunday, 4:50-6:20pm (Poster Session 3)
Present investigation had two aims: a) to compare the friendships of young adults with or without a romantic partner; and b) to investigate the relationship between friendship and well-being (happiness, self-esteem and depression) among single and dating young adults (n=247). Results revealed that the two groups did not differ from each other on friendship quality; however, those without a romantic partner experienced more conflict in their friendships. Findings also showed that friendship was associated with well-being only among those without a romantic partner. It is argued that exploring or achieving an important developmental task during young adulthood (formation of romantic relationships) comes with a cost in the friendship-well-being domain.
Friendship Quality, Perceived Mattering, and Happiness  Friday, 4:50-6:20pm (Poster Session 1)
Decades of research documented a positive association between friendship experiences (e.g., quality) and happiness, however, empirical knowledge regarding what might account for the relationship between the two constructs is limited. The present study investigated a theoretically identified variable, perceived mattering, as a potential mediator of the relationship between friendship and happiness among young adults (n=212). Results showed that perceived mattering to best friend fully accounted for the relationship between friendship quality and happiness. Findings suggested that part of the reason why friendship experiences is related to happiness is that individuals perceive that they matter to their friends. Findings were evaluated in the light of the literature and suggestions for future research were made.
Friendship, Attachment and Happiness  Sunday, 4:50-6:20pm (Poster Session 3)
Close friendships are an important part of everyday life and contribute to one’s happiness, but, what are the implications of developing an attachment bond with friends? Present study investigated the differences between those who developed an attachment to their best friends and who did not (n=423). Results revealed that, those young adults whose friendship were classified as full-blown attachments had higher friendships higher in quality and lower in conflict compared to those whose friendships were not full-blown attachments. Also, it was found that the relationship between friendship and happiness was stronger among young adults whose friendships were classified as full-blown attachments. Findings were discussed in the light of the literature.
Friendship, Need Satisfaction and Happiness Sunday, 4:50-6:20pm (Poster Session 3)
Friendship quality is an important predictor of happiness, however, what might account for the association between the two? Following self-determination theory (La Guardia et al. 2000), two studies investigated basic psychological needs satisfaction (autonomy, competence and relatedness) as a mediator of the relationship between friendship quality and happiness. Study 1 (n=378) investigated best friendships and found that overall needs satisfaction fully mediated the relationship between friendship and happiness. Study 2 (n=173) focused on best and two closest friendships. Analyses found support for the mediational model across all friendships investigated. Results across the two studies suggest that part of the reason why friendship quality is related to happiness could be the satisfaction of basic psychological need satisfaction in the friendship. Findings were discussed in light of theory and suggestions for future research were made. 

Gender and Marital Commitment  Sunday, 4:50-6:20pm (Poster Session 3)
The goal of the study was to test if one’s own low-schedule-control (LSC) housework was positively related to one’s own personal, moral, and structural commitment and negatively related to spouses’ three types of commitment. We used the wave 2 National Survey of Families and Households for data analysis. Husbands’ personal commitment was related to less LSC housework performed by themselves but was related to greater LSC housework performed by wives. Sensing their moral commitment may promote husbands to share LSC housework with their wives but having wives whose moral commitment is high may reduce husbands’ own share of LSC housework.        

Gender Differences in Attachment and Young Partners’ Intimate Relationships Dimensions: A Comprehensive Interpersonal Dynamic Model  Friday, 4:50-6:20pm (Poster Session 1)
In the comprehension of romantic relationships in early adulthood, interpersonal dynamic theory (Sullivan, 1953) and attachment theory (Bowlby, 1988; Hazan & Shaver, 1987) are extremely relevant. The individual differences in organization of attachment system, emerge for the interaction with attachment figures during childhood and determine subsequently the relationships´ dynamics ranging from the selection of the partner, to the perception of the relationship’s mechanisms, satisfaction, maintenance and dissolution. This study shows gender differences in dimensions of intimate relationships of young adults. There are important differences in power tactics related with anxiety: men report more affiliative control and women report more hostile control over the partner. Higher avoidance in men is related with more hostile control and less affiliative control tactics; for women more hostile control and less benign autonomy are associated with avoidance.  In terms of quality of the relationship, for men, the higher the anxiety and the avoidance, more dysfunctional is the relationship with the partner. Similarly, women with more hostile control, anxiety and avoidance had poor quality relationships with the partner in adulthood. As women and men have different ways to evaluate and react in romantic relationships, to define their main differences, is a crucial point to develop effective intervention programs. This study also strengths the importance of the incorporation of the introject, to the traditional evaluation of the self and the other, as an important factor in attachment comprehension in adulthood.

Gender Moderates the Relations among Measures of Social Support and Adjustment in Transplant Patients  Friday, 4:50-6:20pm (Poster Session 1)
The purpose of this study was to examine whether social support is more related to well-being and marital satisfaction for women than for men. The participants in this study, 112 patients who had recently received a renal transplant, completed measures of positive and negative forms of support received from their spouse, general perceived support, relationship satisfaction, and psychological distress. Those who perceived their spouses as more supportive and perceived that more support was generally more available to them reported less distress and greater satisfaction with their relationship whereas those who perceived their partners as providing more unhelpful forms of support were more distressed and less satisfied. Importantly, these relations were consistently stronger for women than for men. Studies that do not examine these relations separately for women and men may underestimate their strength.
How Do You Know When to Let Go? Factors Contributing to Continued Emotional Attachment to an Ex-Partner  Saturday, 8:30-10am (Poster Session 2)
Continued emotional attachment to an ex-partner is a common, but maladaptive, response after the dissolution of a romantic relationship. Those with more emotional attachment to an ex report more sadness, distress, and anger following a breakup than those who express less emotional attachment. Moreover, those with low self-esteem are the most vulnerable to hanging on to an ex-partner. The present study explores other factors that contribute to this maladaptive response. Through questionnaires assessing participants’ current feelings towards partners from their most recent breakups, we examined the role of one’s current relationship status and the recency of a breakup, along with level of self-esteem, in post-dissolution reports of continued attachment. A three-way interaction revealed that those who have lower self-esteem, remain single, and have experienced a breakup relatively recently are the most vulnerable to clinging emotionally to an ex-partner.
How Do You Really Feel? The Unique Predictive Validity of Implicit Attitudes toward Romantic Partners  Saturday, 8:30-10am (Poster Session 2)
Three studies examined the unique validity of implicit attitudes toward romantic partners, assessed with a Go/No-Go Association Task (GNAT), for predicting relationship outcomes over the course of a year after controlling for neuroticism and hostile conflict.  Hierarchical regressions in a sample of 64 newlywed couples demonstrated that wives’ implicit attitudes predicted husbands’ relationship satisfaction one year later.  Similarly, multi-level modeling in a sample of 75 dating undergraduates suggested that implicit attitudes toward partners predicted both initial satisfaction and changes in satisfaction over 1 year. Logistic regressions in this sample indicated that GNAT-partner performance was predictive of breakups over that year. Finally, multi-level modeling in a sample of 104 online respondents demonstrated that GNAT-partner performance was predictive of changes in satisfaction over 1 year.  Moderation analyses revealed that implicit attitudes were more strongly predictive in married respondents than in engaged or dating respondents. Implications will be discussed.
How Many Friends Are Enough?: An  Analysis of Friendship Network Size, Satisfaction and Adequacy  Sunday, 4:50-6:20pm (Poster Session 3)
Friendships is the most prevalent relationship type throughout their live yet one element that remains underexplored is the perception of adequacy or contentment with one’s social network.  Friendship satisfaction has typically been examined within individual relationships and thus, it is not well-understood how the reported number of friends and acquaintances might impact perceptions of satisfaction with the quality or quantity of the overall network or the impact of personal or structural influences on these perceptions.  Results of a study of 2071 people suggest that while men report high numbers of acquaintances, no significant differences were found in the numbers of more intimate friendships.  Women reported higher levels of satisfaction with their friends.  While age was not significantly related to satisfaction, dissatisfaction with the number of one’s friends increased with age. Finally, those in their thirties reported the lowest numbers of close and best friends.
How Stress Mediates the Relationship Between Income and Social Support Behaviors  Friday, 4:50-6:20pm (Poster Session 1)
Research has shown levels of stress to negatively affect interactions with couples, but a gap in the research remains regarding how a couple’s socioeconomic status affects social support behavior between partners. Understanding the underlying mechanisms behind the amount of social support married partners give each other provides helping professionals with some tools needed to promote healthy relationships. The study is designed to identify whether or not each partner’s level of stress mediates the relationship between the couple’s socioeconomic status and the amount of social support given during a stressful interaction.
Humanizing Health Care by Teaching Therapeutic Interpersonal Relationships  Saturday, 8:30-10am (Poster Session 2)
Caring is the reason of existence for nursing. Humanized care involves technical knowledge and comprehensive behavior. One of the nurse’s main therapeutic instruments is him/herself. Interpersonal relationship is the act to care for human beings in their vital process (healthy or ill). Educational institutions affect the development of skills and attitudes. For over 15 years, we have offered a class subject, through formal teaching, with a view to learn the theory and practice of interpersonal relationships. Teaching begins with cognitive learning, and, throughout this practice, students experience (viscerally and affectively) the interaction with a human being that needs help. Through the Center for Studies and Research on Interpersonal Relationships [NUPRI – Núcleo de Estudos e Pesquisas das Relações Interpessoais], we perform research to disseminate knowledge about interpersonal relationships in nursing. The results show that establishing therapeutic interpersonal relationships always results in significant experiences, and demands professionals to make continuous critical reflections about their practice.
I Have No Friends, But I Don’t Care: The Role of Self-Esteem in the Relation between Social Competence and Depressive Symptoms  Sunday, 4:50-6:20pm (Poster Session 3)
Low social competence has been proposed as a risk factor for depression, but research results have been mixed. What may be a missing link in this research is the extent to which one’s self-esteem is dependent on relationships. The purpose of this study was to show that low social competence predicts depressive symptoms only for individuals whose self-esteem is highly contingent on their friendships. As hypothesized, there were 2 significant two-way interactions involving friendship contingent self-esteem (FCSE).  The first indicated that close friendship competence was negatively related to depressive symptoms for high FCSE individuals, but was unrelated to depressive symptoms for low FCSE individuals. Second, whereas social competence was negatively associated with depressive symptoms for all participants, the relation between social competence and depressive symptoms was stronger for high FCSE participants. This research underscores the importance of considering the role of the self in examining depression vulnerability.
 “I Like It Like That:” Understanding Sexual Disclosures through a Message Production Lens  Friday, 4:50-6:20pm (Poster Session 1)
Sexual communication plays an important role in the development and maintenance of sexual and romantic relationships. In fact, research has revealed that individuals who talk about sex more often with their partners report being more satisfied with their sexual relationships (e.g., Byers, 2005; Byers & Demmons, 1999; Sprecher & Regan, 2000) and experiencing more pleasure during sex (e.g., MacNeil & Byers, 1997; Purnine & Carey, 1999; Resnick, 2002) than those who discuss sex less often. While research has identified various outcomes associated with amount of and satisfaction with sex talk between partners, to date, research has failed to rigorously examine the specific characteristics of skillful sex communication messages, and in particular, messages about sexual likes and dislikes. Thus, the purpose of this paper is to review previous sex communication literature while offering an alternative method of examining these conversations. Specifically, this paper will recommend that researchers begin to explore sexual disclosures from a message production theoretical perspective.
I Try Not to Tell Them about It: College Students’ Communication with Parents about Consumption and Purchasing  Saturday, 8:30-10am (Poster Session 2)
Young adulthood is a time of emerging independence, both personally and financially. College serves as a final step before financial independence for many young adults; students experience considerable autonomy, yet they are often still partly financially dependent on parents. Past research indicates that family communication patterns influence adolescents’ views of consumption; however, purchasing can also be a way for adolescents to assert independence and adolescents report concealing some purchases from parents. This project extends the work on family communication and consumption into parent-young adult relationships by examining college students’ experiences. A pilot interview study revealed that students typically used avoidance to manage discussion of purchases that parents would not endorse. This paper will report on a larger survey study of 100 students that is being conducted. This study will reveal college students’ perceptions of parental values around consumption, how students communicate with parents about purchasing choices, and how familial topic avoidance and student independence influence communication.
 “I Want to Stay” and “I Don’t Want to Go” Approach and Avoidance Relationship Commitment Goals  Saturday, 8:30-10am (Poster Session 2)
Three studies investigated relationship commitment from an approach and avoidance motivational perspective.  Two types of goals aimed at relationship continuance were proposed: approach commitment goals, the desire to maintain and continue the relationship, and avoidance commitment goals, the desire to avoid relationship dissolution.  Studies 1 and 2 developed and validated a measure of approach and avoidance commitment.  Study 3 was a longitudinal study of dating relationships and showed that approach commitment was associated with higher relationship satisfaction and a greater likelihood of stability over time.  In contrast, avoidance commitment was associated with lower relationship satisfaction and greater stability over time only for individuals who also perceived high barriers-to-exit, such as many investments and few alternatives.
Improving the Adjustment and Coparenting Relationships after Divorce in Portugal: A Psychotherapeutic Group Intervention for Divorced Parents  Friday, 4:50-6:20pm (Poster Session 1)
In the immediate period after marital dissolution, parents show difficulty in differentiate the past marital relationship with ex-spouse from the present coparenting relationship.  Pais por Inteiro is a program of group intervention with divorced parents. It has as goals the promotion of adjusted personal pathways and the construction of a positive coparenting alliance, characterized by a sense of familial binuclearity.
The program, with 10 sessions, will provide experiential sharing, information transmitting, reflection and learning and training of effective coparenting skills. First results show that parental dyads of experimental group (N=20 dyads = 40 participants) improve significantly their levels of adjustment to divorce, as well their coparenting relationships cooperation. These results suggest that brief group interventions focused in parents’ adjustment and personal development can have an encouraging impact in more positive coparenting relationships between divorced parental dyads.

Influence Strategies and Trust in Breastfeeding Couples  Sunday, 4:50-6:20pm (Poster Session 3)
In a study examining the relationships between general and specific influence strategies and trust, a sample of mothers and fathers with current or recent breastfeeding experience completed measures of negative and positive general influence strategies, breastfeeding-specific positive influence strategies, and trust either online or by mail. The patterns of correlations between general and specific influence strategies and trust differed for mothers and fathers. For fathers, greater trust was associated with increased use of positive influence strategies and for mothers trust was related to the perception that their partner was using negative influence strategies. Fathers’ responsiveness to mothers’ breastfeeding-related needs were associated with greater trust for both mothers and fathers.
Intergenerational Transmission Effects on Relationship Satisfaction: A Cross-Cultural Study  Sunday, 4:50-6:20pm (Poster Session 3)
Although numerous studies have examined intergenerational transmission processes, cross-cultural comparisons have rarely been made. The present study examines how intergenerational transmission processes related to relationship satisfaction differ between cultures. We used multigroup analysis feature in AMOS to test the conceptual model. Results suggest that intergenerational transmission processes for Asian-born Asian couples are distinct from such processes for North American-born Asian couples. Results also indicate that a certain pattern of intergenerational transmission processes prevalent in one culture might not be prevalent in another culture. These results underscore the need for further exploration of cultural influences on intergenerational transmission processes.
Intergenerational Transmission of Dyadic Forgiveness: From Married Parents to Engaged Children  Sunday, 4:50-6:20pm (Poster Session 3)
This work aims at analysing two potential sources of dyadic forgiveness in premarital heterosexual couples: intergenerational transmission  and partners’ mutual influence.  Although the link between forgiveness and relationship functioning is widely acknowledged, little
is known about the mechanisms governing partners’ acquisition of dyadic forgiveness from their family of origin. Many authors suggested that the family is the privileged theatre for forgiveness, yet little is know about parent-child transmission of it (Mullet et al., 2004, 2006).

Our goal was to analyse how individuals’ dyadic forgiveness is uniquely associated with their  partners’ forgiveness  and with their parents’ forgiveness. To address this objective 83 Italian couples and their parents (N = 498) completed a self-report questionnaire including: socio-demographic data; a dyadic forgiveness scale (adapted from Paleari, et al. 2005); and a couple satisfaction measure (QMI by Norton, 1983). Preliminary findings showed that individuals’ forgiveness is uniquely associated with both parents’ and partners’ forgiveness after controlling for couple satisfaction.

Interpersonal Needs and Psychological Health of Male and Female Prison Inmates Who Live in the Same Prison  Saturday, 8:30-10am (Poster Session 2)
The aim of this work was to investigate the gender differences in the state of interpersonal needs and psychological health of male and female prison inmates who live in the same prison. We conducted in-person interviews with 118 male and 70 female inmates. The results show that women present a better interpersonal state and psychological health than men. For both genders, the consequences of fulfilling/not fulfilling interpersonal needs, more specifically social loneliness and sexual satisfaction, are associated with psychological health. These findings suggest the importance of the state of prison inmates' interpersonal needs in promoting psychological health in the context of the prison, where these needs are generally difficult to be met. Making contacts possible between man and woman inmates who are in the same prison might help them to better fulfil some of their interpersonal needs, especially those related to their sexual lives.
Intimacy in the Daily Life of Couples: Fluctuations and Key Moments  Friday, 4:50-6:20pm (Poster Session 1)
In the field of marital and family research there has been a marked increase in the number of studies focusing on daily life. In this study a daily approach was applied, using Palette diary data collected in Finland during the year 2006 (n = 42 families with young children) to examine intimacy in the daily life of couples. How intimate do women and men feel in their spousal relationships? How do these experiences fluctuate during a day or a week? What kinds of good and challenging moments do partners face on days of high-intimacy in contrast to days of low-intimacy? A novel diary method – namely, the mobile diary – is also briefly described. Participants answered ten structured questions about their mood and interaction three times a day using short text messages (SMSs). Qualitative data were gathered by paper-and-pencil diaries, which were filled in once a day.
Jealousy, Anxiety, Depression, and Anger in the Mexican Couple  Friday, 4:50-6:20pm (Poster Session 1)
One of the conflict-related subjects that have been more commonly studied is jealousy. Riggs (1993) and Willick (1994) state that this is so because jealousy brings about intense emotional responses, generally negative, that harm relationships. (Daly and Wilson, 1988). On this basis, the relationship between jealousy, anxiety, depression and anger is herein explored. To this end, 4 scales were applied to 913 individuals, 412 men and 491 women.Results show that jealousy leads to a deterioration of the couple’s mental health, with some differences between men and women. As to anger, both men and women show the same pattern: the greater jealousy is, the greater the anger. Findings are discussed under the light of research done on the subject and the effect of jealousy on the mental health of love relationships.
Language Expectations, Influence, and Relational Evaluations: Examining the Impact of Language Expectancies on Compliance and Predicted Outcome Values.  Friday, 4:50-6:20pm (Poster Session 1)
This poster illustrates two studies that extend language expectancy theory by focusing on the language features of interpersonal influence attempts; the results herein provide researchers with the opportunity to offer refined specifications when making predictions about social influence outcomes using a language expectancy theory framework. In addition, this report is novel in that it examines the intersection between language expectancy theory (LET) and predicted outcome value theory (POV) to increase the understanding of the processes through which requests for compliance impact receivers’ relational evaluations.
Leaving the Door Half-Closed: Research about the Future of Romantic Relationships  Saturday, 8:30-10am (Poster Session 2)
Investment Model supports our analyses about identifying factors which explain the intention to ending a romantic relationship. Partners necessarily confront situations that are potentially harmful to the romantic relationship stability, in which they must solve mutual problems of interdependence that could result in the breakup of relationship. The present research examined how the thoughts, feelings, and behavioral intentions about the ending romantic relationships was associated with cognitive and affective processes. We found that commitment and needs satisfaction influenced the intention to ending the relationship, showing that the breakup is a complex process whereby pro-self actions feed back on one another in such a manner as to obtain relational disease. Results are discussed within a theoretical framework which consider the relationship breakup a possibility always present in every romantic relationship, independently by level of relational satisfaction.

Marital Intimate Relationship before Divorce: Psychological Adjustment and Coparenting Relationship after Marital Dissolution  Saturday, 8:30-10am (Poster Session 2)
This study was designed to examine how attachment strategies are associated with the psychological adjustment to divorce, as well as with the coparenting relationship after marital dissolution. Experiences in close relationships, adjustment to divorce, psychological symptoms, and parental alliance were assessed in a sample of 60 Portuguese couples (mothers and fathers) with at least one child with ages between 18 and 36 months (N=120), when regulating their parental duties. As hypothesised, individuals with higher levels of anxiety related with abandonment present more difficulties in adapting to divorce, as compared with individuals with lower levels of anxiety; but no significant differences were obtain between individuals with higher or lower levels of avoidance. However, when the parental alliance was taking into account, both individuals with higher levels of anxiety and higher levels of avoidance to proximity presented worse parenting alliances. These results are discussed in terms of attachment theory.
Marital Satisfaction in Families with a Handicapped Child  Sunday, 4:50-6:20pm (Poster Session 3)
Over the past few decades, there has been a proliferation of research on marital interactions. Each of family members, in the context of changing reality, takes on a specific role in the system. That is why, satisfaction with marital relationship depends on behaviors of both partners as well as on a family situation. Parents of a handicapped child might be exposed to various crises in their mutual relationship, even disturbances in marital satisfaction. The aim of this article is to assess marital satisfaction in families with handicapped child.
Maternal Secure Base Scripts, Parenting, and Children’s Emotion Regulation  Friday, 4:50-6:20pm (Poster Session 1)
The Adult Attachment Interview and secure base script scores are two methods used to assess working models, or attachment representations. While previous research has focused on maternal and child correlates of the AAI, little research has examined how secure base script scores may be related to parenting and children’s emotion regulation in middle childhood. We found that mothers with higher secure base script scores were likely to use more acceptance and less psychological control. This suggests that mothers with secure attachment representations are able to provide higher quality parenting to their children. We also found that mothers with higher secure base script scores were likely to have children who made less cognitive errors and used more constructive coping strategies. This suggests the importance of mothers’ secure attachment representation to children’s adaptive emotion regulation.
Mating Preferences and Strategies of the Machiavellian Personality  Friday, 4:50-6:20pm (Poster Session 1)
This study investigated the interpersonal attraction preferences and mating strategies of the Machiavellian individual. Participants completed the Mach IV, self-report questionnaires about preferences for personality characteristics of potential romantic partners, and the willingness to use deceptive tactics in attracting potential romantic partners. As predicted, Machiavellians (regardless of sex) reported the greater use of deceptive mating tactics to attract mates. However, no relationship between Machiavellianism and preferences for partners with a less dominant personality style was found.  Further, results did not indicate shorter or more frequent relationships for Machiavellians.  The findings are discussed in the context of evolutionary theory.
Matters of the Heart: Emotional Engagement in Patients and Spouses Affected by Cardiac Crises  Friday, 4:50-6:20pm (Poster Session 1)
Cardiac crises, such as having a heart attack and cardiac bypass surgery, have been shown to be related to poorer psychological health as well as poorer marital functioning in both cardiac patients and their spouses. However, little is known about patients’ and spouses’ emotional experiences regarding the cardiac event and how they manage these intrapersonally and with their partner. In the current study, we developed and are validating new measures to assess these constructs. We predict that the more partners directly engage their emotions around the cardiac events, both within themselves and with their partner, the better their psychological health and relationship functioning will be following this crisis. Future directions using these measures as predictors of personal health and marital outcomes in a longitudinal study of patients and spouses post-cardiac crisis will be further discussed.
Maturity of Defense Mechanisms as Predictors of Marital Satisfaction across Three Decades  Friday, 4:50-6:20pm (Poster Session 1)
Defense mechanisms have been conceptualized as involuntary coping strategies that alter inner or outer reality to minimize distress. Compared with immature defenses such as projection and denial, reliance on more adaptive defenses such as suppression and sublimation has been linked with better interpersonal functioning. This study examined maturity of defenses from age 18-47 as a predictor of marital satisfaction over 3 subsequent decades. Participants were recruited as college sophomores in 1938-42 into a longitudinal study of adult development.  They completed biennial questionnaires assessing mental and physical health, work and social functioning over 68 years, as well as an in-depth interview at age 47.  Using age 18-47 questionnaire and interview data, three independent raters achieved good reliability (α>.7) in numerical ratings of maturity of defenses used by participants to regulate distress in times of crisis. Participants rated their marital satisfaction at ages 47, 62 and 75. Pearson correlation analyses revealed that more mature defenses in early adulthood predicted greater marital satisfaction at age 47 (N=186, r=.38 p<.001), age 62 (N=175, r=.31, p<.001), and age 75 (N=118, r= .31 p =.001). Specific defenses as predictors of marital satisfaction will be explored and the significance of these findings will be discussed.
 “Maybe This Is the Best Thing That Could Have Happened”: Explaining Poor Quality Support in the Context of Miscarriage  Friday, 4:50-6:20pm (Poster Session 1)
For most women, miscarriage is a highly distressing event. Supportive communication from family and friends may help to reduce distress, yet many women (and husbands/partners) report that support efforts are inadequate and sometimes hurtful. In the current study, we examine factors that may help to explain why this occurs. College students (N = 197) wrote support messages for a (hypothetical) older sister or brother grieving a miscarriage, and completed measures of knowledge about miscarriage, experience with pregnancy loss, and perspective-taking ability. Data analysis will be completed once the messages are coded for person centeredness, an index of support message quality.
Measuring Relationship Mutuality: Development of Marital Engagement-Type of Union Scale and Partners Apperception Test  Sunday, 4:50-6:20pm (Poster Session 3)
In a validation study of the Marital Engagement-Type of Union Scale (ME (To US)), a measure of relationship mutuality, two-hundred and eighty-nine married individuals completed relationship quality, satisfaction and health status measures. Internal consistency, convergent and discriminant validity of the questionnaire were demonstrated.  A second study was designed as an initial phase in developing a new projective measure, the Partners Apperception Test (P.A.T.), a companion test to the ME (To US). One hundred college students assessed the correspondence of each picture from the P.A.T. to each statement from the ME (To US) inventory. Results confirmed that P.A.T. pictures effectively matched ME (To US) items.  Ratings of the pictures’ mutuality correlated with positive interaction and positive emotion ratings. Inverse relationships were found between mutuality and negative interaction and negative emotion ratings. Participants’ different attachment styles revealed divergent responses for four pictures, suggesting the P.A.T.’s projective potential.

Mediating Effects of Stress on the Adult Attachment and Relationship Satisfaction Connection  Saturday, 8:30-10am (Poster Session 2)
Research has established a substantial link between relationship satisfaction and adult attachment styles. Adults' attachment style has an effect on each partner in the relationship. The interaction with a partner is dependent on each partner’s attachment style (Ainsworth & Bowlby, 1989; Simpson, Winterheld, Rholes & Orina, 2007); each partner acts in behavioral patterns towards their romantic partner, where the patterns stem from their attachment style. A partner’s attachment style influences, in part, how the partner interacts with the individual because the attachment styles may determine how each partner views and trusts their romantic partner (Bradbury & Karney, 2004; Hazan & Diamond, 2000).  Research does not clearly indicate what factors influence the strength of this relationship between attachment and satisfaction. The current study aims to clarify the strength of relationship between stress and connection of attachment and satisfaction.
Medical Students’ Promoting Disclosure about the Relational Component of Illness for Patients with Disabilities  Friday, 4:50-6:20pm (Poster Session 1)
The last decade of physician / patient research extends the boundaries for valid conversation topics to acknowledge patients’ roles and relationships as an important component of comprehensive medical interviewing and treatment.  Thus, physician / patient communication extends beyond addressing biomedical symptoms and includes talk about the patient’s life beyond biomedical symptoms and the interconnections between biomedical symptoms and patient relationships.  The current study examines disclosure about patient relationships in videotaped interactions between third and fourth year medical students and individuals with disabilities (N=180 dyads).  Interactions were videotaped as part of a training program for medical students to negotiate a treatment plan for patients with disabilities and were simulated such that “patients” were standardized patient educators with a visually-apparent disability (e.g., cerebral palsy, muscular dystrophy, blindness, quadriparesis) who role played a shoulder pain complaint, plus their own disability.  The current study addresses the extent to which medical students asked questions and encouraged disclosure about interconnections between disability and relationships with previous health providers, with family members, with co-workers, and with relational partners.  Implications for disclosure are included.
Meta-Analysis of Feeling Close: Initial Results  Friday, 4:50-6:20pm (Poster Session 1)
The present meta-analysis investigated “feeling close” or experienced interconnectedness between individuals. Four analyses were conducted using subsets of 27 relevant samples. Feeling close was significantly positively correlated with satisfaction (mean r = .42), commitment (mean r = .52), and behaviors that demonstrate closeness (mean r = .26), but not with longevity (mean r = .06). In addition, the feeling close-behaving close relationship was not significantly moderated by relationship type or closeness definition. These results provide initial insight into how closeness is experienced across multiple studies.
Mutual Commitment in Romantic Relationships  Saturday, 8:30-10am (Poster Session 2)
This study advanced and tested a dyadic model of mutual commitment. Based on the interdependence and interpersonal perception literatures, it was argued that mutual commitment is actually composed of four perceptions (i.e., women's self and other perceptions and men's self and other perceptions) and four types of interconnections among the perceptions (i.e., actual, assumed, empathic and reciprocal mutuality). Using structural equation modelling, evidence for the presence of the four types of mutual commitment was found in a sample of 121 romantically involved couples. Furthermore, in some situations the perceptions and types of mutuality had significant associations with people's perceptions of relationship quality. This model links the perspectives of both partners in a relationship in order to form a more comprehensive view of mutual commitment.
Naïve Reality in Marriage and Divorce Choice Behaviors: Perspectives on Marital Transgressions as “Divorceable Offenses”  Saturday, 8:30-10am (Poster Session 2)
Preliminary evidence of naïve reality in the perspectives of Pro- and Anti- divorce partisans demonstrates the lack of understanding in relationship boundaries between those that harbor such perspectives.  Anti-divorce partisans significantly overestimated how pro-divorce partisans would respond to 8 of the 15 marital transgression scenarios in which the degree to which a divorce was warranted was evaluated.   These results call for a follow-up study evaluating the importance of marriage and divorce attitudes toward choosing ones partner and points at the need for communicative interventions to alleviate exaggerated perspectives on the part of both Pro- and Anti- Divorce partisans.
Negative Beliefs about Low Self-Esteem: The Consequences for Interpersonal Relationships  Saturday, 8:30-10am (Poster Session 2)
There is a substantial body of research demonstrating that people with low self-esteem are disadvantaged when it comes to interpersonal relationships (e.g., Murray, Holmes, Griffin, Bellavia, & Rose, 2001). We suggest, however, that it is not just one’s actual self-esteem that influences interpersonal outcomes but also how self-esteem is perceived and responded to by others. We hypothesized that low self-esteem (LSE) is perceived as an undesirable characteristic and that, in some circumstances, people will discriminate against those who carry this stigma. Consistent with our predictions, participants reported more favourable attitudes toward high self-esteem than toward low self-esteem and reported greater enjoyment from interacting with their HSE friends than their LSE friends. Furthermore, during a hypothetical discussion task, LSEs, but not HSEs, discriminated against an LSE target. Implications of the stigma of low self-esteem are discussed.
Nonverbal Behavioral Indicators of Couples’ Transitions into Negative Affect  Sunday, 4:50-6:20pm (Poster Session 3)
Research on couple communication has shown that dissatisfied couples have greater difficultly leaving a negative state once entering and remain negative longer than satisfied couples.  However, we still understand little about nonverbal behaviors associated with transitions into negative affect states. Uncovering observable indicators of a descent into negative affect may enhance a therapist’s ability to understand the couple’s dynamics and indicate critical points for intervention.  This research study is designed to identify specific nonverbal behaviors which occur before entering or when declining further into a negative affect state.
Perceived Big 5 Profile Similarity and Relationship Satisfaction:  Differences in Gender and Relationship Type  Sunday, 4:50-6:20pm (Poster Session 3)
In the present study, 1336 women and 372 men participated in an online questionnaire in which they were randomly assigned to think about a “close friend or family member,” “casual friend or acquaintance,” or “current relationship partner.”  Profile similarity, which was computed between self and perceived partner ratings on Big 5 personality traits, predicted higher relationship satisfaction even after controlling for relationship type and gender.  In addition, a 3-way interaction was found between gender, relationship type, and profile similarity in predicting relationship satisfaction.  Further analyses revealed that for women, perceived similarity with their “casual friend or acquaintance” led to greater relationship satisfaction, while for men, perceived dissimilarity with this casual partner led to greater relationship satisfaction.  While profile similarity may be important in close relationships, there may be additional factors that affect relationship satisfaction, especially in initial relationship formation with men.
Perceiving Risk in Dating Partners: The Influence of Relationship Status, Goals, and Physical Safety Information  Sunday, 4:50-6:20pm (Poster Session 3)
This study examined the influence of dating goals, relationship status, and physical health information on judgments of a prospective partner. Participants completed a relationship goals priming task and read one of four vignettes describing a hypothetical sexual relationship. The vignettes differed based upon whether the relationship was casual or serious and whether there was information about the partner’s HIV/STD risk. Relationship status influenced ratings of emotional and physical safety, the likelihood of condom use with the partner, perceived HIV/STD risk, and the perceived intimacy goals of the partner. Physical health information influenced ratings of physical safety, condom use with the partner, perceived HIV/STD risk, and the perceived intimacy goals of the partner. There was a priming by relationship status interaction on ratings of physical safety of the partner as well as relationship status by physical health information interactions on ratings of physical safety, HIV/STD risk, and perceived intimacy goals.
Perceptions of Jealousy Expressions in Intimate Relationships  Sunday, 4:50-6:20pm (Poster Session 3)
Research on jealousy has focused mainly on the individual who is experiencing this feeling rather than the target of a jealous expression. In addition, it is largely unknown whether there are significant gender differences in perceptions of jealous expressions. Two studies were conducted to explore perceptions of partner jealousy and gender differences in perceptions. In study one, jealous behaviors were identified by participants based upon their past or current intimate relationships. The second study investigated perceivers’ emotional reactions to these jealous behaviors. Results of the two studies suggest that participants perceive a variety of behaviors to be expressions of jealousy by their partner, and men and women differ in how they perceive these expressions, with women reporting a more negative affective reaction than men. These results have implications for basic and applied research in the area of jealousy and factors contributing to violence within relationships.
Perceptions of Partner Behaviours in Intimate Relationships: The Role of Depressive Symptomatology and Related Personality Traits  Friday, 4:50-6:20pm (Poster Session 1)
The present study consisted of two parts. In the first part we investigated whether reports of caring and controlling behaviours by one’s partner would predict depressive symptoms, and whether these reports would correspond to observational ratings of caring and controlling behaviours in a video-taped problem solving interaction. Results revealed that while husbands’ depressive symptoms were only related to reports of care from their wives, wives’ depressive symptoms were only related to reports of control from their husbands. However, neither husband nor wife reports converged with our observational behavioural ratings. In the second part of the study, we predicted that the above associations could be accounted for by the depression-related traits sensitivity to rejection for wives, and personal reserve for husbands. Results confirmed our hypotheses, lending support to the notion that partner perceptions in individuals with higher depressive symptoms may be somewhat biased.
Personality and Romantic Relationship Quality as Predictors of Happiness  Saturday, 8:30-10am (Poster Session 2)
Present study investigated the predictive ability of romantic relationship quality in happiness above and beyond the influence of personality (Big Five) among young adults involved in a romantic relationship. For this purpose, 245 young adults involved in an exclusive romantic relationship for at least three months completed personality, romantic relationship quality and happiness questionnaires.  Results showed that personality accounted for 47% of the variance in happiness and romantic relationship quality accounted for an additional 3% of the variance while taking personality into account. Findings suggest that romantic relationships have the potential to modify the set point for happiness. Results also showed that certain personality variables (e.g., agreeableness) were related to the overall quality of romantic relationships.
Pictorial Representations of Social Relationships:  “Social Autographs” Generated by Insiders through Hand and Computer Drawings  Saturday, 8:30-10am (Poster Session 2)
The present study explores theoretical and methodological questions of visual (iconic) representations of self-other relationships generated through the social autograph technique. It contrasts the hand and computer visualizations of social relationships produced by insiders.  Previous studies used pictorial (sociograms, networks, IOS, pictures) representations of social relationships generated or selected by the expert. There are techniques that stimulate the participants to generate their own pictorial representations such as the technique of “lay out” (Hargreaves), self-representations of relationships by adolescents (Pipp, Shaver, Jennings, Lamborn, & Fischer). To the later category belongs also the technique of the social autograph (Mamali) that stimulates the insiders to generate contextual pictorial representations of the social relationships. The main theoretical and methodological ramifications of the contextual pictorial representations of social relationships produced by the insiders who used hand drawings versus computer drawings are discussed based on empirical findings on 6 groups (between 12 and 28 members each).
Positive Self-Disclosure: What Do We Talk About, to Whom, and Why?  Sunday, 4:50-6:20pm (Poster Session 3)
The purpose of this study was to examine positive self-disclosure including the topics people talk about, to whom they disclose, and why.  Participants were 418 college students recruited through convenience sampling at two East Coast Universities.  A positive self-disclosure questionnaire (Ford, 2005) was used to collect narratives about personal positive experiences, information about who was told, and reasons for and against divulging this information.  Taxonomies of topics and reasons for disclosure and nondisclosure were established and some of these topics and reasons were identified as a significant function of type of personal relationship (i.e., mother, father, same-sex friend, dating partner).
Predicting Entry into Social Situations  Sunday, 4:50-6:20pm (Poster Session 3)
Individuals deliberately choose to engage in some social situations and to avoid others.  We propose a distinction between two types of social situations: diagnostic situations, which provide information about one’s social standing, and non-diagnostic situations, which do not provide such information.  We suggest that two factors predict individuals’ entry into diagnostic and non-diagnostic situations: (1) their own anticipated tolerance of negative feedback, and (2) their expectation of receiving positive or negative feedback.  We also discuss characteristics of the individual and the environment that influence people’s anticipated tolerance of negative feedback and/or their expectation of receiving positive or negative feedback, and in turn, predict their entry into diagnostic and non-diagnostic situations.  These characteristics include individual differences (e.g., arousal-seeking, optimism and pessimism, and perceived partner responsiveness) and situational differences (e.g., social support and stress).  Future directions for research on situational choice are discussed.
Predicting Relationship Satisfaction among Caucasians and Asians: Equity and Attachment Perspectives  Saturday, 8:30-10am (Poster Session 2)
We examined how equity, attachment, self-construal, and individualism/collectivism would predict relationship satisfaction among Caucasians and Asians in Canada. Two hundred and fifty six university students completed a questionnaire. Independent-sample t-tests showed predicted cultural differences for independent self-construal, horizontal individualism, and vertical collectivism. However, Asians and Caucasians did not differ on interdependent self-construal, vertical individualism, and horizontal collectivism. Asians reported less equity in their relationship than Caucasians, and inequity negatively predicted satisfaction for Asians, but not for Caucasians. Receiving more benefits relative to contributions was important for satisfaction for both ethnicities, but more so for Caucasians. In terms of attachment style, avoidance was negatively related to relationship satisfaction for both ethnicities. However, Asians reported higher avoidance than Caucasians, and the relation between avoidance and satisfaction was stronger for Asians than Caucasians. Asians also reported higher anxiety than Caucasians, while anxiety was a significant predictor of satisfaction only for Caucasians.
Predicting Relationship Satisfaction: Not All the Usual Suspects  Saturday, 8:30-10am (Poster Session 2)
We expanded the study of partner respect in romantic relationships by examining correlations between the recently-developed Respect Toward Partner Scale (Hendrick & Hendrick, 2006) and several relational variables.  Some 386 participants (66% women and 34% men), approximately a third of whom were non-European American, completed a variety of well-validated measures.  These measures assessed constructs such as love attitudes, self-disclosure respect, general social support, social support from partner, and relationship satisfaction.  Gender differences were minimal and consistent with previous research.  Multiple regression analyses assessing the strongest predictors of relationship satisfaction found that passionate love, respect toward partner, and perceived social support from partner were all strong predictors of relationship satisfaction, with the full model accounting for 62% of the variance in satisfaction. Partner social support was a surprisingly important predictor, and the implications of this finding for both future research and clinical work with romantic couples are discussed.

Quality of Care during Childhood, Attachment Style to a Partner and Abusive Relationships in Early Adulthood  Saturday, 8:30-10am (Poster Session 2)
The present investigation refers to the experiences of care during childhood with parents and attachment dimensions and abusive experiences to a partner in early adulthood. It shows particularly, the association between the quality of the experiences during childhood with parents with anxiety attachment and abusive experiences. Attachment style, specifically avoidance is associated with relationship type and length; anxiety associated to abuse and avoidance to negotiation. Psychological aggression is the most prevalent type of abuse and injury the least prevalent.

Perpetration of assault is predicted by the quality of experiences with father and sexual coercion victimization by the experience with the mother during childhood, while avoidance is the main predictor of negotiation. Understanding the role of significant relationships with parents during childhood in the interpersonal functioning with the partner in terms of internal representations or attachment dimensions and experience of abuse and negotiation may lead to define strategies to ameliorate violence in romantic relationships.

Reasons for Hooking Up: Personal, Social, Relational, and (Of Course) Sexual Goals  Saturday, 8:30-10am (Poster Session 2)
The term “hookup” describes a variety of sexual encounters that occur outside dating or committed relationships. Although research suggests that hookups are a prevalent form of interaction among adolescents and college students, they remain an understudied phenomenon. One unknown aspect of hookups is individuals’ motivations for engaging in these interactions. While popular literature assumes that individuals hook up purely to pursue sexual motives, scholarly evidence suggests that people may have other personal, social, and relational goals in these interactions. This study will use the goals framework from other early relational contexts (such as first dates) to examine individuals’ goals in hookups.
Relational Expectations of Cohabiting Couples Compared to Married Couples  Saturday, 8:30-10am (Poster Session 2)
Using data from 74 undergraduates (54% Women, 46% Men), we examined relational expectations held toward married and cohabiting individuals. Our findings indicated that for almost all relational expectations, the social norms for marriage and cohabiting are quite similar. Fundamentally, this research contributes to the debate on the distinctions between marriage and cohabitation.
Relational Goal Pursuit Theory and Its Relations with Relational Entitlement and Proprietariness Belief System  Friday, 4:50-6:20pm (Poster Session 1)
Relational goal pursuit theory predicts that jilted romantic partners will experience a cascade of rumination, emotional flooding, goal persistence, and self-efficacy processes that fuel their ongoing unwanted harassment of an ex-partner. An online survey of 337 college students examined whether such processes were systematically related to attitudes and beliefs of relational entitlement and proprietariness (REP), in particular among those who have been jilted. A survey of 337 college students assessing these constructs correctly classified 58% of relationship status (I wanted out, partner wanted out, both wanted out), and as much as 28% of REP could be accounted for by the relational goal pursuit variables. Implications for further validation of the relational goal pursuit theory and the construct of relational entitlement and proprietariness are explored.
Relational-Interdependent Self-Construal and the Use of Routine and Strategic Behaviors to Maintain Romantic Relationships  Saturday, 8:30-10am (Poster Session 2)
In two studies, the degree to which individuals with relational-interdependent self-construal engaged in routine and strategic relationship maintenance behaviors was investigated. The first study found that in a community sample of adults in romantic relationships, relational-interdependent self-construal was positively associated with engaging in relationship maintenance behaviors both strategically and routinely. Routine, but not strategic, relationship maintenance behaviors partially mediated the association between interpersonal self-construal and relationship satisfaction. In the second study, participants were experimentally primed with either an independent or interdependent self-construal. Individuals who were primed with an interdependent self-construal reported that they would engage in more strategic maintenance behaviors than did individuals who were primed with an independent self-construal. These results are discussed in terms of theoretical and practical implications for maintaining romantic relationships.
Relational-Interdependent Self-Construal as a Predictor of Relationship Quality: Mediating Roles of One’s Own Behaviors and the Fulfillment of Friendship Functions  Sunday, 4:50-6:20pm (Poster Session 3)
Relational-interdependent self-construal (RISC) is the degree to which individuals include relationships into their self-definition (Cross, Bacon, & Morris, 2000). This individual difference variable influences relationship behaviors, relationship cognitions, and relationship quality. We extended past RISC research by observing its influence on relationship supportive behaviors, the fulfillment of friendship functions, and expanding the relationship quality measures tested. Using structural equation modeling, we tested these relations among same- and cross-sex friendships. Among 253 participants, higher RISC was related to higher levels of relationship supportive behaviors, friendship function fulfillment, and relationship quality. Additionally, relationship supportive behaviors mediated the RISC – friendship function relation and RISC – relationship quality relation. Finally, friendship functions partially mediated the relationship supportive behaviors – relationship quality relation. On the whole when examining gender differences, women reported more fulfillments of their friendship functions than men reported and especially in the same-sex dyads. Implications in addition to future directions are discussed further.
Relationship Ambivalence and Conflict Resolution in Overweight versus Mixed-weight Couples  Saturday, 8:30-10am (Poster Session 2)
Marital quality and physical health are strongly linked, yet research on marriage and obesity remains scant and contradictory. The present study tests the hypothesis that the impact of overweight status on marital relationships depends upon whether both partners are overweight or only one is. Twenty-six married individuals completed self reports of their own and partner’s height and weight, their eating habits, relationship ambivalence, and positive and negative conflict outcomes. As predicted, overweight individuals with overweight partners reported eating together more often than other couples, perhaps reflecting the role of eating as a shared enjoyment. In addition, joint-overweight couples did not differ from normal-weight ones in relationship quality. In contrast, individuals in mixed-weight couples reported more relationship ambivalence and worse conflict outcomes than other couples. These results suggest that being heavy together may fulfill relationship maintenance functions, while being heavy in a mixed-weight couple may be a source of relationship discord.
Relationship Functioning, Self-Esteem and Perceived Severity of Threat of Transgressions in Romantic Relationships  Friday, 4:50-6:20pm (Poster Session 1)
The present study sought to examine how relationship satisfaction and trait self-esteem influence perceptions of transgressions.  Eighty-eight victims of transgressions, who were in a relationship for a minimum of three months, retrospectively described three relationship transgressions and assessed their feelings after the events took place.  Results found that relationship satisfaction moderated the relationship between self-esteem and the victims’ perceptions of the severity of threat the transgression posed to the relationship.  These findings highlight the important influence of self-esteem on victims’ perceptions of relationship functioning and partner-initiated transgressions.
Relationship Issues at the End of Life  Saturday, 8:30-10am (Poster Session 2)
At the end of life, everything drops away except that which is most important: for many people, if not most, it is the relationships that have made up their lives.  As death approaches, relationship issues that have developed throughout people’s lifetimes may be magnified and examined more closely for reflection and consideration.  What is important relationally at the end of life can be identified by the messages conveyed during final conversations. The five primary themes that emerge in final conversations are love, identity, religion/spirituality, everyday activities, and difficult relationship issues. The purpose of this poster paper is to briefly describe these five message types.
Relationship of Social Constraints in Talking about Diabetes to Significant Others and Diabetes Self-Care: A Social-Cognitive Perspective  Saturday, 8:30-10am (Poster Session 2)
This study examined the relationship between social constraints (difficulties in talking with significant others about diabetes-related issues) and self-care activities in managing diabetes. Participants were 82 individuals who self-identified as having diabetes. Results from an online survey indicated that higher social constraints were associated with lower adherence to certain self-care activities (general diet and exercise). These relationships were mediated by lower self-efficacy to perform diabetes self-care and by higher negative mood states. Social constraints were also associated with increased thought intrusions associated with diabetes via the mediating mechanism of negative mood states. Body Mass Index (BMI) also moderated the effects of social constraints on self-care activities. Among individuals with low, compared to high BMI scores, social constraints were negatively related to self-care activities. The results are consistent with Lepore’s (2001) social-cognitive model asserting that social constraints are a barrier to cognitive and emotional processing of stressful events.
Respect Makes a Difference  Saturday, 8:30-10am (Poster Session 2)
Gottman (1994) claimed that couples want both love and respect from marriage.    Respect is linguistically ubiquitous but has little scientific literature.  We had male and female college students read a scenario about “John and Linda,” a dating couple who served in a psychology experiment during which they rated their respect for each other.   The design was a 2 (gender) x 2 (John or Linda) x 2 (high/low respect) factorial.  Participants were asked to: (a) take the viewpoint of John or Linda and complete several relationship scales, and (b) rate John or Linda from their own viewpoint.  The results confirmed Gottman’s assertion.  The respect main effect was significant for 15 of 18 variables.  A high vs. low respected partner garnered more favorable ratings (of John or Linda).  Results suggest that respect is an implicit part of the meaning of a close relationship.
Responding to Other’s Emotions: When Does Expression of Irritation Lead to Approach?  Sunday, 4:50-6:20pm (Poster Session 3)
The study examined how an individual’s response toward an interactant expressing irritation is influenced by the individual’s attachment style and expected relationship type with that interactant. Participants read an information sheet ostensibly completed by others who varied in the level of irritation expressed. Afterwards they rated each person’s likeability, and their willingness to become friends with, and desire to interact with them. Ratings of likeability for the person expressing irritation were higher in the communal condition than in the non-communal condition. Willingness to become friends with and desire to interact that person were also higher in the communal condition, but only for those who were low in anxious attachment. These results provide preliminary support that secure attachment style and desire for communal relationship influence one’s response to an interactant’s expression of irritation.
Responsiveness to Change: How Well Can We Detect Change in Relationships Over Time?  Friday, 4:50-6:20pm (Poster Session 1)
Three studies systematically examined the responsiveness of the Dyadic Adjustment Scale (DAS; Spanier, 1976), the Marital Adjustment Test (MAT, Locke & Wallace, 1959) and the Couples Satisfaction Index (CSI, Funk & Rogge, 2007).  Study 1 examined the responsiveness of these scales to global reports of change in relationship satisfaction over 1-week intervals in a sample of 263 online respondents.  Effect sizes for detecting differences between global-change groups suggested that the CSI scales offered notably greater power for detecting both improvement and deterioration over 1 week.  Studies 2 and 3 extended these results to 1 and 2-month intervals with samples of 104 and 260 respondents respectively, continuing to favour the CSI scales for detecting mild deterioration.  Minimal Detectible Change estimates from all three studies suggested that the 32-item DAS and CSI scales offered the greatest power for detecting reliable individual change, outperforming scales with fewer items.
Revise the Measurement of Social Support from the "Social Network Analysis" Viewpoint  Sunday, 4:50-6:20pm (Poster Session 3)
One classical approach to measure social support is using social support content/function as a conceptual construct, measured by Likert-type items, and supposed that the higher the scores mean, the more supportive the relation is. One example is Harris et al. (2001) study, which apply this approach to indicate that social support positively affect the tenure of female workers. In another classical approach, researchers surveyed different functions, such as instrumental function of different relationships, and counted the network size as the value of social support (for example, Bost et al., 1998). The second approach integrated functions of different relationships into the first approach, so that with whom the subject builds what kind of social support can be analyzed. Those researches neglect the directions in relations (ego to alter, and alter to ego), which is important in interpersonal relationship. Therefore, we utilize Social Network Analysis to revise the measurement of social support, and demonstrate the moderating effect of social support in the case that directions of supportive relations are considered.
Revisiting Tucker’s (1966) Approach to Determining Growth Curves  Sunday, 4:50-6:20pm (Poster Session 3)
As researchers begin asking more complicated questions regarding the shape and rate of various aspects of development, methods to answer these questions need to be developed for the field to advance. In some cases, researchers have an idea regarding the “shape” of growth in a particular area; in these cases, models used to describe and explain such growth should reflect the theoretical form. However, some processes cannot be defined by preexisting functional forms (e.g., relationship commitment) and methods to describe change in these cases need further development (e.g., Tucker, 1966). Additionally, researchers are interested not only in individual differences in change in specific variables, but also in how the characteristics of change in different variables or individuals are related. Although methods for addressing simultaneous development have been advanced (e.g., Blozis, 2004), more work is necessary as the underlying growth models become more complicated. We present results from efforts to refine methods that “find” underlying functional forms in development, while taking interdependence of couple members into account.
Romantic Attachment, Dyadic Empathy, and Relationship Quality: A Dyadic Approach  Saturday, 8:30-10am (Poster Session 2)
The mediating role that dyadic empathy (empathy toward the partner) might play in the relationship linking attachment and relationship quality was examined. A sample of 102 heterosexual couples completed the Experiences in Close Relationships (Brennan et al., 1998), Interpersonal Reactivity Index for Couples (Péloquin & Lafontaine, 2005), and Dyadic Adjustment Scale (Spanier, 1976). Anxiety and avoidance in women predicted lower empathy toward their partner, which was then related to lower relationship quality in their partner. Anxiety and avoidance in women were also linked to them perceiving their partner as less empathic. Such perception then led women to evaluate their relationship more negatively. In men, their perception of their partner’s empathy also mediated the relationship between attachment and relationship quality but for avoidance only. Findings are consistent with the literature on attachment, empathy, and relationship quality. Future research should aim to understand how such mechanism relates to relationship maintenance or separation.
Romantic Expressions of Valentine’s Day Cards: Genuine Emotion or Social Influence Tactic?  Friday, 4:50-6:20pm (Poster Session 1)
This study examined the extent to which people’s choices of particular Valentine’s Day cards to give their partners reflect the degree to which the card expresses their true feelings about their partner versus the degree to which they expect that the card will elicit certain positive, affectionate reactions. In the two weeks prior to Valentine’s Day, 118 participants (78 men, 40 women) provided personality and relationship information, and rated each of 10 cards with respect to the likelihood of giving the card, how accurately it expressed their feelings, and the degree to which it would elicit affectionate partner behaviours. Results indicated that although participants’ choices of cards partly reflected how they felt about their partners, they also chose cards that would result in positive partner behaviours toward them. Furthermore, these findings were moderated by participants’ gender, love styles, and relationship beliefs.
Romantic Relationships on the Internet: Cultural Background and Personality Influences on Users’ Attitudes  Friday, 4:50-6:20pm (Poster Session 1)
The emergence of the internet as an electronic medium of communication, has brought tremendous changes in how people attempt to form relationships with others, looking for new friends or searching for a romantic partner. A number of studies attempted to explore a variety of factors that attract people to develop online love relationships. The present study was aimed to investigate to what extent the attitudes of Internet users towards finding love online are influenced by their cultural background and personality characteristics.To this end, 360 university students, from six different nations in both Europe and Asia participated in the study. They were recruited at the Institute of international students  (University of Aechen, Germany), and answered a questionnaire to measure their attitudes, the Self-Esteem Scale, and the ECR. All the questionnaires were available in Italian, Spanish and German languages. The results suggest that Internet users’ cultural backgrounds should be better analysed in future studies.
Seeking and Providing Social Support: The Impact of Attachment Style, Relationship Competence, and Perceptions of Partner  Sunday, 4:50-6:20pm (Poster Session 3)
Individuals in intimate relationships were randomly assigned to complete measures of support seeking or support provision concerning a recent serious problem (not relationship related). They also completed measures of attachment style, relationship competence, and perceptions of the partners’ attachment and relationship competence. Avoidant attachment style predicted less direct and more indirect support seeking and less approach support provision. Anxious attachment predicted more indirect support seeking and more approach support provision. Anxious attachment also interacted with partner perceptions.  While perceptions of partner secure attachment and competence were positively related to direct support seeking, this was greater for low anxious than for high anxious. The relationship between partner perceptions of secure attachment and competence was negative for low anxious but somewhat positive for high anxious participants. Results inform the relationship between attachment style and the social support process.
Sexual Health Messages for Women Who Have Sex with Women: Trends and Implications for Sexual Talk  Sunday, 4:50-6:20pm (Poster Session 3)
While much attention has been paid to sexual risk and negotiation of sexual risk reducing behaviors between women and their male partners (e.g., Sheeran, Abraham & Orbell, 1999), little research has examined sexual health communication aimed at or engaged in by women who have sex with women (WSW) (Bailey, Farquhar, & Mangtani, 2004; Feathers, Marks, Mindel, & Estcourt, 2000). This study presents a qualitative content analysis of sexual education books, websites, and magazines directed toward women who have sex with women. Because previous research on women and sexual risk reducing behaviors has show that relational factors, such as trust and partner face-saving, have been influential on safer sex behavior negotiation (Civic, 2000; Williams et al., 1992), the identity, self-disclosure, and relational consequences aspects of WSW sexual health messages were examined in addition to the medical and sexual practice information of the messages
Social Influence and Attraction to Interracial Romantic Relationships  Sunday, 4:50-6:20pm (Poster Session 3)
We examined the effect of peer influence on attraction to both same and different race romantic targets. In this experiment, White, heterosexual participants rated their physical attraction to several prospective opposite sex targets (some Black, some White) depicted in a series of photographs. Prior to rating each photo, participants were given artificial social comparison information (positive, negative, or none) from supposed peers. In reality, all photographs were found to be of equivalent attractiveness in a pilot study. Results indicated that when participants received positive social comparison information (i.e., when they believed their peers found the target attractive), participants reported greater attraction to the photographs than when they received negative social comparison information (i.e., when they believed their peers found the target unattractive). This effect held for both same and different race targets, although it appeared to be somewhat weaker for those targets of a different race.
Social Network Members’ Approval or Disapproval for Romantic Relationships, Network Members Supportive Behaviour and Encouragement of Relationship Maintenance  Sunday, 4:50-6:20pm (Poster Session 3)
Social network members’ approval or disapproval for a romantic relationship predicts longevity of that romantic relationship. Network members who approve of a relationship may engage in behaviours that are beneficial for the relationship, including performing supportive or not supportive behaviours toward the relationship or encouraging the performance of relationship maintaining behaviours. To test the association of social network approval with behaviours that benefit the relationship, participants from psychology class answered questions regarding a friend’s romantic relationship. Participants indicated their approval or disapproval of their friend’s relationship, the extent to which they performed supportive or unsupportive behaviours for their friend’s relationship and whether they encourage their friend to engage in relationship-maintaining behaviours. Regression analyses supported the hypotheses, indicating that social network members who indicated more approval for the romantic relationship were more likely to encourage relationship-maintaining behaviours, perform relationship supporting behaviours and less likely to perform non-supporting behaviours.
Social Support Networks of Native Whites and Foreign-Born Immigrants  Friday, 4:50-6:20pm (Poster Session 1)
I used data from the Multi-City Study of Urban Inequality to compare the support networks of immigrants from Puerto Rico and the Dominican Republic to those of white natives.  I predicted that Puerto Rican immigrants would have larger and more racially diverse social support networks than immigrants from the Dominican Republic and that non-immigrant whites would have better outcomes than both immigrant groups.  As predicted, Puerto Ricans often fared better in these network characteristics than Dominican immigrants.  Whites were more likely to have a social support network and to have larger networks.  However, Puerto Ricans were more likely to have more racially diverse networks than Dominicans and whites.  These group differences existed even after controlling for income, level of education, length of time living in the U.S., and the number of adults in the household.
Social Support, Social Control, and Social Capital: Relational Implications and Considerations  Friday, 4:50-6:20pm (Poster Session 1)
While social support and social control share many similarities, they are often studied under different frames and without much regard to their overlapping qualities. This paper explores the similarities and differences between the broad notions of social support and social control by 1) sorting through competing models of social support and social control to call into question the essential elements of each concept; 2) investigating how those elements relate to each other ontologically and epistemologically; and 3) calling into question why the two are so seldom used together for relationships research. In doing so, the paper opens up questions regarding how social capital intersects both concepts and how conceptualizations of social capital may hold answers to differences in conceptualization between social support and social control.
Spirituality in the Sexual Lives of Same-Sex Couples  Friday, 4:50-6:20pm (Poster Session 1)
Spirituality and religion are associated, but the nature of the assumptions differ, suggesting that for individuals who identify as gay or lesbian, spirituality might take the place of organized religion. Spirituality may influence individual perceptions of ideas negatively viewed by religion such as lust, passion and sexual desire, sexual behavior and satisfaction derived from sexual interactions, particularly for those individuals whose relationships are not sanctioned by organized religion. This paper examined the influence of spirituality on moral assessments of sexuality, sexual behavior, and sexual satisfaction in same-sex couples. Results indicate that religion and spirituality are different and may influence individuals differently in regards to their sexual lives. Specifically, there was a direct link between spirituality and moral judgments; there was not a direct link between spirituality and sexual behaviors and sexual satisfaction.
Stages of Change and Advice Perception  Sunday, 4:50-6:20pm (Poster Session 3)
Though people frequently ask others for advice, they may not actually be ready to accept the advice, or even want to hear what the advice giver has to say. This study examines the relationships between the Prochaska’s ( Prochaska & DiClemente, 1992) stages of change and the receptiveness to advice, as well as the relationship between stages of change and advice perception. Using a sample of 222 students in a large southern university, results indicated that precontemplation stage of change was negatively related to receptiveness, usefulness, message quality, and intention to implementation. On the other hand, the contemplation and action stages of change were positively related to these variables. Furthermore, advice seekers’ receptiveness mediated the effects of being in the different stages of change on the evaluation of message quality. These results support that each stage of change has different characteristics, and that receptiveness plays a mediating role in perceived message quality.
Student Satisfaction with Varying Levels of Parent Involvement in Higher Education  Friday, 4:50-6:20pm (Poster Session 1)
Significant media coverage in the past seven years has been devoted to a new phenomenon in parent-child relations termed, ‘helicopter parenting’ which is loosely described as the intense micromanagement of college students’ lives resulting in decreased autonomy and development.  Unfortunately, no empirical attention has been given to the range of parent involvement behaviors in college and how they may vary by student population.  Data from the 2006 University of California Undergraduate Experience Survey’s (UCUES) Core Items and Student Development Module will be used to examine the association between select college student demographic characteristics, engagement with parents, and their desire to have parents more, less, or equally involved in their college experiences.  The three logistic models will be conducted to capture the relative contribution of such variables as social class, ethnicity, frequency of parental contact, and parental involvement in academic activities to college students’ satisfaction with parent involvement
Taking a Closer Look at Inclusion of Other in the Self with Morphed Faces  Saturday, 8:30-10am (Poster Session 2)
Inclusion of other in the self (Aron & Aron, 1986), or overlap of self and other mental representations, has been found in cognitive tasks involving traits (e.g., source memory confusions, Mashek et al., 2003). This study explored whether confusions between the self and a close other extend to face perception. 23 female undergraduates viewed 1512 morphed images of self, a friend (close familiar), and a celebrity (non-close familiar). Images were systematically overlapped in 5% increments. As predicted, it took respondents longer to distinguish between self and friends than between self and celebrity or friend and celebrity.  Thus, closeness was apparent at the implicit behavioral level, as assessed by reaction times, in relation to making perception distinctions. Implications for close relationship cognition are discussed.
The Accuracy of Recalling Relationship Quality after Dissolution: A Memory Bias Perspective.  Friday, 4:50-6:20pm (Poster Session 1)
Given that most people date numerous romantic partners during adolescence and young adulthood, revising one’s cognition and behavior across relationships is an important developmental task. Failure to accurately recognize toxic costs and helpful benefits from previous relationships may preclude accurate revision of relationship beliefs and behaviors for future relationships. Previous data suggest that memory bias occurs when evaluating ongoing relationships including the tendency to exaggerate a partner’s positive attributes while minimizing the partner’s faults and inaccurately inflating the quality of previous points in ongoing relationships. Although evidence suggests that people may inaccurately recall previous points in ongoing relationships, there is no research to date on the accuracy of recall in the context of relationship dissolution. The current research seeks to test the presence a of memory bias in a post break-up sample and to assess what characteristics are associated with this memory bias.
The Balance of Work in the Initiation of Relationships  Friday, 4:50-6:20pm (Poster Session 1)
The initiation stage of relationships has been a relatively neglected topic.  With several data sets that included a question about who initiated the relationship, we examine the degree to which relationship initiation is perceived to be mutual vs. non-mutual and the factors associated with being the one who does more of the work to initiate the relationship.  Preliminary results with one of the data sets (N = 373 young adults) indicate that the work of relationship initiation is more likely to be non-mutual than mutual.  Greater likelihood of doing the work of relationship initiation is associated with a secure attachment style (particularly as compared to an avoidant attachment style) and being perceived as the one more attracted at the time. Several other research questions will be addressed, including the degree to which partners agree about who initiated the relationship and how balance of initiation is associated with other relationship outcomes.
The Content of Relational Uncertainty within Marriage  Saturday, 8:30-10am (Poster Session 2)
Two studies were conducted to examine relational uncertainty within marriage. Study 1 gathered open-ended data from 85 individuals to identify issues spouses are unsure about. Findings indicated 12 content areas, including uncertainty about children, communication, career issues, finances, health, commitment, extended family, sex, retirement, religious beliefs, leisure time, and household chores (RQ1). Only the commitment theme paralleled the doubts salient in dating relationships (RQ2). Study 2 surveyed 125 couples to develop self-report measures of the themes. Hierarchical linear modeling results revealed negative associations between relational uncertainty and marital quality (RQ3, RQ5). The self source (RQ4) and the communication and sex themes (RQ6) were the strongest predictors of marital quality. These findings shed light on the nuances of relational uncertainty within marriage.
The Convergence Communication Scale (CCS): Development and Evaluation of an Interpersonal Submission Assessment  Sunday, 4:50-6:20pm (Poster Session 3)
A rational-theoretical approach to scale development was employed using individual interviews, observational notes, and quantitative instrument development procedures to develop and evaluate a scale to measure convergence communication in interpersonal relationships. Convergence communication reflects a communication pattern of uncritical acceptance of or submission to a dominant partner’s point of view, with the submissive partner appropriating the social meanings of the dominant partner. The resulting 38-item Convergence Communication Scale (CCS) was developed and tested for internal consistency and construct validity. In a two-phase study, the scale was validated and tested across two samples (phase 1, n = 367; phase 2, n = 373). This paper will discuss the procedures used in the development and testing of this scale, along with a discussion of the relationship of convergence communication with the variables of depression, differentiation-of-self, and learned helplessness.
The Effectiveness of Daily Spousal Support: A Diary Study  Friday, 4:50-6:20pm (Poster Session 1)
Spousal support is extensively studied because of its beneficial effect on individual and relationship outcomes. However, the provision of social support is not always beneficial for the recipient. More specifically, the provision of so-called “unskillful” support within marital relationships can increase feelings of incompetence, dependence and indebtedness. Therefore, it is considered of importance to investigate factors that contribute to skillful and effective spousal support. The primary goal of this research was to explore the impact of several characteristics of support provision (i.e., timing, matching, visibility, directness and equity) on its effectiveness. Therefore, a two-week diary study was conducted in which 146 partners of 73 married couples were asked to report on the provision and effectiveness of daily support within their marriage. The results will be discussed in light of existing theory and research on social support.
The Effects of Motivated Sacrifice on Relationship Quality  Friday, 4:50-6:20pm (Poster Session 1)
Individuals often sacrifice immediate self-interests in order to promote the well-being of the partner or relationship; however, they may be differentially motivated to do so.  The current study sought to examine the effect of approach and avoidance motives for sacrificial behavior and subsequent relationship quality.  Results indicated that approach motives for sacrifice were associated with greater relationship satisfaction and commitment, whereas avoidance motives for sacrifice were not related to relationship satisfaction or commitment.  Furthermore, chronic approach and avoidance orientations were unrelated to individuals’ sacrificial behavior and relationship quality.  Implications of the research will be discussed.
The Effects of Visual Primes on Daters’ Relationship Satisfaction  Sunday, 4:50-6:20pm (Poster Session 3)
The purpose of this experiment was to determine the effect of priming on ratings of relationship satisfaction. We hypothesized that even a simple visual prime would impact individuals’ ratings of satisfaction in their romantic relationships. Ninety-two college students completed satisfaction questionnaires that differed according to the priming condition. The priming consisted of a picture of either a happy couple (positive), an arguing couple (negative) or no image (control) on the cover page of the questionnaire. Statistical analyses indicated significant main effects for priming condition and gender. Participants in the positive priming condition (M = 4.26, SD = .48) reported greater relationship satisfaction than participants in the negative priming condition (M = 3.82, SD = .66; p < .05). The main effect for gender indicated that women (M = 4.25, SD = .57) rated their relationships as being more satisfying relative to men (M = 3.92, SD = .59; p < .05). Our hypothesis was supported, suggesting that relationship satisfaction can be influenced by even a simple prime.
The Impact of Positive and Negative Affect on Creativity and Avoidance in Interpersonal Problem Solving for People at Risk for Generalized Anxiety Disorder  Friday, 4:50-6:20pm (Poster Session 1)
Generalized Anxiety Disorder is linked to a host of interpersonal difficulties that are thought to be caused by maladaptive social cognitions and interpersonal behaviors.  Investigating the ways in which those with anxiety disorders can change negative interpersonal patterns that only exacerbate their symptoms is an important area of research.  Basic science findings from laboratory studies have found that positive affect can enhance creativity and negative affect can lead to fight-or-flight approaches to problem solving, however these affect and social cognition findings have rarely been applied to psychopathology and close relationships. The purpose of the current study is investigate the impact of negative and positive affect on interpersonal problem-solving and behaviors in a sample at risk for Generalized Anxiety Disorder. Results indicated that participants in the positive affect condition engaged in more creative problem-solving, whereas those in the negative affect condition engaged in more avoidant problem-solving assessed one week later.
The Importance of Family Relationships: Addiction Behaviours in Adolescents  Friday, 4:50-6:20pm (Poster Session 1)
This study describes a research on 120 families with an adolescent child, interviewed through the Shorter Promis Questionnaire and the Faces III: the first instrument were given to adolescents during school hours, the second one were given both to the same adolescents, and to their parents in order to study the family functioning. The aim of this work is to verify the influence of the family relationships on the same adolescents about their addiction behaviours. We made the statistic analysis multiple regression using the family dimensions obtained through the Faces III like predictors, and the dimensions extracted form the Shorter through the Principal Components Analysis (ACP), made on scores of the scale instrument, like criteria. The results of the research demonstrate that family functioning predicts the addiction behaviours of adolecents.
The Influence of Parental Romantic Relationships on Students’ Attitudes about Romantic Relationships  Sunday, 4:50-6:20pm (Poster Session 3)
Some factors identified as predictive of divorce include premarital cohabitation, religion, attitude similarity, and communication.  This study examined college students’ attitudes about these factors and whether they differed based on their perceptions of their parents’ romantic relationships or marital status. It was hypothesized that students’ who reported a positive influence from their parents’ relationships (or an intact home) would be less likely to have attitudes linked to divorce than those who reported a negative influence.  Participants in this study reported attitudes that were linked to divorce. In addition, participants from intact homes were significantly less likely to have favorable attitudes toward cohabitation than those from non-intact homes. No other significant effects were found. It is hypothesized that the similarity in attitudes is due to the common exposure to media. A follow-up study on the influence of the media on relationship beliefs is being conducted and findings will be discussed.
The Interplay between Interparental Conflict, Parenting Behavior, and Adjustment during Middle Childhood in Turkey  Sunday, 4:50-6:20pm (Poster Session 3)
We investigated a model in which four specific parenting behaviors (warmth, rejection, intrusion/love withdrawal, and quilt induction) mediate the link between interparental conflict and child adjustment including academic self-conceptions and psychological problems. Forth and fifth grade students and their parents (N = 560) in Turkey responded to the measures of interparental conflicts, parenting behaviors, academic self-conceptions, and psychological problems. Results revealed that interparental conflict reported by parents and children were moderately associated and they were significantly linked with child perceived parenting behaviors and outcome variables. Testing of mediated model using latent modeling revealed that parenting variables, especially emotional warmth and intrusion, mediated the link between child-reported interparental conflict and academic self-concept. As compared to other parenting behaviors, guilt induction had weak or no effects on reported outcome variables. Findings were discussed considering the past research conducted in Western cultures and the implications for Turkish family context.
The Masculine Gender Role Stress Scale: Conclusions from Polish Studies  Sunday, 4:50-6:20pm (Poster Session 3)
At the base of the gender role stress concept lies the assumption, that women and men adapt to the social roles, consistent with feminine and masculine ideologies, which are imposed on them by the society. The authors of this presentation decided to verify the masculine gender role stress model on the Polish population. 744 randomly chosen people took part in the study – 370 women and 374 men. The studies were conducted in a correlation paradigm. Participants filled out the Masculine Gender Role Stress (Eisler & Skidmore,1987; Eisler,1995). 152 randomly chosen men were also given O’Neil’s Gender Role Conflict Scale (O’Neil et al.,1995) to fill out. The studies show that the five-factor masculine stress model is justified. All subscales manifest a satisfactory level of reliability. Men display higher stress connected with “Physical Inadequacy”, while women scored higher in the “Intellectual Inferiority” and “Performance Failure” subscales. According to the assumptions the MGRS and GRCS scales are significantly correlated.
The Meta-Analytic Structure of Love  Saturday, 8:30-10am (Poster Session 2)
The present study attempts to identify the higher-order factors underlying the most popular measures of romantic love in use today by using meta-analytic factor analysis.  A total of 264 studies utilizing any of the following measures were examined: Rubin’s (1970) Loving and Liking Scales, the Love Attitudes Scale (Hendrick & Hendrick, 1986), the Love Attitude Scale, Short-Form (Hendrick, Hendrick, & Dicke, 1998), the Passionate Love Scale (Hatfield & Sprecher, 1986), the Triangular Love Scale (Sternberg, 1997), and the Inclusion of Other in the Self Scale (Aron, Aron, & Smollan, 1992).  The reported correlations between these measures were aggregated across studies to form a meta-analytic correlation matrix.  This correlation matrix was then factor-analyzed to identify the common factors underlying the measures of love.  The relations between these factors, relationship length, and relationship quality were likewise considered.  The results suggest the components of romantic love that are held in common across theories.
The Prediction of Young Athletes’ Physical Self from Perceptions of Relationships with Parents and Coaches  Sunday, 4:50-6:20pm (Poster Session 3)
Adolescent and young adult athletes completed self-report instruments that measure perceptions of both the quality of the coach-athlete and parent-child/athlete relationships, as well as dimensions of sport competence related to skill development, body shape, physiology, mental readiness, and overall performance.  Hierarchical regression analyses demonstrated that: (a)  Higher levels of perceptions of competence in terms of skill development and body shape were predicted by the significance athletes’ assigned to both the coach-athlete and parent-child/athlete relationships; (b) higher levels of athletes’ perceptions of sport competence in terms of physiology, mental readiness, and overall performance were also predicted by the significance of the relationship with the coach but not with the parent; and (c) lower levels of perceptions of sport competence in terms of physiology and overall performance were predicted by conflict in the coach-athlete relationship.  Overall, the study suggest that coaches and parents together can influence the developing athlete’s physical self.
The Relationship between Deceptive Self-Presentation and Commitment in Interpersonal Relationships  Sunday, 4:50-6:20pm (Poster Session 3)
As individuals establish and maintain romantic relationships, they frequently portray themselves in a positive light, using self-presentations that may involve deceptive statements (Rowatt, Cunningham, & Druen, 1999). Given that positivity about partner regard leads to interpersonal connectedness (Murray, Holmes, & Collins, 2006), we hypothesized that perceiving one’s partner as highly committed to the relationship would decrease the need for Deceptive Self-Presentation (DSP). Exploratory analyses were also conducted on individuals’ own commitment levels; higher levels of own commitment would either increase the amount of effort put into a relationship (higher DSP use) or increase pro-social interpersonal interactions (lower DSP use). One hundred seventy participants completed questionnaires about interactions with either a current romantic partner or, for those not in a relationship, a romantic interest. Consistent with the hypothesis, individuals who perceived lower partner commitment showed greater DSP use. This effect, however, became insignificant when adding own commitment to the model. Own commitment and DSP share a curvilinear relationship, where moderately committed individuals use DSP the most, low committed individuals slightly less, and highly committed individuals considerably less. Future research may examine the effects of long-term DSP use on a relationship.
The Relationship between Interpersonal Conflict and the Experience of Irritable Bowel Syndrome: An Exploratory Investigation  Saturday, 8:30-10am (Poster Session 2)
Interpersonal conflict has been examined in relation to a number of physical and psychological health variables and this research area is extended to examine an how conflict with one’s closest relational partner is related to that individual’s experience of Irritable Bowel Syndrome (IBS). IBS-diagnosed participants (N = 179) responded to an online questionnaire that assessed a number of IBS experience measures, as well as scales that measured conflict frequency, tactic usage, and subsequent rumination. One-tailed correlation tests revealed that usage of the avoidance conflict tactic was positively associated with many aspects of the IBS experience, and rumination, distributive communication, and amount of conflict were each linked with three IBS experience variables. Implications for the study of interpersonal communication in the context of IBS are presented and discussed.
The Role of Deception in Romantic Relationships  Saturday, 8:30-10am (Poster Session 2)
Romantic relationships are an important part of people’s lives. Ideally, partners in these relationships are open and honest with one another. Oftentimes, however, romantic partners use deception within their relationships. While deception has been studied in the context of friendships, familial relationships, business relationships, and among strangers, it has not been comprehensively investigated within romantic relationships. This study examined deception in romantic relationships and investigated the association between deception and various relational constructs. As expected, deception was significantly negatively correlated with positive relational constructs, such as respect for one’s partner and relationship satisfaction. These findings will be discussed in greater detail in regard to their clinical usefulness for therapy with romantic couples as well as the need for future research on romantic deception.
The Role of Emotion Regulation and Coping in the Maintenance of Psychologically Abusive Relationships  Saturday, 8:30-10am (Poster Session 2)
Past research has shown that women in highly abusive relationships find the depiction of abusive relationships in vignettes to be significantly more acceptable than do women in healthy relationships (Arriaga & Capezza, 2006). We conducted a series of studies to investigate what role, if any, emotion regulation strategies might play in mediating this effect. We predicted that women in emotionally abusive relationships who tend to use emotion-focused coping strategies (i.e., cognitively reappraise, behaviorally or mentally disengage, use denial, or brood with respect to conflict in the relationship) would find abuse more acceptable than other abused women who did not tend to use these strategies.  Study 1 explored whether correlations exist between receiving psychological abuse and the tendency to engage in certain coping strategies when confronted with conflicts with the partner. Study 2 then clarified the relationship between coping strategy and the perceived acceptability of abuse via the presentation of a standardized stimulus and examined whether coping style mediated the perceived acceptability of the abuse.
The Role of Exclusivity Ideals in College Students’ Dating Relationships  Saturday, 8:30-10am (Poster Session 2)
This study explored the associations between nonsexual exclusivity ideals and relationship quality, adult attachment, and violence.  Nonsexual exclusivity ideals were defined as the desired amount of time, emotional support, and self-disclosure engaged in exclusively with one’s romantic partner.  It was predicted that nonsexual exclusivity ideals would be positively correlated with attachment anxiety and that individuals whose perception of exclusivity in their current relationship matched or exceeded their exclusivity ideals would perceive significantly higher relationship quality than those whose perception of exclusivity did not meet their ideal.   A survey administered to 200 undergraduates allowed for testing of these and other predictions.  The hypotheses were supported.  Implications of these data for future research are discussed.
The Role of Oxytocin in the Perception of Sadness.  Sunday, 4:50-6:20pm (Poster Session 3)
The ability to recognise socially relevant emotions is important in human social interactions. Animal studies show that the hormone oxytocin plays a key role in social recognition and social memory while human studies suggest that experimentally elevated levels of oxytocin improve affective mind-reading and reduce amygdala activation during the processing of fearful faces. This study used a double-blind, placebo-controlled, between-subjects design to test 62 participants on their perceptions of social facial emotions after intranasal intake of 24IU of oxytocin or placebo. Facial stimuli of fear, sadness and happiness were presented electronically. Temporarily elevated levels of oxytocin led to an increased sensitivity to sad female faces. These findings are interpreted in the context of extant research on emotion processing and point to the role that oxytocin plays in interpersonal processes.
The Role of Positive Emotions in the Link Between Negative Emotions and Marital Interactions  Saturday, 8:30-10am (Poster Session 2)
The deleterious effects of negative emotions on relationships are well documented. However, while researchers have shown that positive emotions can buffer negative emotions, the process by which positive emotions influence negative emotions in marital interactions is less clear. Researchers have examined positive sentiment override (PSO) in marital exchanges and found that PSO effectively buffered against negative affect at low intensities, but at high-intensities of negative affect, PSO was ineffective and marital dissolution was predicted. The current study used a national sample of 2286 married or cohabiting individuals to better understand the role positive emotions play in overriding negative interactions in marital relationships. Results suggested that positive emotions mediated the relationship between negative emotions and positive marital outcomes, whereas positive and negative emotions interacted to impact negative marital outcomes. A decomposition of the interaction found that it was negative emotions that attenuated the influence of positive emotions on negative marital outcomes.
The Roles of Autonomy and Control in the Day-to-Day Activities of a Romantic Relationship  Saturday, 8:30-10am (Poster Session 2)
Self-Determination Theory (Deci & Ryan) posits that motivation can be described along a continuum ranging from behaviours that are willingly engaged (i.e., autonomous) to behaviours that are pressured or coerced (i.e., controlled).  We developed a measure that assesses the degree to which romantic partners are autonomous and controlled in a variety of relational activities (e.g., sexual intimacy, disclosure, social support).  Contrary to Self-Determination Theory, samples of individuals in dating relationships and individuals who are married suggest that autonomous and controlled motivation toward relational activities represent statistically distinct dimensions rather than opposing ends of a continuum.  Further, the associations of autonomous and controlled relational activity motivation with relational behaviour and outcomes suggest that these separate motivational dimensions play different roles within romantic relationships.  Finally, some emerging evidence suggests that autonomous and controlled relational activity motivation may have different outcomes in men and women.
The Tunnel of Love: Attentional Bias towards Mother in Middle Childhood  Friday, 4:50-6:20pm (Poster Session 1)
To increase our understanding of the cognitive processes involved in internal working models of attachment, two experiments investigated the relationship between secure attachment and attentional bias towards mother using an Exogeneous Cueing Task and a Useful Field of View design to measure attentional orienting and breadth respectively. The content of the cues (mother versus unfamiliar women) were varied. The tests were administered to two different groups of 38 and 40 children between 9 and 12 years of age. As predicted, children with a less secure attachment representation of mother directed attention more quickly to mother, had more maintained attention, and a more narrow attentional field around mother. Lower levels of maternal Autonomy Support, were linked with a more narrow attentional field. In conformity with attachment theory, this effect was fully mediated by the child’s level of Trust and Alienation towards mother.
Timing of Self-Disclosure in Existing Relationships  Friday, 4:50-6:20pm (Poster Session 1)
Pool, Lincoln, United Kingdom, 4Rutgers University, New Brunswick, NJ, United States
Timing of self-disclosure is often studied within the context of its effect on relationship development, however, we know very little about variables that may affect the timing of self-disclosure. For example, type and strength of relationship may affect the timing of self-disclosure. This study investigates the timing of self-disclosure using a survey design of undergraduate students (N = 410). Results indicate significant relationships between timing and relationship type, the strength of the relationship before the disclosure when the participant self-disclosed, as well as when the participant was the recipient of self-disclosure, the effect on the relationship when the discloser shared, as well as when the other shared. Implications and future directions are discussed.

To Delay or Not to Delay: The Effects of Timing and Manner in Disclosing a Same-Sex Sexual Orientation  Friday, 4:50-6:20pm (Poster Session 1)
Despite a plethora of research on the benefits of contact with stigmatized groups, it is still unclear at what stage disclosure of an individual’s sexual minority status is more likely to result in a favorable outcome.  The present study used a 2 (timing: early vs. delayed) X 2 (manner: direct [sexuality central to topic] vs. indirect [sexuality peripheral to topic]) between-groups design.  Participants (N = 215) viewed a video of a gay confederate of their own sex who they believed they would meet. Consistent with initial findings, participants rated the confederate as more likeable, indicated greater interest in hearing the confederate discuss personal topics, and shared more about themselves when the confederate disclosed earlier rather than later.   For those who had not experienced close contact with a gay person of their sex in real life, delayed disclosure in a direct manner resulted in the least reported liking of the confederate.
Towards a Dyadic and Developmental Model of Forgiveness  Saturday, 8:30-10am (Poster Session 2)
Past approaches to forgiveness research have viewed it as a one-time event and have focused either on the victim or, more rarely, on the offender.  Moreover, many research studies adopt the view of forgiveness as a “debt.”  This view of forgiveness ignores the important changes over time in the power differential between the victim and the offender.  A general model of forgiveness is proposed that emphasizes both the dyadic and dynamic nature of that process.  The approach allows for a more detailed view of the forgiveness process.  Special emphasis is given to differences between the victim’s and the offender’s emotional reactions to forgiveness.  Data supporting the model are to be presented.
Understanding Young Adults’ Short-Term Relationship Strategies: The Roles of Gender, Romantic Attachment Styles, and Casual Sex Motivations  Saturday, 8:30-10am (Poster Session 2)
The present study explored the relationships between young adults’ (108 men and 238 women) romantic attachment styles, casual sex motivations, and casual sex behavior. Responses were collected using self-report measures that were included in an Internet-based survey. The findings for the women were consistent with previous findings on romantic attachment and sexuality. Specifically, women’s secure attachment style ratings were negatively correlated with the casual sex motivations and the casual sex behaviors; whereas, women’s insecure-avoidant attachment styles ratings were positively correlated with the casual sex motivations and the casual sex behaviors. The mediating effect of the casual sex motivations varied across the different romantic attachment style and casual sex behavior relationships. The findings are discussed in terms of the role that gender plays in understanding the link between the attachment and sexual behavior systems.
What Does a Person Do to Stay in a Couple Relationship?  Friday, 4:50-6:20pm (Poster Session 1)
Couple relationships have been an attention focus for numerous researches and studies, in this sense some of them have focused in the process that follows a couple relationship once the members decide to establish it. Some models suggest that people remain in a relationships because they find it satisfying, because of the commitment, because of the investments or because of the cost-benefits it implies. The present study had as primary objective identify what people in the Mexican population do to remain in a relationship. The results out light aspects like communication, commitment, respect and honesty as main indicators of permanence. In women the permanence is related to sacrifice and serving.
What Is This Thing Called Love?  Friday, 4:50-6:20pm (Poster Session 1)
We show that the concept of “romantic love” and of a prototypical romantic love relationship are distinct and demonstrate that romantic love is not a Roschian prototypical term. The essential feature of romantic love is  an “investment in the well-being of the beloved.”  In four studies, having a total of 390 participants, we operationalized the essentialist answer in two ways: (a) “If this were missing, I would have a hard time believing that Jill actually loved Jack;” or (b) It would be “very contradictory” to say “Jill loves Jack, but she has never felt any X  (e.g.,sexual desire for him.)”  “Investment in the well-being of the partner,” were consistently endorsed as essential (75 to 85%). Only 9/390 (2.3%) of the participants failed to treat any of the 14 characteristics as essential for a love relationship to exist. The lay concept of romantic love  appears to be different from that embodied in several social psychological theories.
Who Communicates with Whom in Which Situations through Which channel? The Role of Personal, Relational and Situational Characteristics in Face-to-face and Technology-mediated Communication  Sunday, 4:50-6:20pm (Poster Session 3)
Individuals may perceive the use of various communication channels comfortable or uncomfortable. In this study, whether the perceived comfort level for using different channels depends on the characteristics of situations (negative or positive), of individuals (shyness level), and of relationships (friends, parent-child or student-advisor) were examined. 300 students were given scenarios describing negative or positive communication in different types of relationships. Participants were asked to rate how comfortable it is to use each communication channel in each situation. The results of a 2 (Shyness) X 3 (Relationship) x 4 (Channel) ANOVA on the scenarios describing negative situations revealed that face-to-face communication was perceived as the most comfortable method to communicate with friends and parents, but the least comfortable channel to communicate with supervisors. Also, as compared to the shy participants, the ones with low level of shyness reported to feel themselves more comfortable with using all channels –except the internet.
Who Is a Bully?  Student and Teacher Perceptions  Saturday, 8:30-10am (Poster Session 2)
Do teachers and peers identify the same students as bullies? Results of small-scale studies have been inconsistent. This study used data from an American longitudinal study of peer relationships and social adjustment among 2307 middle school students (The UCLA Peer Project) to assess agreement between teachers and students and to examine whether bullies identified by teachers versus peers differ in their psychological characteristics (e.g., loneliness, social anxiety, self-worth and depression) and/or in their social characteristics (e.g., “coolness” (social status as perceived by peers), peer rejection, and victimization).  Results showed high agreement (82%) between teachers and students when identifying bullies and non-bullies.  In addition, teacher-identified, peer-identified and peer/teacher-identified bullies differed more on social characteristics than on psychological ones.  This study shows the value of including both teacher and student reports in bullying research.
You Light Up My Life!  The Energizing Effect of Positive Attachment Models  Saturday, 8:30-10am (Poster Session 2)
Following the work of Bowlby (1969, 1973), past research has examined the relations among attachment models, willingness to explore and affect regulation (Green & Campbell, 2000; Mikulincer & Shaver, 2005).  No research has examined the relations between attachment models and this emotion, although a feeling of energy is an important component of passionate love (Berschied & Walster, 1974), which is just one type of love people with positive attachment models may experience. The present study tested the hypothesis that positive attachment models are associated with increased feelings of energy and willingness to explore new things.  Results supported our hypothesis.  Furthermore, the relation between attachment models, especially model of other, and willingness to explore was mediated by feelings of energy.  Thus, there appears to be something special about positive attachment models that energizes people, enabling exploration.
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